
Hello Senate Committee and Senator Malarndirri McCarthy

I was listening to an interview this morning on ABC Sydney with Robbie Buck and 
Wendy Harmer about the flag.
I was grieved by the developments and the fact it has not been resolved.

A thought came to my mind regarding the arguments to reclaim its full rights back to its 
traditional owner - Harold Thomas.

As I was listening, the Mabo case came to mind. The arguments and language used at that 
time is timeless and could be used in the context of the flag:

 The Mabo (Aborginal flag) decision was about celebrating the continuing 
culture and spirituality of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people in 
Australia

 The land (Aborginal flag) has always defined Aboriginal culture - past, 
present and emerging

 Connection to the land (Aborginal flag) continues to be strong
 The land (Aborginal flag) defines Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

people - it defines their identity, and connects them to the ancestors who 
have gone before them - the ancestors who have shaped and guided their 
path.

Could the argument of Terra Nullius be applied to this current issue? The flag 
was formerly owned but its new ownership has taken away a symbol or privilege 
that was originally intended for Aboriginal people. Just like the people of Mer and 
Mabo had rights to their land, all Indigenous people should have rights to the flag 
as it was intended to usher in the 1971 NAIDOC march. 

To have it in the hands of WAM Clothing, Gifts Mate and Flag World is like the 
Crown taking possession without considering its implications for the Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait people.

Surely people recognise the intent of Semele Moore and Benjamin Wooster was 
not to nurture or represent the Aboriginal and Torres Strait people, but rather 
their history suggests their business deals have not been ethical and have 
exploited the people the flag is meant to represent. They do not deserve to have 
joint copyright.

To the credit of the High Court Judge, the Government eventually recognised 
past errors and granted land to the Meriam people.

Is this not the same today with the flag?
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These ideas derive from my teaching of Aboriginal Spiritualities and Belief 
Systems in Australia in the Studies of Religion Year 12 HSC course. 

So I write with some understanding of the complexity of the situation and hope 
new avenues can be sought to seek resolve.

In full support
Charlotte Burton
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