
Good morning

I wish to express my views in relation to the ownership and use of the Aboriginal flag.

The flag was designed by Harold Thomas and recognition of his copyright has been 
granted. The flag was not commissioned by the Australian government. Mr Thomas is an 
Aboriginal elder who has outsourced the licensing of the flag to another company which 
would involve some considerable work. Mr Thomas does not charge not for profit 
organisations for use of the flag. He charges commercial organisations such as the AFL 
and including Aboriginal commercial organisations.  
I do not support compulsory acquisition, especially without compensation as advocated 
by Nova Peris.  If the flag is to be acquired by government Mr Thomas and his successors 
( copyright is retained by his heirs for 70 years after his death) need to be appropriately 
compensated.  I would hope the Senate Committee show leadership in recommending 
that the public refrain from offensive behaviour including comments like 'he has made 
enough money' and alleging that he has dementia which he does not. The Committee also 
needs to acknowledge that he is the creator and copyright holder of the intellectual 
property in the flag. 
My view is that this is a substantial media campaign instigated initially by commercial 
interests and now rounding up ordinary Australians.  If as much effort was put into food 
prices in remote communities i would see value. 
The government does not have the authority to direct Aboriginal people who they can 
outsource business to unless that business is acting in an improper way in which case 
they should be struck out.
My personal view is that there is nothing wrong with the current arrangement. I wouldn't 
print any logo on anything without permission being granted particularly if I was selling 
it. If I want a flag I can buy one and am happy that Mr Thomas is being paid a royalty.
If however there is going to be a change to the status of the flag i could only support the 
following two options. Acquire the flag in consultation with Mr Thomas with suitable 
compensation. Or commission a flag.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment.
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