
To whom it may concern,

I am 32, a mother of two young boys, a high school teacher and a Bundjalung 
woman of the Coodjinburra tribe. 

I grew up ashamed of being Aboriginal. I vehemently denied this heritage 
because of my own childhood traumas and the associated connotations related 
to being â€œAboriginalâ€� that I saw in this country. 

I found my way home last year, I was forced to look at myself in the mirror and 
realise what all I had been avoiding and denying was the guts of who I truly was. 

I am now a proud Indigenous woman and am raising my two children (5 and 3yo) 
with the strongest connections to mob and country that I can. I am trying my best 
to learn the language of our people and to bring them up with the confidence and 
connectedness that I didnâ€™t have.

I am constantly faced with hardships and heartaches at every turn. If it isnâ€™t 
racial vilification on the sports field, itâ€™s a black person dying in custody. I feel 
the weight of my ancestors and the pain they experienced which has not yet 
come close to reconciliation. I ache for my people and the injustices we still face 
in this wonderful place we all call home.

In the face of these challenges, and with a new sense of identity in hand, I 
wanted to have anything possible in my life and in our house that would 
represent this culture and our heritage. As you should be aware that can be 
incredibly hard to come by, so much is lost never to be replaced. The fact that I 
cannot have (without extreme cost) or use the flag of my people is one hit too far 
it seems. When is enough enough? 

When will the longest surviving culture in the world be not only acknowledged for 
the sake of it, not only â€œparadedâ€� in an advertising campaign or an 
Olympics, but actually and truly celebrated and put at the forefront of what it 
means to live in and be Australian? This is our shared history, and we seen only 
too happy to ignore it. 

It starts with movements in history like the opportunity you have here.

It started with Cathy Freeman draping both the Australian and the Aboriginal flag 
around her arms with pride at both commonwealth and Olympic Games despite 
being reprimanded for such â€œactsâ€�. 

It starts with uncensored access to the Australian Indigenous flag without 
limitation or agenda. No profit should come to the use of our Countryâ€™s flag. 
And no profit should be reaped by a Non-Indigenous company. This is an 
outrage. 
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When will the oppression end? 
When will what has been taken be returned? 

When will you finally walk with us as equals, side by side? 

Yours in faith, 
Jenna Jones (Paulson family of Fingal). 
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