
 

 

 
ABN: 93 118 431 066 

 

1 October 2020 

 

Chair 

Senate Select Committee on the Aboriginal Flag 

PO Box 6100 

Parliament House 

Canberra ACT 2600 

via email: aboriginal.flag.sen@aph.gov.au 

 

 

Dear Chairperson, 

Re: Inquiry into the Aboriginal Flag 

 

The Aboriginal Legal Service (NSW/ACT) Limited (‘ALS’) welcomes the opportunity to provide comment 

to the Select Committee’s Inquiry into the Aboriginal Flag. 

 

The ALS opened its doors in 1970, as the first Aboriginal Legal Service in Australia and the first free legal 

assistance service in the country – that makes us 50 years old. Just one year later, in 1971, Luritja man 

Harold Thomas created the Aboriginal flag. The formation of proud Aboriginal community-controlled 

organisations in the 1970s was a historical act of self-determination and, for many, the Aboriginal flag 

came to represent that resistance and survival. 

 

Today the flag is a uniting symbol for Aboriginal people across the country - it’s a symbol born out of 

struggle and our people feel a deep sense of ownership around the flag. In our view, the flag should 

ultimately belong to the community, and Aboriginal people, our organisations and our communities 

should have the right to freely use and reproduce the flag how they wish. 

 

We note and support the terms of reference for this inquiry, and believe that it is critical that the 

committee considers all options available to protect the rights and interests of Luritja man Harold 

Thomas, whilst also ensuring that the flag can be freely used by Aboriginal people, Aboriginal 

community-controlled organisations and Aboriginal businesses. 
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Ultimately, the Aboriginal community should have control over the management of the flag. However, in 

the interim, it is our view that the Commonwealth Government should acquire ownership of the flag 

and enable ordinary people and groups to use the flag.  This would honour the intent of the parliament 

when the flag was recognised in 1995 under the Flags Act 1953. 

 

However, the Aboriginal Flag is attached to the sovereignty and identity of Aboriginal peoples and the 

Commonwealth ought to consider the control and use of the Aboriginal Flag by non-Aboriginal people.   

 

We also note that it is critical that there is community-controlled oversight in relation to any transition 

that involves the Commonwealth Government having control in an interim capacity.  

 

Should you have any questions, the ALS can be contacted via the below details. 

 

Yours Faithfully, 

 

 

 

Mark Davies 

Chairperson 

ALS Board of Directors 

 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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