
18th September 2020

Department of the Senate
PO Box 6100
Parliament House 
Canberra ACT 2600

To whom it may concern,

Re: Senate Inquiry into the Aboriginal Flag 

My name is Annette Sax, I am a Taungurung woman and Business owner of Yarn Strong 
Sista – Aboriginal Education Consultancy which has been in operation for 19 years. I have 
worked in Aboriginal Education in Victoria for 30 years and have always connected with our 
Aboriginal Flag as a symbolic representation of strong Aboriginal Identity. The Aboriginal 
Flag is part of our culture and a symbol our YSS Team have shared with hundreds of 
thousands of Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal children in our capacity as Aboriginal Educators 
and Storytellers visiting Child Care Centres, Kindergartens and Primary Schools across 
Victoria. Yarn Strong Sista facilitates Professional Learning Workshops with Early Childhood 
Professionals and Primary Teachers nationally.  The Aboriginal Flag has always been apart 
of our Teachings as we foreground Aboriginal Pedagogy.

Yarn Strong Sista develops and manufactures Aboriginal Education Resources including 
Childrens books, dolls, felt toys, games and puzzles.  At the end of 2018 we were 
approached by a Victorian Aboriginal Organisation who wanted YSS to develop a range of 
Back Packs and Duffle Bags with the Aboriginal Flag, Torres Strait Island Flag and Tiwi Flag 
printed on the product. This Organisation works to support Indigenous children who are 
living in Kinship Care and Out of Home Care. The Indigenous children are very vulnerable 
and find comfort and strength in these important Flag symbols.  At the same time, we also 
developed our YSS “Strong and Deadly Poster” which has an image of Bunjil the Eagle and 
the Aboriginal Flag. 

For 19 years Yarn Strong Sista has supported Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander youth 
through mentoring and employment opportunities on Wurundjeri Country, Kulin Nation as 
part of our Social Justice work.  The Profits made from many of our Aboriginal Education 
Resources go back into our “Enterprise for Empowerment” projects which supports 
Indigenous children and youth.  This is our way as an Indigenous small business that we 
give back to our own Community. We had intended for the profits made on the above 
mentioned, Aboriginal Flag Products were to also to be spent supporting Aboriginal young 
people in Victoria.

Whilst Yarn Strong Sista has not received a cease and desist letter from WAM, we were 
aware that Clothing the Gap had been sent a letter in the post.  We became scared and 
stopped selling our YSS items that had the Aboriginal Flag printed on the products.
We had invested $5000 into the development of our Back Packs and Duffle Bags and now 
we are left with boxes and boxes of stock we are not allowed to sell.
We support the “Free The Flag” Movement!
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Our hope is that a select committee, to be known as the Select Committee on the Aboriginal 
Flag, be established to inquire into the report on current and former copyright and licensing 
arrangement for the Aboriginal Flay design with particular reference to:

1) Who benefits from payments for the use of the Aboriginal Flag design and the impact 
on Aboriginal organisations, Aboriginal communities and the broader Australian 
community of the current copyright and licensing arrangements:

2) Options available to the Government to enable the Aboriginal Flag design to be freely 
used by the Australian community, including: negotiated outcomes with licence 
and/or copyright holders: the compulsory acquisition of licences and/or copyright, 
ways to protect the rights and interests of the flag’s legally recognised creator Mr 
Harold Thomas; and any other matters relevant to the enduring and fair use of the 
Aboriginal Flag design by Aboriginal and Australian community.

We look forward to hearing a response to the Senate Inquiry into the Aboriginal Flag.

Yours sincerely,

Annette Sax,
Education and Creative Arts Director
Yarn Strong Sista
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