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1. My name is Renée Tighe and I am from the Gomeroi nation. One of the fourth largest First 

Nations in Australia. I am also the manager/owner of Chastity & Co. and the admin for a 

Facebook group New Flag or Flags Discussion which I operate in a personal capacity, not 

professional. I have always held pride in my identity as First Nation’s peoples. From as long as I 

can remember the plight of Aboriginal people has influenced my life. Throughout my childhood 

and youth I held strong family connections and my immediate and extended family. My family 

were involved in the land rights movement, some stronger advocates than others, however our 

identity and rights for our people were always a unified cornerstone. It was my late paternal 

grandmother Pamela Tighe (nee Munro) sister of the late civil rights activist Lyall Munro Senior, 

who taught me the meaning and history of the Aboriginal Flag during the 1980’s (noting the views 

I hold today are my own). She had a sticker the front of her fridge with a land rights quote she 

used to refer to when teaching me but she did not speak of the copyrights with the Aboriginal 

Flag. It was considered a flag of the people. I was taught during a time the flag held no significant 

monetary value within a mainstream market. I have felt a strong sense of pride about my identity 

and culture for as long as I can remember. I am and have always been proud to be First Nations 

Gomeroi people. 

 

2. In 2018 I established Chastity & Co. with a range of clothing featuring the Aboriginal Flag. I have 

never sort details about copyright as I have always strongly believed the flag belongs to the 

people. Any copyright controlled by one individual on the trials, tribulations and triumphs of a 

symbol representing a whole race is socially unjust, unethical and immoral. Internationally, 

history has proven that legislation relating to black races has not always been socially just, 

ethical and moral and Australia is no exception. I made a stand with the flags copyright based on 

my own set of values and principals with culture and identity.  

 

The small range of products I held within the store did not sell however remained as staple items 

for pride and identity until the store was suspended. My financial forecast predicted minimal to 

low sales but my point of sale for products was not motivated by profit.  

 

I often undertake market research identifying gaps in the market. At which point in 2019 I 

observed the events unfold with Dreamtime Kullilla-Art having been served a cease and desist 

letter from WAM Clothing. It was upsetting to witness a First Nations man unable to sell flag 

products without paying a license fee to a non-Aboriginal entity whilst being legally required and 

strong armed to publicly apologise for defending his right to do so. I researched the internet for 
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more information but this incident occurred during the earlier days of WAM Clothing’s new 

licensing agreement and action in serving people with cease and desist letters. It would be over a 

month before more stories unfolded and the issue was highlighted within the media and gaining 

more traction online. 

 

3. I suspended my online store at www.chastityco.com.au at this point to contemplate moving 

forward. I had, and still do have, other plans for new innovative lines featuring the Aboriginal 

Flag. However, the turnover for Aboriginal Flag products was never forecasted to be a high 

volume sufficient enough to sustain an income for economic independence led alone 

sustainability for the business. My products are featured for pride and identity. I have other 

products planned with Chastity & Co. and other business goals, upon finishing my Master of 

Business Administration, aiming for a better quality of life and economic independence.  

 

4. As a survivor of abuse it has taken many years of managing trauma to successfully arrive at this 

point in my life bettering my life and future. I am an MBA student and a single mother and am on 

Government benefits to survive but wish to have a better opportunity in life. I feel my identity and 

heritage using the flag, a contemporary cultural expression and as much a part of our culture 

identity as traditional life pre-colonial days. We as First Nations people determine the definition of 

our culture and identity. The flag has become a significant part of our identity and culture for 49 

years however it is being exploited for profit not pride. An individual should not hold the monopoly 

on my or any First Nations peoples self-determination, empowerment, culture and identity, now in 

a stage of continuous erosion as a result of the existing licencing agreements with Harold 

Thomas’ copyright and all licensees. 

 

5. I began to advocate for retiring the flag in 2019 and created a group called, ‘New Aboriginal Flag 

or Flags Discussion’ on Facebook to enable the grassroots community across Australia from any 

and every nation to engage virtually on the subject and find a solution. I alone cannot create a 

new Aboriginal Flag and remove the current. It is a community decision to boycott and redesign. 

Any decision impacts on every nation and requires grassroots community and cultural protocol 

with consultation and engagement. This was an opportunity to start the conversation and engage 

internationally within a safe space for First Nations people of Australia including those living 

overseas.  

 

6. 14 August, 2019 I was served a cease and desist letter from WAM Clothing stating they held a 

physical and digital license for media and, “Your use of the digital image of the Aboriginal Flag on 

social media platforms are being used in a negative light … As a result of your conduct and using 

the image of the Aboriginal Flag in a negative light, we hereby require you cease and desist with 

the use of the Aboriginal Flag on all digital media or physical media which you control of or have 

access to control, by close of business tomorrow, 15 August 2019.” I did not comply. 
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As a First Nations Gomeroi yinnar (woman) having lived the struggle of black experience and 

witnessed my family and other First Nations people’s struggle with the impact of dispossession, 

colonisation, land rights and every other social injustice we have experienced within Australia I 

find WAM Clothing’s cease and desist letter as the epitome of insults. For a non-Aboriginal 

company to dare attempt to silence cultural protocol with grassroots community consultation and 

engagement for a national symbol that represents us demonstrates through their actions as 

harmful and disrespectful of Aboriginal culture and protocol. The very height of social injustice 

that such people with no understanding nor respect for First Nations culture and people hold an 

exclusive license as a result of Harold Thomas’ ownership of copyrights, duty of care and 

management of a flag that represents us. This has been the attitude demonstrated after one of 

the company’s directors liquidated Birubi Art after being fined $2.3m for fake Aboriginal art and 

failed to pay. There is no minimizing that crime through semantics Aboriginal people have been 

exploited far too long. To add insult to injury legislation with business is flawed to allow that man 

to become a director and not be automatically banned as a director for failing to pay a fine. 

Resulting in the current conundrum however for some it isn’t so difficult or confusing. There is 

simple solution.  

 

7. The Australian Government must forcibly acquire the Aboriginal Flag for the people. I have been 

watching events with the Aboriginal Flag unfold and unpacking them for community for the past 

year. The majority of feedback I have observed has identified people still love the flag. The 

majority currently do not want to retire the flag and request for the Government to rescind the 

proclamation in place of a new design. However, emotions are steadily growing, they are tense 

across the nation. The majority of First Nations peoples are angry and upset the flag is not free 

for all to use personally and commercially. The 50th anniversary for the flag is upcoming in 2021 

and if the flag is not freed the new movement to retire, rescind and design a new will begin. I am 

certain the #RetireTheFlag Movement will transition from a minority to the majority with further 

support from allies outside the Aboriginal community and First Nations People will be strongly 

encouraged to boycott Harold Thomas’ design to live under and lobby the Australian Government 

for the new Aboriginal Flag.  

 

8. When the Aboriginal Flag was proclaimed the monetary value appreciated due to breaking into a 

new market, mainstream with high supply and demand turnovers, that was previously not 

accessible. The flag’s public relations image also become more marketable as a prestigious and 

honourable official flag of Australia under the Flags Act 1953. However, the process in 

proclaiming the flag was flawed and without any protections for the people it represented. The 

Government should have forcibly acquired the flag at the time, sort out the copyright designer 

and paid them compensation in 1995.   

 

9. Harold won his copyrights in 1997. At the time; did he pursue his rights to overturn the 

proclamation with the same courage, conviction and passion that he fought for regarding his 
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copyrights? Did Harold undertake a formal complaint process within the Australian Government 

to rescind the proclamation? Did Harold seek and undertake any legal counsel to remove it 

through a court of law? Did Harold attempt to have his case heard by the United Nations to 

remove the proclamation? These are important questions as in 1998 Harold signed his first 

exclusive licensing agreement with Carroll and Richardson – Flagworld. During his CAAMA 

interview in 2019 he aired his displeasure stating he has never consented to the flag being 

proclaimed. But what did Harold Thomas do to rescind the decision to proclaim the Aboriginal 

Flag besides immediately organise a worldwide exclusive license between himself and Carroll & 

Richardson – Flagworld to personally profit without any monies annually contributed to the land 

rights movement or the people it represented? The people it was given to, accepted and adopted 

within the context of an implied license. The implied license yet to be put forth within a court of 

law however the context exists.  

 

10. Aboriginal people are the human resources behind what is considered a commercial asset. Our 

stake in the Aboriginal Flag is a black on black legal issue (black on black as described by the 

NSW Aboriginal Legal Service regarding matters of where an Aboriginal person opposes another 

Aboriginal person). We, the people, have lobbied the Government in this matter to act as a 

vehicle on our behalf. This is not the Australian Government colonising Aboriginal people again 

by violating and taking away the agency of an Aboriginal man. This is not the same issue as 

Albert Namatjira (as described by Sally Scales during the public hearing on 14 September 2020 

on the flag). Harold and his family should not have sort economic independence from a flag given 

to the people. A flag that was marketed and packaged by the people for pride not profit leading it 

to ascertain the current monetary value through a flawed Government process. It is morals and 

ethics that guide legislation and where legislation is not moral or ethical it must be addressed. 

 

11. I respectfully ask that the Government forcibly acquire the Aboriginal Flag, with minimal payment 

(personally I’d prefer no payment), as I do believe Harold has used and abused our relationship 

with the Aboriginal Flag for his own personal profit long enough. This matter is expected to be 

resolved before the 2022, during the flags 50th anniversary, or I will do everything within my 

power to mobilize all First Nations peoples to boycott. People are angry. They will not accept any 

licensing agreement whereby Harold maintains a license and profits, after the events that have 

transpired with the Aboriginal community to-date, especially having licensed to non-Aboriginal 

entities. I have already informed community of WAM Clothing’s aim to profit from multinational 

tech companies by creating an emoji. They will not get that off the ground to receive the monies 

they desire as the people are shutting that avenue down! We will not stand for being exploited. 

Harold Thomas may have been awarded copyrights in 1997 under ‘The Copyrights Act 1968’ 

having exploited his commercial license since but he does not own First Nations Peoples and we 

the people are organically interconnected with the flag. 

 
Renée Tighe 
18 September 2020 
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