
 
 
Dear Senators 
 
Re: Senate Select Committee on the Aboriginal Flag 
 
The First Nations Rugby Committee (FNRC) is a joint initiative of the Llyod McDermott Rugby 
Development Team Inc. and Rugby Australia Ltd. The role of the FNRC is to “foster collaborative work 
with First Nations people and the broader Australian community to foster positive relationships, 
promote healthy lifestyles and create genuine opportunities for First Nations people through Rugby 
Union”. 
 
The Aboriginal flag is a symbol which is recognised, both nationally and internationally, as an 
important symbol for all Aboriginal people ever since it was first flown in public. During the past 50 
years, the image of the flag, as well as the colours of red, black, and yellow have become a part of the 
fabric of the community. The flag represents a unique sense of identity for Aboriginal people and is 
something which the whole Nation has come to value. 
 
The historical struggles which saw the Aboriginal flag emerge have provided a sense of connectedness 
to that flag, a connectedness with survival, tolerance, achievement and most importantly an ability to 
overcome adversity. However, that unifying nature of the flag is being eroded by the current situation 
we see ourselves facing. Aboriginal Australians have an ownership aligned to the flag which provides 
them with a feeling of pride when it is displayed, worn, or flown. 
 
This is something we can all be proud of, but it also comes with an added level of responsibility to 
protect such a symbol. Unfortunately, this is being played out in the media and communities of 
Australia where Aboriginal Australians are being restricted from utilising the image of the flag and 
standing proudly under that banner. 
 
The current licencing arrangements in connection with the Aboriginal flag are unacceptable.  The 
prohibited free use of the image of the Aboriginal flag has deeply affected the wider professional 
sporting arena. The challenges for governing bodies in not being permitted to use the flag on jerseys, 
guernseys, playing strips and supporter merchandise are well documented.  
 
The FNRC also wishes to highlight the significant financial burden that the current licencing has on 
smaller Aboriginal sporting teams. These small community-run teams simply cannot afford to include 
the flag on their merchandise. The fact that Aboriginal-run sporting clubs are prevented from using 
the Aboriginal flag is all the evidence needed that a change is required.  
 
Aboriginal community-controlled organisations, often small organisations that do incredible work in 
improving outcomes in education, health, justice, community services and child welfare, cannot use 
the Aboriginal flag on staff uniforms or promotional materials.  This is something which cannot be 
allowed to hinder the magnificent work being supported and provided to communities across the 
nation. This includes the thousands of volunteers who provide time and effort to the sporting 
fraternity in the hope of creating greater opportunity for Aboriginal Australians.   
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The FNRC firmly believes the Australian Government has an essential role to play in protecting and 
promoting the Aboriginal flag, as a unifying image and symbol for all Aboriginal Australians. We are 
sure this was the intent when the Government of the time recognised the importance of the Aboriginal 
flag by honouring it, with the support of Parliament, in 1995 under the Flags Act 1953.  
 
The FNRC requests the Senate to take an informed and principled approach to its review, by 
recognising that the current licencing arrangement is not in the best interests of the Nation. 
 
The Aboriginal flag holds a unique and special place in the hearts and minds of Aboriginal Australians, 
which is nurtured by the Lloyd McDermott Rugby Development team Inc. and supported by Rugby 
Australia Ltd and its Member Unions across the Nation. The Aboriginal flag deserves to hold an equally 
unique and special place within the laws and legislation governing of our Nation.  
 
The FNRC encourages the Australian Government to take action to ensure all people are free to 
celebrate the unique Aboriginal culture, knowledge, and identity in our community by protecting the 
Aboriginal flag and making it uniformly available free of charge to all Australians. 
 
 
 
Dean Duncan 
President 
Lloyd McDermott Rugby Development Team Inc. 
as per 
First Nations Rugby Committee 
18th September 2020 
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