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Submission to the Select Committee on the Aboriginal Flag

My name is Rieo Ellis and I am a proud Waka Waka/Bundijilung Elder and Matriarch of the 
Melbourne Warriors Football and Netball team. Every year we enter the team into various 
Indigenous Community Carnivals such as the local NAIDOC carnival. Last year we celebrated our 
20th anniversary. 

We are always excited to showcase our new uniforms which represented pride, equity, inclusion 
and wellbeing. However, this year, the excitement was soon compromised when our 
manufacturer had shared with us that they were no longer able to place the Aboriginal Flag on 
our uniforms unless we paid an additional 20% on top of the manufacturing costs. Being a small 
team driven by Community volunteers and relying heavily on sponsorship, this was way too 
much and we simply couldn’t do it. 

This was the first time I had heard about a non-Indigenous business holding the licencing 
agreements to our flag. This is wrong. It is wrong to give authority to a non-Indigenous business 
who won’t allow us to utilise the flag the way we want or without an expense. I don’t want to 
give Community money to hungry corporates.

This is disappointing as I have experienced firsthand the significance of the Aboriginal flag, to 
not just myself, but also my people. I’ve seen Community members who are affected by the 
Stolen Generation use the flag as a way to navigate their stolen identity and build pride. How 
dare a non-Indigenous business take advantage of our cultural pride that has already suffered 
immensely at the hands of non-Indigenous society.

I may not have all the answers. But moving forward, I challenge the idea of who the copyright 
and licenses of this flag should sit with. I question the validity of copyright when the flag has 
become iconic to my people and used to create cultural pride and safety. The copyright should 
sit with us as a Community and not be held hostage by a non-Indigenous company!

I will continue my right to practice integrity and continue to fight to Free The Flag.

Thank you for reading my letter.

Yours in the struggle,

Rieo Ellis
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