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resilience affecting mental health, mitigating the cost and impact of the ageing population, 
reduction in crime, rehabilitation opportunities, promoting diversity and inclusion, and growth 
in national pride and motivation from witnessing and sharing in the success of elite 
sportsmen and women representing Australia on the world stage.    
 
The role of talented Aboriginal and Torres Strait Island players in helping to deliver these 
benefits particularly through encouraging and inspiring the next generations cannot be 
overstated.   
 
The COMPPS sports also recognize that racism on and off the sporting fields has a 
traumatic effect and damaging impact on Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people and 
seek that by highlighting the tremendous contributions First Nation peoples have made to 
our sports this may have a positive effect on the wellbeing of Indigenous people and 
cohesion in the community more broadly. 
 
The COMPPS sports each seek to recognise and celebrate the role and contribution of 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander players and communities in their respective sports in a 
number of ways, including through such celebratory events as matches featuring Indigenous 
teams, holding Indigenous rounds that incorporate cultural activities and domestic and 
national teams playing in specially designed Indigenous jerseys.   
 
The use of the Aboriginal flag has typically been a feature of such celebrations, through for 
example, incorporation in jersey design, use as ground-markings, venue signage and 
memorabilia to mark the occasion.  The broadcast of these events and the significant media 
reach of the COMPPS sports mean that they represent a significant opportunity to increase 
recognition amongst the broader Australian population of the contribution of Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander peoples and develop greater understanding of the challenges faced by 
their communities.   
 
In addition to such nationally broadcast, high profile events, sport plays a critical role at the 
community level.  The COMPPS members recognise the importance of grassroots 
Indigenous-focussed carnivals, festivals, development camps, competitions etc in growing 
the participation of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples and providing a platform for 
them to express, share, and celebrate their cultures.  COMPPS understands that taking 
pride in playing under and recognising the Aboriginal flag is of great importance for these 
occasions. 
 
Regrettably the current circumstances relating to the licensing of the copyright in the 
Aboriginal flag is impacting the ability of the COMPPS members themselves (at the national 
sporting organisation level) as well, we understand, many other individuals and community 
groups, to reach agreement with the licensees to enable use of the Aboriginal flag at their 
events.  The timing and cycle of the various events at which the COMPPS sports would 
otherwise seek to use the Aboriginal flag varies.  However, at the time of writing, none of the 
COMPPS sports currently proposes to use it (other than in “Flag form” which may be done 
without permission of the copyright owner by virtue of its designation as a flag of Australia 
under the Flags Act 1953 (Cth), and some have recently held important events where there 
was a decision not to use it.  This reflects both a decision on the part of the COMPPS sports 
regarding their own use, but particularly reflects the COMPPS sports’ support for other 
organisations and individuals – particularly Aboriginal individuals and enterprises - within the 
community who would also seek to use it but are practically precluded from doing so by the 
commercial terms sought by the copyright holder or licensees.   
 
In addition to a resolution that would enable the use of the flag by COMPPS members at 
their events, of great significance is its continued use at the multitude of community level 
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