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Introduction  
Legal Aid Queensland (LAQ) welcomes the opportunity to provide a submission to the Senate 
Select Committee on the Aboriginal flag. 

LAQ is a statutory body established under the Legal Aid Queensland Act 1997. As a part of 
our governance structure, LAQ has a First Nations Advisory Committee which is comprised of 
Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander people who give advice to the Legal Aid Board on matters 
pertaining to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander issues. 
 
Our services  

LAQ was established for the purpose of “giving legal assistance to financially disadvantaged 
persons in the most effective, efficient and economical way” and is required to give this “legal 
assistance at a reasonable cost to the community and on an equitable basis throughout the 
State”. Consistent with these objectives, LAQ contributes to governmental policy processes 
and parliamentary inquiries about issues that impact, either directly or consequentially, on the 
effectiveness of LAQ’s services.  

LAQ gives legal assistance to financially disadvantaged people in criminal, family and civil law 
matters and notes that a significant group of people requiring our services are Aboriginal 
people.  

Impact on Legal Aid Queensland 
The Aboriginal flag is an easily recognisable symbol that identifies our service as one which is 
culturally capable and responsive to the needs of Aboriginal people. Discussions with 
Aboriginal staff and clients about the use of the Aboriginal flag have indicated that seeing the 
flag displayed at LAQ has prompted people to feel comfortable about attending our service 
and seeking legal information, advice and assistance from LAQ.  

Being able to use the Aboriginal flag on our publications, brochures, pamphlets and social 
media sites is an effective and important strategy for ensuring awareness of and access to our 
services by Aboriginal people. 

The current situation regarding the copyright of Aboriginal flag design has caused LAQ to 
withdraw the Aboriginal flag design from our materials and media site. LAQ is concerned that 
this has the potential to limit access to our services by Aboriginal people. 

Preferred outcome 
LAQ would like to see a resolution to the copyright issues surrounding the use of the 
Aboriginal flag design which would allow, subject to acknowledgement of Harold Thomas as 
creator of the design, free use of the design by not-for-profit entities in promoting their services 
to Aboriginal people.  

Aboriginal Flag
Submission 29



 

TRIM no 2020/0847831 

3 |17 September 2020 

 

Submission by Legal Aid Queensland  

 

LAQ also acknowledges the legal rights of Harold Thomas regarding the use of his design 
and, from an equity perspective, believes he should be acknowledged and appropriately 
compensated for the use of his design.  

It is outside the scope of LAQ’s expertise to identify how these two objectives might best be 
achieved by the Government. 
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