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In more recent times, Cricket Australia has been highly encouraged by the continued growth 
in Indigenous cricket participation with more than 73,092 Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander participants in organised cricket across the country – an exponential increase from 
8,500 participants in 2013. 

Australian Cricket has consistently used the Aboriginal flag in many events for celebration, 

respect and education. The flag has been used on uniforms, physical signage, flown at 

grounds and stadiums and shared widely in content across various digital platforms at both 

an elite and community level. It has been used regularly in high profile, nationally 

broadcasted events specifically celebrating Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples and 

cultures, such as Cricket Australia’s Community Reconciliation Round and International and 

Domestic fixtures.  

 

The flag has also been used as an important symbol on the uniforms of teams that 

participate in state Aboriginal cricket community carnivals and the National Indigenous 

Cricket Championships held annually in Alice Springs. The National Indigenous men and 

women’s teams also take pride in wearing the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander flag on 

their uniforms when touring Internationally as they did in on a tour of the UK in 2018 when 

commemorating the 150-year anniversary of the 1868 team.  

 

Regrettably the current circumstances relating to the licensing of the copyright in the 

Aboriginal flag is impacting the ability of Cricket Australia, community cricket clubs, partners 

of Cricket Australia and Indigenous charities from reaching agreement with the licensees to 

enable use of the Aboriginal flag at their events.  

 

Cricket Australia has also failed to receive complete clarity on licensing requirements for 

non-commercial and non-merchandised use of the flag for our Indigenous State and National 

teams as well as community clubs.   

 

The saddest outcome of this is that Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander cricketers who 

represent our National or State Indigenous squads were unable to wear a flag that 

represents so much about their identity when taking the field in their most recent events. 

This was despite the fact there was no intention of any financial gain in the production of 

their uniforms. They were to be made purely in small quantities for the use of the players 

representing their State and National Indigenous squads.  

 

In the current environment Cricket Australia has made a decision not to use the flag.  The 

decision to not go into an agreement with the licensee of the Aboriginal flag is not just a 

decision on the part of Cricket Australia managed teams and events, but also reflects our 

support to other organisations and individuals within the community who would also seek to 

use it but are precluded from doing so.  

  

Our decision as of late 2019 was to not engage the licensee in any further discussions as 

Cricket Australia can better support Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander artists and 

celebrate reconciliation by directly engaging and showcasing their work through uniforms 

and other promotional opportunities.  

 

An example of this was last season when our national, state and BBL clubs proudly 
showcased Australian cricket’s commitment to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people 
by wearing Aboriginal-designed uniforms that did not feature the flag throughout the 2019/20 
summer of cricket. Similarly, the test shirts of Australia’s men’s and women’s teams during 
the 2019 Ashes featured a piece of Indigenous artwork on the collar that has come to 
symbolise the recent growth of the Indigenous game. ‘Walkabout Wickets’ was painted by 
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Indigenous artist Fiona Clarke, the great great-granddaughter of one of the players from the 
1868 Aboriginal cricket team. 

Cricket Australia does, however, recognise and respect the intellectual property rights of the 
legally recognised creator of the flag, Mr Harold Thomas.  Cricket Australia therefore 
observe there is a need for a solution that balances the protection of Mr Thomas’s rights with 
an outcome that enables use of the flag within the community, including by sporting 
organisations, for the benefit of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Island peoples - through its 
power to inspire and unite - the broader Australian population.  .   

 

Yours sincerely, 

Adam Cassidy  Courtney Hagen  

Diversity and Inclusion Manager  Indigenous Engagement Specialist 

 

Aboriginal Flag
Submission 28




