
18 September 2020

Select Committee on the Aboriginal Flag
Department of the Senate
PO Box 6100
Parliament House 
Canberra
ACT 2600

Dear Senate Select Committee Members,

This submission is made on behalf of the Reconciliation Council of Tasmania 
(Reconciliation Tasmania), formed in 2017 by Mr Bill Lawson, Co-Chair of 
Reconciliation Tasmania, and a Board member of Reconciliation Australia. The 
other Co-Chair of Reconciliation Tasmania is Ms Fiona Hughes, an Aboriginal 
woman from Trowunna/Tasmania.

The purpose of Reconciliation Tasmania is :
‘To build an equitable, just and reconciled nation where Aboriginal Tasmanians 
participate equally in all areas of life, experience respectful relationships and 
have their history accepted in our nations story.’

Reconciliation Tasmania has a Board of Governance consisting of 12 members, 
50% of whom are Aboriginal and 50% non-Aboriginal. We are a company limited 
by guarantee and are listed as a charity under the Australian Charities 
Commission. We are the only Reconciliation Council in Australia which does not 
accept government funding, and we earn our own income through enterprise, 
project grants and philanthropy.

Our understanding of the legal status of the Aboriginal Flag, designed by Mr 
Harold Thomas in 1987 is that the High Court ruled in 1995 that the Aboriginal 
Flag is the offical and legally binding flag for  the Aboriginal people of Australia.

With this decision, we believe that once a flag officially becomes the legally 
recognised representation of a people, it’s design, elements and body should 
automatically become public domain, in line with the International IP law 
(WIPO). With due regard to this, we recommend that the Federal Government 
make a case to the High Court for the flag to be moved into the public domain 
status.
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In summary:
Our submission to the Select Committee on the Aboriginal Flag is simply that the 
Aboriginal Flag must not be owned by a non-Aboriginal company whose sole 
purpose is to profit from its sale. 

The Aboriginal Flag is a powerful symbol for all Australian Aborigines and it 
must be returned to the Aboriginal people of Australia, for the free use in 
whatever way that they wish. 

The Flags creator, Mr Harold Thomas, must be recompensed for this transfer of 
ownership.

The licence and copyright held by WAM Clothing and GiftMate must be 
extinguished with full licence and copyright given to the Aboriginal people of 
Australia, under a governance arrangement to be decided by the Select 
Committee.

Reconciliation Tasmania requests that the Federal Government makes 
compulsory acquisition of licences and copyright from WAM Clothing and 
GiftMate.

Yours sincerely

Mark Redmond
Chief Executive Officer
Reconciliation Tasmania
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