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To whom it may concern,

In relation to the Senateâ€™s Select Committee on the Aboriginal Flag, I wanted to add 
my voice to the chorus of thousands of Australians seeking to â€˜free the flagâ€™ from it 
s current commercial agreement for the following reasons:

1. Of the over 500 Aboriginal Nations recognised in Australia - how many were 
consulted when deciding that the Harold Thomas art work represented their identity and 
Indigenous people as a whole? Due to this very fact I would respectfully argue that the 
Flagâ€™s premise is illegitimate.

2. Asking Indigenous community organisations who have members who have 
experienced such atrocities at the hands of the Australian Government to now pay to use 
this flag is another iteration of disrespect and active discrimination that compounds the 
issues we see our people suffering through today.

3. The commercial proprietary of the flag is inconsistant with the other national flag of 
this country where Australians are able to use and replicate without charge or 
consequence.  

4. Why has a non indigenous organisation sort the licensing agreement to reproduce a 
flag of another ethnic group of people if not to control the market and use of that flag and 
intern sections of that community if they see fit. This is apart of controlling identity and a 
form of control that is now being used against Aboriginal organisations. 

5. A Cultural symbol in the form of a flag, a nationally recognised flag by definition 
shouldnâ€™t be commercially controlled by one individual and one organisation. 

6. The lack of transparency and communication with Aboriginal organisations from 
WAM clothing has been deplorable, the method by way of cease and desist orders now 
must convey the serious nature of the issue to the Australian Government and the flow on 
affect of organisations including government not using the flag in its traditional 
communications, specifically around this years NAIDOC theme. 

I will finish with this and reluctantly because I would prefer the argument be dealt with 
based on merit but in this instance context is hugely important.

My mother, who was forcibly removed from Wave Hill Station, Kalkaringi, NT in 1942 
at the age of two endured a harrowing upbringing of abuse at the hands of the Australian 
Government. These actions altered her trajectory in life incredibly. The major sticking 
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point that she has spoken of in her recovery over many years was the fact that not only 
did they take her family, her community, her culture and her language away from her but 
they took her identity. She didn't know who she was or where she belonged for so many 
years. This flag is about identity and once again, Aboriginal Australians are fighting for 
it, where someone wants to control and profit off it. More than ever, the Australian 
government needs to acknowledge our existence and our place in this country, especially 
given the context of what has happened to our people.

Imagine if we told the ANZACâ€™s they couldnâ€™t use their emblem because 
someone owned the copyright and they had to pay for itâ€™s use?

This shouldn't even be an issue.

Commercially this will prevent Little Rocketâ€™s design work and merchandise each 
year for the Freedom Day Festival which commemorates the legacy of Vincent Lingiari 
and the 200 Gurindji who walked off the Cattle Stations and staged the longest strike in 
Australiaâ€™s history to brith Aboriginal Land Rights. How do you tell the Gurindji that 
after all the sacrifice, the massacreâ€™s and abuse they have endured that they now have 
to pay to use the flag that they celebrate with each year.

Happy to comment further on any of the remarks I have made.

I hope a solution can be made soon to â€˜free the flagâ€™. 

Thanks

John 
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