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How I put red crepe paper ‘skirt’ on candles 
ie: “Dress the Candles” 

 
I am right-handed so these directions are written from that 
perspective: 

• Take one cut skirt and gently bend the paper edge to edge as shown (corner 
to corner) to form a loop.  You do not want to actually crease the paper as 
you want leave the loop with a rounded look. 

      
 (Candle, paper & pin at start)             (Shows paper forming loops) 

• To judge where to start the skirt I use the first joint of my thumb, putting 
the joint at the end of the candle with the candle pointing up and starting 
the paper at the tip of my thumb.  

 
 

         
        (Actually 1 ¼” inch)                       (Bottom of paper is 1 ¼” up)               
• At this point some might want to pin the skirt at the top until you get the 

hang of twisting the candle while holding the skirt.  (Not shown) 
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• Holding the candle in your left hand (with your thumb holding the skirt in 
place for those not securing it with a pin) start turning the candle to the left 
while holding the rest of the skirt in your right hand and letting it slowly 
twist around the candle much like a barber pole would twist. 

 

        
 
When holding the skirt with your right hand you want to pull it taut so that 
there is a small amount of tension on the crepe paper but not too much.  
This will help keep the loops straight.  You also might want the bottom 
edge of the paper to be a little bit uneven with the side closest to the candle 
just a bit higher than the front edge.  In other words it is not necessary that 
it be perfectly even. 
 

• Secure the paper at the bottom with a pin.  
 

       
              (Before pin)                                      (Inserting pin) 
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                (Shows bottom at approx 3/8 inch of candle showing) 
 

 
I hope this helps.  It is so hard for me to describe without actually showing you.  After you read this 
and try it please don’t hesitate to call me.  I will be glad to talk you through the process.  Actually it 
is much easier when you have it in your hand and I can tell you step-by-step. 
 
As your group does this please remind them they are not to be perfect and that the beauty is in what 
the candles represent: the candle represents the purity of Christ; the flame, the light of love that 
Christ brought into a darkened world; and the red ruff the blood of Christ.  The  site of all 200 with 
the red skirts on them is so beautiful people will not be critiquing the actual skirts. 
 

Candle Board 
 
Here are a couple of pictures of one of the candle boards we use to store dressed candles    
(11 ¼ x 17)   Please note there are extra holes as it is a storage board only.  This board holds 59 
candles.  The normal spacing on a distribution board is approximately 2 ¼ inches (center to center).   

 

            


