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Welcome to Global Talent Local Business, a 
publication which features professionals from around 
the world who are making an impact in our local 
economy� The focus of this volume is on the many 
talented individuals who travel across the world 
every year to study in Kingston� More and more new 
immigrants are entering Canada with a “first-stop” 
as an international student� International students 
bring their energy, skills, and knowledge with them, 
and are making an impact on our local economy� 
When given the opportunity, international students 
become thriving members of our community� This 
publication is the work of the Kingston Immigration 
Partnership (KIP), which coordinates local efforts 
to make newcomers to Canada an integral part of a 
prosperous and vibrant Kingston�

Soyez les bienvenus à Global Talent Local 
Business, une publication mettant en vedette des 
professionnels provenant des quatre coins de la 
planète qui contribuent à stimuler l’économie de 
notre région� Ce numéro est consacré aux nombreuses 
personnes de talent qui, chaque année, parcourent 
le monde pour venir poursuivre leurs études à 
Kingston� En effet, de plus en plus de nouveaux 
immigrants viennent aux pays pour la première fois 
en tant qu’étudiants étrangers� Forts de leur énergie, 
de leurs connaissances et de leurs compétences, ils 
ont une incidence indéniable sur l’économie locale� 
Lorsqu’on leur en donne la possibilité, les étudiants 
étrangers deviennent des membres inspirants de 
notre collectivité�
La présente publication a été préparée et publiée 
par le Partenariat pour l’immigration de Kingston, un 
organisme qui coordonne les actions mises en oeuvre 
localement pour que les nouveaux arrivants au 
Canada deviennent partie intégrante de la collectivité 
prospère et dynamique de Kingston�  
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Introduction
Destination: Canada! 
A National Portrait of 
International Students�

In this, the third issue of Global Talent 

Local Business, the Kingston Immigration 

Partnership (KIP) is highlighting 

international students studying in 

Kingston and former students who have 

successfully transitioned from student life 

into full-fledged careers are becoming 

active members of the community� 

They’re a dynamic group�

Our focus on international students 

comes as the Canadian government is 

planning to invest $5 million per year in 

a new international education strategy� 

According to the Department of Foreign 

Affairs, Trade and Development Canada 

(DFATD), the investment will be “primarily 

dedicated to branding and marketing 

Canada as a world-class education 

destination to audiences within six 

priority markets” including Brazil, China, 

India, Mexico, Turkey and Vietnam� 

The Advisory Panel that developed the 

strategy suggests that the ultimate goal 

is to attract top talent “that will drive 

Canada’s future prosperity through 

strengthening… educational institutions, 

promoting research and innovation, 

building linkages for the future around 

the world, and attracting valued 

immigrants to help grow our economy�”

International students certainly 

wield economic clout� According 

to the Advisory Panel’s 2012 report, 

in 2010 international students in 

Canada spent $7�7 billion on tuition, 

accommodations and discretionary 

purchases� Long-term international 

students generated approximately 

$6�9 billion, while short-term language 

students contributed $788 million 

to the economy�  When tourism is 

factored in, international students 

generated $8 billion in spending, 

86,570 jobs and $455 million in tax 

revenue� The report recommends that 

Canada should double the number of 

full-time international students, from 

239,131 in 2011 to more than 450,000 

by 2022�”

In lean fiscal times, Canadian 

universities and colleges can offer 

education to the global marketplace� In 

exchange, foreign students can obtain 

Canadian credentials and experience� 

International education is a national 

product that distinguishes Canada 

worldwide: our country’s workforce is 

highly skilled and in the forefront of 

e-learning, multimedia, and interactive 

and web-based education�
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Increasing Enrolment

The number of internationally born 

students in Canada is increasing each 

year,  and meeting their needs is a concern 

shared by post-secondary institutions 

across the land� According to Statistics 

Canada, four per cent of all university 

students in 1992 were international 

students� The proportion increased to 

eight per cent in 2008 as the number 

of international students swelled from 

36,822 to 87,798� Today, New Brunswick 

(11�4%), British Columbia (10�6%), Nova 

Scotia (9�3%), and Manitoba (9�2%) are 

leading in gains in the percentage of 

international student enrollment� At 

Queen’s University, international student 

enrollment increased by 26% between 

2007 and 2011� Across town at St� 

Lawrence College, international student 

enrollment saw a 20% increase between 

2008 and 2012�

In recent decades the number of 

international students enrolled in 

Canadian doctoral programs has shrunk�

In 1992, 19% of international students 

were enrolled in doctoral programs, 

compared with 12%  in 2008� Similarly, the 

number of international Master’s students 

declined from 23% in 1992 to 18% by 

2008� On the other hand, undergraduate 

student enrollment increased from 55% in 

1992 to 67% in 2008� Most international 

students are aged between 25 and 29�

With respect to programs of study, 

in 2008, international students 

were enrolled in Education (2�0%), 

Mathematics, Computer and 

Information Systems (6�9%), Physical 

and Life Sciences (8�3%), Business, 

Management and Public Administration 

(23�2%), and Architecture, Engineering 

and Related Technologies (14�4%)� 

Statistics Canada reports “a shift toward 

larger percentages of students enrolling 

in business, management, and public 

administration is not evident for 

Canadian students”  numbering 16�5% in 

this field of study�

The stories of the men and women 

featured in these pages highlight the 

many ways in which global talent impacts 

local communities such as Kingston� The 

profiled individuals may have tremendous 

diversity in experience, education and 

outlook, but their narratives share 

themes of success, hard work, courage, 

determination, hope and the ability to 

overcome adversity� These values remain 

key to the newcomer story�
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Hossam Fetar arrived in Kingston in 2006 to pursue 
doctoral studies in microbiology, and adapting to 
his new program was as challenging as the move to 
a new country� It was Hossam’s first time travelling 
outside of Egypt, and he came to Kingston without 
his wife, who joined him a month later� At that time, 
he recalls, he sought a mentor to assist him in settling 
into the city� The first few months in Kingston were 
an adjustment, but his loneliness soon faded once 
he found an apartment through Queen’s housing�

“The PhD was on a different level from what I was 
used to back home in Egypt,” says Hossam� His 
Master’s degree in microbiology had had a more 
pharmaceutical focus, and doctoral work involved 
gaining expertise in genetics� “After a few semesters 
I began to adjust,” he recalls� “I got used to the lab 
work and being with my colleagues in the lab�”

Hossam’s experience is nothing new� Research 
shows that several factors – including study habits, 
educational background, and culture and language 
proficiency – influence how well international 
students adjust to college and university life and 
how they perform academically� The challenges 
are typically greater among students who require 
English-language support� They may be unfamiliar 
with the cultural norms of the host country� They 
can have greater trouble understanding and taking 
notes at lectures, and may lack the confidence to 
participate in group work� It may take them longer 
to complete readings, essays and other assignments�

Hossam Fetar, Ph.D
Pharmacist
Providence Care 
Kingston

From International Student to 
Local Professional
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While positive experiences 
can increase motivation and 
participation by international 
students, negative experiences 
often lead to feelings of shame, 
embarrassment, frustration, 
disappointment, and boredom 
in the classroom� Although 
higher education can be 
daunting to any student, 
international students exhibit 
more stress and anxiety and 
spend more time overcoming 
these challenges than 
domestic students�
While Hossam says speaking 
English in Canada was rarely 

an issue for him, studying a 
new field at the doctoral level 
was a real test – especially since 
Hossam also welcomed his 
first child during this time� Life 
was quite hectic as he juggled 
fatherhood with his academic 
demands� “It took a couple of 
years before I began to like 
Kingston,” he says� “But for my 
son, Kingston is home�”

Kingston accustomed Hossam 
to a lower-key life� He laughs 
and suggests that when he 
travels to cities such as Toronto 
or Montreal he finds the pace 

much too hectic� “Even when I 
return to Egypt, I find the pace 
too hectic,” he says� “I have 
gotten so used to living here 
now�”

“My oldest son likes school and 
he is well adjusted to life in 
Canada,” says Hossam� “My wife 
and I have decided to speak 
Arabic in our home so that we 
can pass it on to our sons�” It’s 
in the passing on of his culture 
to the next generation that 
makes Hossam feel most at 
home here in Kingston�



Ricardo Giuliani
Professor of Marketing 
St. Lawrence College
Kingston

Designing Sir John A MacDonald
One of the first things Ricardo Giuliani shares with me when we meet 
in a St� Lawrence College (SLC) boardroom is that he feels extremely 
fortunate that he and his girlfriend Carol could remain in Kingston 
after they finished their degrees at St� Lawrence College� Not only 
was Ricardo one of the top students in his Interactive Marketing 
Communications program, he recently returned to the College as 
a staff member in the same program� He’s also a creative marketing 
entrepreneur who works on interesting local marketing projects�

Ricardo is passionate about his field� He finished a marketing degree 
in Brazil and he was determined to move abroad to continue his 
studies and further his career� He looked at Europe and Australia 
first, but their high cost of living surprised him� When his father 
reminded him that Canada was an option, he started doing research 
on Canadian post-secondary opportunities in marketing�

After reviewing several programs online, he found himself most 
impressed by SLC’s website� It stood out to him not only because 
of its design and marketing materials, but also because it was clear, 
concise and inclusive to visitors for which English may be a second 
language�

After connecting with the SLC International Student office, Ricardo 
learned that a staff member of the office would soon visit Brazil� 
Ricardo met with the advisor to learn more about SLC� A few months 
later, soon after his graduation in Brazil, Ricardo was on a plane to 
Toronto�

As an international student, Ricardo was warmly welcomed in 
Kingston� “If you come here to study, everybody is nice because you 
are not competing for a job,” he explained� He enjoyed his program, 
had a great group of classmates and used his three years in the 
program to build solid connections in the Kingston community�
His advice for international students eager to stay in Kingston after 
graduation is to “meet and build relationships with Kingstonians 
who are permanent residents of the city, attend local events, and 
volunteer�”
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Ricardo has also created his 
own opportunities� With his 
classmates he initiated an 
informal mentoring program 
at SLC, and through this he 
connected with Stantive 
Solutions, a local software 
development company, 
where he landed his first 
placement and a summer 
position�
On the volunteering front, 
Ricardo decided to spend 
his time working on Engine 
1095, also known as The Spirit 
of Sir John A project� Ricardo 
designed the project logo and 
came up with the idea for the 
little train that was parked in 

front of the Tourism Information 
Centre during the restoration of 
the original locomotive that sits 
across from Kingston’s City Hall�
After graduation, Ricardo secured 
a full-time job as a Creative 
Marketing Coordinator with Rogers 
Wireless Express� This allowed 
him to apply for the Canadian 
Experience Class visa to stay in 
Canada� His role with the company 
gave him the opportunity to 
experience the multiple facets of 
marketing and valuable Canadian 
work experience�
Eight months after his graduation, 
Ricardo received a phone call from a 
former professor at SLC, asking him 
if he’d be willing to teach a course� 

Ricardo accepted, and has been a 
part-time instructor at the College 
ever since� He’s thrilled about it� 
“The most important currency 
that an international student can 
receive is trust, and the fact that a 
previous professor trusted me and 
gave me the opportunity to teach 
was fantastic�”
The combination of a full-time 
job and part-time teaching 
was complicated, and led 
Ricardo to return to his other 
passion, entrepreneurship� He 
now successfully combines his 
teaching with running a marketing 
consulting company�
He’s tackled some diverse projects, 
including creating a cookbook 

and cooking videos, social 
media consulting, and strategic 
marketing support� Ricardo 
and his girlfriend Carol have 
successfully settled in Kingston 
and now call the city home�



Saviez vous que vous ne pouviez pas placer une 
annonce pour chercher un appartement sur Kijiji 
de l’extérieur du Canada? Florie Planchot, une 
immigrante francophone, arrivée à Kingston il y a 
moins deux ans pour étudier l’italien et l’espagnol à 
l’université Queens, l’a appris à ses dépends� “J’avais 
essayé de chercher en France sur KIJIJI mais j’ai dû 
demander à quelqu’un au Canada de remplir une 
annonce pour moi et ensuite j’ai pu répondre aux 
courriels reçus� “

Florie est une jeune femme vibrante qui n’a pas 
froid aux yeux, arrivée ici armée d’une maîtrise en 
espagnole, en anglais et en traduction, elle n’en était 
pas à son premier voyage� Elle avait étudié à Dublin 
en Irlande, poursuivit un stage en Angleterre et en 
Espagne et avait pris une année sabbatique de ses 
études pour visiter l’Australie et la Nouvelle-Zélande 
équipée d’un visa vacance-travail�

L’expérience internationale est 
une valeur ajoutée reconnu par 
les employeurs locaux!

Florie Planchot
Assistante d’enseignement
Université Queen’s
Kingston 
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Florie trouve que les Canadiens sont très amicaux� ‘’En 
France on se lance sur le travail, on est beaucoup plus 
pressé� Ici, les gens sont plus conviviaux et j’en ai pris 
exemple�’’

Elle explique candidement que son intégration dans son 
poste comme assistante d’enseignement au cours de 
français à Queens lui a permise de relever certains défis�’’ 
J’ai eu l’impression d’avoir été un peu jetée dans la fosse 
aux lions avec un guide pédagogique et un manuel 
de cours� Ma coordinatrice et mes collègues de travail 
étaient présents pour m’aider mais en salle de classe, 
j’étais seule à répondre aux nombreuses questions des 
étudiants�’’ Heureusement, sa grande débrouillardise 
l’a poussée à trouver une solution� Elle a observé ses 
collègues de travail qui enseignaient la même matière 

et a adapté l’information acquise à sa manière de façon à 
livrer un service optimal à ses élèves�

Elle travaille sur son deuxième contrat d’emploi à Queens� 
Elle dit que son expérience internationale joue en sa 
faveur, illustre son esprit ouvert, sa facilité d’adaptation, 
son autonomie et sa flexibilité�

Florie conclut l’entrevue en offrant un conseil à tous les 
immigrants qui désirent réussir leur intégration au Canada� 
‘’ Restez ouverts à toutes les options, soyez à l’écoute de 
ce qui se passe autour de vous, créez-vous un réseau de 
contact, participez à des évènements mais surtout faites-
vous connaître par la communauté�’’
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Rico Garcia is a Queen’s University 
student in his final year of an 
Honours Bachelor of Arts degree 
program, specializing in Economics 
and Global Development Studies� 
He came to Canada on a student 
visa in 2009 from Monterrey, Mexico 
and has applied for a work permit 
that will allow him to work in 
Canada for three years� He’s already 
landed a role as a Business Analyst 
with the managemetn consulting 
firm McKinsey & Co, a position that 
awaits him upon his graduation 
from Queen’s�  His dream is to attend 
graduate school�

Rico wants to make the most out 
of his time in Canada, but plans to 
return to Mexico eventually� In the 
meantime he returns there once 
or twice a year� “I miss the family 
traditions, the food, and my parents�” 
In Canada, he spends time with 
what he calls his Canadian family”, 
who live in Sydenham, a village just 
north of Kingston, and he cherishes 
the many friends and acquaintances 
he’s made while studying at Queen’s�

As a student in Mexico at the 
Foundation American School of 
Monterrey – a private international 
day school that specializes in 
providing students with a U�S� - 

Innovation for Today’s Generation

Rico Garcia
Bachelor of Applied 
Economics 
ArtSci’ 2013
Queen’s University, Kingston

based education – many of his 
teachers were Queen’s alumni who 
spoke highly about the university� 
Rico was drawn to their loyalty and 
ongoing affiliation with their alma 
mater, so Rico applied to study there 
after attending a summer camp 
Tweed, Ontario (where, incidentally, 
many of his camp counsellors were 
Queen’s students)� Upon visiting the 
campus he was struck by its focus 
on community and school spirit�

Today, Rico is proud to be wearing 
the Queen’s jacket� “Once you 
graduate from Queen’s, you remain 
connected to the university�” He 
described Queen’s as being “large 
enough to offer a wide range of 
opportunities, but small enough 
to feel welcoming, making it easy 
to get involved”  There is a sense 
of community, an ability to remain 
connected, and the ability to 
network with other Queen’s alumni�” 
Living in residence enabled him 
to overcome the challenges of an 
international student living away 
from home for the first time� He says 
the Queen’s University International 
Centre (QUIC) was instrumental 
in providing support when he 
applied for his work permit and in 
answering other questions he had 
as an international student�
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This past summer Rico 
participated in the Queen’s 
Summer Innovation Initiative� 
Offered jointly by the Faculty 
of Engineering and Applied 
Science and the Queen’s School 
of Business, the program 
enables students to foster and 
entrepreneurship skills imparted 
by faculty, entrepreneurs, and 
business experts� The student 
participants work in teams 
to create business ideas, and 
Rico was part of a creative trio 
that developed ChargeCentre 
ChargeCentre�ca, a portable 
cellphone charging station – 
essentially, a brick-sized battery 
in an attractive wood case – 
that is offered to customers in 
local bars and restaurants� Each 
station can charge three cell 
phones at a time� Stations are 
housed behind the bar of the 
restaurants and customers can 

ask to use it at the dining table� 
Rico explained ChargeCentre 
allows customers whose cell 
phones have run out of a charge 
to recharge them at their table 
as they eat, drink or enjoy local 
entertainment� The product 
has been endorsed by local 
restaurants such as Jack Astors, 
Nuevo Tango and The Keg, and 
the partners are pitching their 
invention to restaurants and 
bars nationally�

What advice does Rico have 
for prospective international 
students? “Don’t be afraid to 
get involved right away�” (Rico 
served as Chair of the AMS 
Board of Directors, where he 
oversaw all corporate services�) 
“Canada is very welcoming, so 
try to make Canadian friends�” 
“Get involved in Canadian 
holidays like Thanksgiving and 
Canada Day�” “Subscribe to The 
Globe and Mail to learn about 
Canadian politics�”

“Make friends with members 
of the local community,” he 
says� “Your culture is important 
and you will be able to share 
your culture in Canada�”  Rico 
practices what he preaches� 
Each week, he and his brother 
air a radio show called “If the 
North were the South”, which 
features the best in Latin music 
on Queen’s campus station, 
CFRC� a show that is now run by 
his brother Max”�

Services aux immigrants
Immigrant Services

ORIENTATION   INFORMATION   COUNSELLING

APPELEZ-NOUS / CALL US
613 546-7863

Services bilingues et gratuits
Bilingual and Free Services 

Ateliers
Workshops

Logement
Housing

Établissement
Settlement

Santé
Health

Système d’éducation
Education System

Citoyenneté canadienne
Canadian Citizenship

Aide à l’emploi
Job Search

Barriefield Centre, 760 Hwy 15, Kingston ON  K7L 0C3
613 546-7863    www.acfomi.org



Ivy Zhang
Admissions Assistant 
Student Services
St. Lawrence College
Kingston

Paying it Forward one 
Student at a Time

Having grown up in China and 
worked in the financial sector 
in Japan, Ivy Zhang could work 
anywhere in the world – but 
she chose Kingston� Working 
at St� Lawrence College, Ivy is 
just one of many international 
students who have successfully 
taken advantage of Kingston’s 
workplace opportunities� “It’s 
small enough to tour, and big 
enough to enjoy,” says Ivy� “It also 
gives me the chance to learn so 
much about Canadian culture�”

Ivy was born in Shenyang, China, 
but moved from home to attend 
Kyushu University in Japan for 
her first round of post-secondary 
education� She obtained a 
Bachelor of Sciences degree, 
majoring in Biology� She wanted 
to advance her education further, 
but in a different country� After 
two years of working long and 
demanding hours in the finance 
industry in Tokyo, Ivy applied to 
the Advertising and Marketing 
Communications program at SLC� 
After receiving her acceptance 
letter, she applied for her student 
residence and, two years ago, 
made the courageous move to 
Canada�

After starting the program she 
quickly fell in love with Kingston� 

“The students at SLC and the teachers 
are very friendly and helpful� Not to 
mention, I simply love Kingston� It is 
a very welcoming city�” For all these 
reasons, after graduating from her 
two-year program this past June, she 
decided to settle here�

Her passion for international 
education led Ivy to apply for a 
student position at the International 
Office at SLC� After her graduation, 
her former supervisor from the 
International Office suggested 
that Ivy consider working in SLC’s 
Admission Office� She took the 
advice and transitioned into her 
current role, which involves handling 
queries about student admissions 
to the school, communicating with 
domestic students, and dealing with 
all matters relating to international 
student admissions�

Despite her busy schedule, she 
manages to find time to contribute 
to the Kingston community� She 
volunteers at the Chinese Canadian 
Association of Kingston and District 
– where she applies what she 
learned in school to marketing-
related tasks – and with the Kingston 
Immigration Partnership (KIP)� Her 
multiple volunteer positions and 
her positive personality contribute 
greatly to her success�

Ivy hopes to continue working with international students to help 
them further their education, or to work in marketing� She believes 
that in the future there will be more job opportunities in Kingston 
for international students� She has recently applied for permanent 
resident status and advises international students planning to study 
in Kingston to obtain local job experience� “Be positive, be open to 
new people and experiences,” she says� “And make as many friends 
as possible – they could be your future network in the community�”
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Muhammad J� Husain landed in Kingston in 2006 as a Bachelor of 
Commerce student at Queen’s School of Business� The 17-year-old 
was determined to become an accountant, overcome the challenges 
of leaving his family behind in Pakistan, and make new friends in a 
new city� Muhammad lived in a university residence and was eager to 
learn about Canadian culture�

For newcomers to Canada, fitting in is extremely important, especially 
for those for whom English is a second language� Muhammad 
had developed some proficiency in English while attending an 
international school in Pakistan, but in Kingston he found that 
some common English terms confused him� Muhammad credits the 
Queen’s University International Centre (QUIC) for supporting him in 
a variety of ways: its staff helped him file his tax return, apply for a 
work permit, and provided him with other useful resources� For him, 
the QUIC was “like a bubble” that took care of the needs of students 
new to Canada�

Living in residence proved to be an invaluable experience, since 
it placed him among other students “in the same boat”, whether 
they were from Toronto, the U�S�, or abroad� Muhammad says 
residence living helped him settle in, and he recommends that new 
international students also consider it because they can interact with 
other students at a similar stage in their lives�

Another challenge Muhammad had to overcome as a newcomer to 
Kingston was adjusting to a new teaching style� Compared to their 
Pakistani counterparts, he notes that Canadian professors often 
present theory and expect students to solve problems on their own� 
This is compared to teaching that he described as more “hands on”� 
To adjust to this new teaching style, Muhammad often read “required 
readings” ahead of time in an attempt to master the materials prior 
to attending lectures�

He reflects on this experience as an example of the extent to which 
international students must adapt to a new environment in Canada, 
in Kingston, and on campus� His advice to international students 
looking to study in Canada is be open, accept change, and don’t 
“hide”�
 

Muhammad J. Husain 
Accountant
Cruickshank Construction
Kingston

Achieving Success One Number at a Time
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“Don’t simply go from class to 
home,” he says� “Try to meet other 
students on campus� Don’t create 
a barrier� Canadians are as much 
interested in learning your culture 
as you are in learning theirs� Never 
be afraid to go to QUIC to ask for 
help, because they are there to 
help you�”

Muhammad also believes that 
international students must 
confront their fears head on� 
“Never hesitate to speak or 
start a conversation� People will 
understand you even if you make 
a few grammatical errors� The more 
you speak, the better your English 
will become� It is all right to make 
mistakes�”

Muhammad says his Bachelor 
of Commerce degree prepared 
him well for his current position 
as Accounting Supervisor at 
Cruickshank Construction, a 
company that builds roads, bridges 
and municipal infrastructure� 
Here, Muhammad leads a team of 
accounts payable and accounts 
receivable clerks� He also helps to 
develop accounting policies and 
procedures and prepare monthly 
financial statements�

While Muhammad has applied 
for permanent residency status 
through the Canadian Experience 
Class, he is currently working in 
Canada on a Post Graduation 
Work Permit� He’s also eagerly 
waiting for his spouse to join him 

in Canada� While he waits he 
also plans to complete his CGA 
(Certified General Accountants) 
designation�

What Muhammad loves most 
about Kingston is its “homey, 
small-town” feel� He speaks 
about how polite everyone is 
and its slow-paced way of life, 
compared to larger centres such 
as Toronto and Montreal� He 
speaks approvingly about the 
growth in services available to 
newcomers to Kingston�

“Kingston is on the right track,” 
he says� “The city is getting more 
and more diverse as people from 
all over the globe settle here 
and bring with them a wealth 
of knowledge and expertise�” 
Programs such as the Kingston 
Immigration Partnership (KIP) 
– which didn’t exist when he 
arrived – are helping to ensure 
that the needs of immigrants are 
met right from the first day of 
their arrival to the city�

Seven years after his arrival 
in Kingston, Muhammad can 
look back on his journey and 
feels satisfied with his current 
success� He speaks of hard work, 
perseverance and dedication 
as key aspects of his unending 
drive to succeed� His advice to 
newcomers: “Make sure you are 
100% dedicated, and work with 
honesty and passion if you wish 
to fulfill your dreams�”

Visit us at 182 Sydenham Street in 
the KEYS Job Centre
Call Iris Kennedy at 343-363-1433
Email ikennedy@care4nurses.org

CARE Centre provides support to 
internationally educated nurses. 
We can help you enter the nursing 
profession in Ontario.
Join CARE Centre and receive:

Use your nursing skills 
Pass registration exams  
Work in Ontario

NOW SERVING CLIENTS IN KINGSTON

www.care4nurses.org

• Individual case management  support
• A plan created for your success
• Nursing Readiness Assessment
• Nursing-specific language courses
• Observational Job Shadowing
• Exam Preparation
• Networking and Professional  
   Development



From the Classroom to the Real World

Adegboyega Babasola 
Energy Management 
Professional 
Queen’s University Alumni 
Kingston

A lifelong commitment to higher 
education brought Adegboyega 
Babasola to Canada and eventually 
to Kingston� Born in Nigeria, 
Adegboyega came to Canada to join 
his wife Dunni, who had completed 
post-graduate studies at Dalhousie 
University before she began work 
on her doctorate in Chemical 
Engineering at Queen’s University� 
For her husband, the opportunity 
to study at one of North America’s 
most respected universities was 
too good to pass up� Adegboyega 
enrolled in a Master’s program in 
Chemical Engineering at Queen’s 
and graduated several years ago�

While Dunni is now currently a 
top-level researcher at Queen’s 
University Arthritis Research Centre 
at the Kingston General Hospital, 
Adegboyega has moved from a Lead 
Researcher position at St� Lawrence 
College to the Energy Management 
field�

“While at St� Lawrence, my role 
was as lead researcher and project 
manager for an industry focus 
program� I was responsible for 
facilitating industry partnerships 
by bringing projects to the college� 
This gets the college’s resources 
supporting an industry and gives 

students real-world experience 
while in school� It also allows them 
to network with an industry and 
hopefully [help them become] 
highly qualified personnel who can 
hit the ground running when they 
finish their program,” explained 
Adegboyega�

“What I was really doing was 
breaking down the wall between 
the classroom and the real 
world�  My main focus was on the 
renewable energy field, because 
that is a growing industry in this 
area and around the world� So I was 
dealing with a lot of companies 
doing business in solar, wind and 
biomass energy�”

His new role is the focus on energy 
conservation� “I am helping energy 
consumers develop strategies on 
reducing their energy demand 
and consumption� So that’s very 
interesting�”

The Babasolas were married in 2005 
and came to Kingston a short time 
later� They have three daughters, 
ages seven, five and three� The family 
chose to live in Canada because of 
its international reputation as one of 
the best places in the world to live�
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“We saw the education system in 
Canada to be of high quality, and 
also just the overall environment 
and people� I think our decision 
to choose Canada as our home 
was because we consider you 
to be a peaceful and tolerant 
people� For me personally, my 
time at Queen’s was a great 
experience� Queen’s has a 
program that integrates foreign 
students and provides a great 
atmosphere for foreign students 
to come into this city and do 
their studying� But even knowing 
that, I was still kind of surprised 
just how welcoming the system 
was,” he said�

“I think the city of Kingston itself 
is very welcoming� People are 
very nice, and just willing to help 
newcomers� If we have ever had 
a problem, people are always 
around with help and a solution� 
People are always smiling too� It’s 
just a very welcoming culture�”

Before coming to Canada, the 
Babasolas heard horror stories 
about Canadian winters, but 
Adegboyega says the weather 
isn’t as bad as he expected� “My 
expectations were very high and 
I think I over-prepared,” he says� 
“When the snow came it wasn’t 
so much of a shock because I 
had really prepared! We were 
surprised at the volume of snow 
on the ground, but we were 
equally surprised at the quick 
response in clearing the snow� 

Everybody just adapted so well� 
It was incredible to see�”

So was his kids’ reaction to the 
white stuff� “My kids totally love 
snow� When I complain that it’s 
cold out, they want to be outside 
playing in the snow�”

Education is destined to become 
a significant factor in the lives of 
their three daughters� Babasola’s 
father received his education 
from Oxford University in the 
United Kingdom and he travelled 
the world on business� Growing 
up in Nigeria, a former British 
colony, the younger Babasola 
attended some of the nation’s 
top schools where intellectual 
rigour and discipline were 
encouraged and fostered�

“What I remember most about 
Nigeria is that you had to be 
educated and go to school if you 
wanted to make something of 
yourself� That was really stressed 
by my parents� I was brought up 
to continuously be trained and 
I even did a lot of training and 
studying outside of school� It 
has always been a big part of my 
life� As I am speaking to you I am 
thinking about the next step in 
my education, which is possibly 
doing an MBA,” he said�

“Politically, Nigeria has made 
progress in recent years� It was 
controlled by the military for 
a long time, but the country 

has transitioned to civilian rule 
now and I think that is really 
changing things� A lot of people 
who travelled overseas to study 
and work are now going back 
to Nigeria to help develop 
programs and make the country 
more stable, economically�”

Adegboyega said his dream is to 
to make a similar contribution, 
given the education, skills and 
experiences he has developed in 
Kingston�

“We do have a desire to give 
back and provide engineering 
support and help with 
infrastructure development as 
well� I am working with some 
friends to develop a not-for-
profit agency called Power 
Africa� We develop policies 
and provide recommendations 

for government and the private 
sector on how to develop 
power infrastructure in rural 
communities that have no access 
to the electricity grid�” “Distributed 
generation systems can help to 
solve power deficiencies in rural 
African communities� Power Africa 
is working towards using these 
solutions to help these areas and 
we are exploring other ways to 
assist these communities�

Adegboyega and his family are 
examples of motivated young 
professionals who recognized 
the high quality of education and 
lifestyle in Canada, and who have 
made a happy home in Kingston� 
They are not only contributing 
to their community – they 
aspire to make more significant 
contributions to Africa in the 
future�
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“Hard work, getting involved, and networking.” These are the three 
activities that helped Tian Lu succeed.

Tian Lu first moved to Canada from China six years ago� Initially 
she had trouble communicating with her peers, but she’s come a 
long way since then� After attending a Canadian high school for 
a year, Tian applied to several universities� She decided to attend 
Queen’s, and four years later capped the completion of her 
undergraduate degree by winning a university medal awarded to 
the top-ranking Electrical Engineering student� Tian is currently 
working on her Master’s degree in Electrical Engineering, also at 
Queen’s�

Tian is actively involved in extracurricular campus life� She serves 
as the International Student’s Affairs Commissioner in the Society 
of Graduate and Professional Students (SGPS), a position that 
involves many different roles and responsibilities� In essence, 
she’s the bridge between Queen’s international graduate 
students and the SGPS, which has direct influence on decisions 
made by the university’s administration� It’s here that Tian is able 
to advocate on behalf of the international community at Queen’s�

Her job demands a hands-on approach� Tian and the commission 
team work to develop projects, activities and events that benefit 
international students� They also spend long hours speaking to 
students – something Tian sees as particularly important� She 
explains that the commission isn’t geared towards social events, 
since other organizations cater to this; instead, the commission 
focuses on needs – by, for instance, identifying barriers 
international students face, discovering gaps in services in the 
Kingston area and working to address them�

The barriers can involve easy-to-overlook things� According to 
Tian, many countries around the world have résumé formatting 
guidelines that differ from those in Canada� Many new 
Canadians might not be aware of this and, as such, might be at a 
disadvantage when applying for jobs� 

Tian Lu
Student, Masters of Applied 
Science, 2014
Queen’s University, Kingston

Catching the Queen’s Spirit: 
Learning through Involvement
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Tian and the SGPS have developed 
a workshop to address this issue�

Tian has also developed a 
“networking tour”  for international 
students in conjunction with the 
Kingston Immigration Partnership 
(KIP), whose staff help newcomers 
integrate into the Kingston 
community� The networking tour 
is a “mixer” event held in Kingston 
where international students meet 
with local businesspeople and 
entrepreneurs� It’s an valuable 
opportunity that international 
students might have trouble 
obtaining otherwise, and is an 
excellent way for them to connect 
with potential local mentors�

The International Student Affairs 
Commission is relatively new at 
Queen’s – it’s been operating for 
three years� As a result, Tian is 
trying to define the commission’s 
role and position it as a leadership 
mechanism that will consistently 
deliver quality products and 
events�

Tian’s experience as an 
international student enables 
her to relate to the struggles that 
international students face� Tian 
says her own biggest challenges 
included the language barrier and 
adapting to life in Canada� But she 
overcame them, one by one� To 
improve her communication skills 
she got involved in community 
events� By volunteering and 

working as a Teaching Assistant, 
she improved her ability to 
communicate in her second 
language� She began meeting 
colleagues and professors in her 
Engineering program�

Today, Tian feels a sense of 
satisfaction with her contribution 
to the Queen’s and international 
student community� “I enjoy it 
because I’m building a leadership 
program to deliver high-quality 
events and projects to truly 
solve students’ needs,” she says� 
“Along the way, even though I 
am helping people, it’s a way to 
build up my own skills� It’s very 
rewarding�”

Tian’s advice to new international 
students to Queen’s is succinct� 
“Step into society, make new 
friends, volunteer, and enjoy the 
community,” she says� “You’re 
going to gain so much more than 
you expect�”

Tian plans to complete her 
Master’s degree this August, and 
already has job offers from a 
number of Canadian companies� 
Her academic studies and her 
extra-curricular volunteering 
have prepared Tian to enter the 
Canadian workplace – and she’s 
gearing up to give back to the 
country that has given her so 
much�

Le Réseau de Soutien à l’Immigration  Francophone 
de l’Est de l’Ontario est  financé par Citoyenneté 
et Immigration Canada.  Son but est la mise en 
œuvre du plan  stratégique qui favorise l’accueil, 
l’établissement et l’intégration réussie des 
immigrants francophones dans les communautés 
francophones en situation minoritaire notamment 
en encourageant les organismes locaux  et les 
employeurs existants à ce concerter et à développer 
des partenariats solides. Les agentes de projets du 
Réseau de Soutien travaillent   en collaboration 
avec les secteurs publics et privés de la région de 
l’Est de l’Ontario pour promouvoir l’immigration 
Francophone. 

The Francophone Immigration Support Network 
of East Ontario is financed by Citizenship and 
Immigration Canada.  The aim is to apply the 
strategic plan in order to foster the reception, 
settlement and successful integration of 
Francophone immigrants in Francophone minority 
communities, particularly by encouraging 
existing local agencies and employers to consult 
together and develop strong partnerships.  The 
project agents for the Support Network work in 
collaboration with the public and private sectors 
in the region of Eastern Ontario to promote 
Francophone immigration. 
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Ahsen Basit first came to Canada 
at age 10, when his family 
emigrated from Pakistan� He 
returned to his home country 
for a short time to attend high 
school, and two years ago he 
enrolled in the Bachelor of 
Commerce program at Queen’s 
School of Business� Some of his 
relatives are Queen’s alumni, 
which made Queen’s a natural 
choice� Ahsen is now a Canadian 
citizen and loves his new home�  
“Kingston is the most closely 
knit community in the world,” 
says Ahsen, 21� “It has great 
facilities and a scenic beauty�”

As a specialist in technological 
innovation, Ahsen hopes to 
develop and launch businesses 
that will allow him to exercise his 
creativity and business finesse� 
He’s already on his way: this past 
summer he participated in the 
Queen’s Summer Innovation 
Initiative, an interdisciplinary 
program that develops 
innovators and entrepreneurs 
with a focus on rapidly changing 
and technology-driven 
companies� With four partners, 
Ahsen worked TheNextBook, 
a website that helps people 
discover what book they 
should read next by providing 
recommendations from various 
authors and thought leaders� 
They expect to launch the site 
in March 2014, and so far have 
received book suggestions 
from luminaries including Mark 

Ahsen Basit 
Student, Bachelor of 
Commerce 2015 
Queen’s School of Business 
Kingston

Developing the Spirit of 
Entrepreneurship

Cuban – billionaire, entrepreneur, 
and owner of the Dallas 
Mavericks – and Daymond John, 
the founder of FUBU, a hip-hop 
clothing line�

Ahsen’s passion for start-ups and 
innovation got him involved with 
another emerging company, 
Alumnify (see Alumnifyapp�
com), whose product is an 
alumni engagement platform 
that helps organizations keep 
alumni involved while managing 
alumni data� The app’s key 
function is to help bridge the gap 
between alumni and students 
and to change the way they 
interact with each another� Ten 
universities in United States and 
Canada have expressed interest 
in the app, and Ahsen hopes the 
firm can launch the app globally� 
Ahsen is proud of his internship, 
because it enabled him to think 
outside the box� 

Regarding his experience as a 
university student in Kingston, 
Ahsen adapted to Kingston 
easily� This is in contrast to his 
experience as a Grade 5 pupil 
in Mississauga, Ontario, when 
his teachers asked him to take 
an ESL course, a challenge that 
many international students 
face� Another is speaking 
with an “accent” – Ahsen, for 
instance, couldn’t pronounce 
certain English words (such as 
for “Vegas”)� There were other, 

smaller hurdles, but he 
leaned on friends for support 
rather than looking to formal 
agencies or departments on 
campus�

Ahsen considers Kingston as 
one of the best cities in the 
world to live� Nestled between 
Toronto and Montreal, the 
city is large enough to test 
out new product ideas for 
budding entrepreneurs� Still, 
Ahsen says, the city needs 
more incubation facilities 

where young entrepreneurs can 
develop and test new ideas�

What are Ahsen’s keys to 
success? “Give the world the 
best, and it will return it you�” 
Also helpful, he says, is a “go-
getter attitude”, an ability to 
get things done, and a passion 
for solving “real-life problems”� 
His advice for newcomers to 
Kingston: “Become involved in 
the community and follow your 
passions� Meet new people, 
grow your network and enjoy!”
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Le 12 janvier 2010 à 16 heures 
53 minutes, peut-être étiez-vous 
affairé à préparer le souper? À 
défaire les boîtes à diner de vos 
enfants? Peut-être étiez-vous 
sur la route de retour du travail?

Varnek Édouard Bazile, lui 
était dans les décombres du 
tremblement de terre de niveau 
7�3 qui frappait Haïti cherchant 
sa femme Merline Valbrun Bazile 
et ses enfants Anniha 6 ans 
et Edwin 4 ans� Tristement, le 
séisme leur coûtera tous la vie� 
Haïti est l’un des pays les plus 
pauvres du monde, mais ne vous 
détrompez pas les Haïtiens sont 
résilients et des combattants 
innés� Haïti, un pays colonisé par 
les français, a été le premier pays 
à créer un état après la révolte 
des esclaves� Haïti est devenu un 
pays indépendant le 1er Janvier 
1804�

La résilience haïtienne, Varnek 
Édouard Bazile peut nous en 
parler longtemps� Édouard à 
immigrer au Canada en 2011, 
avec un visa d’étudiant dans 
le but d’obtenir un diplôme 
en science informatique au 
collège St-Lawrence, presque 
qu’un an jour pour jour après 
la catastrophe naturelle qui lui 
avait enlevé sa famille et tous 
ses biens�

Cette nouvelle aventure n’allait 
pas être sans défi mais avec 
le soutien de Helen Chadwick 

Edouard Balzile
Représentant bilingue des 
ventes, Intercall
St-Lawrence College
Kingston

La résilience et le bilinguisme aide un 
immigrant francophone à se reconstruire 
une famille et à se trouver un emploi!

du bureau international de 
St-Lawrence College et d’un 
ancien étudiant du College 
Wilfranc St-Val, Édouard le 
combattant a réussi encore une 
fois à se surpasser� Édouard a 
décroché son premier emploi à 
Kingston comme représentant 
de l’association étudiante� Il se 
dit fier d’avoir su s’adapter à un 
nouvel environnement tout en 
restant lui-même, une personne 
gentille et ouverte�

Édouard, qui a reçu une 
formation en informatique et 
en enseignement de l’anglais 
langue seconde dans son pays, 
admet reconnaître certaines 
barrières à son embauche liées 
à la non-reconnaissance de 
son expérience passée par les 
employeurs locaux� Il se dit 
heureux d’avoir dénicher un 
travail comme représentant 
bilingue des ventes au service 
à la clientèle chez Intercall� 
Cependant, il souhaite pouvoir 
obtenir un emploi dans son 
domaine d’expertise�

Édouard est maintenant remarié 
à une charmante dame nommé 
Marie Johanne Théodore� Le 
couple a eu une petite fille nommé 
Jovaniha et attend présentement 
la venue d’un petit garçon 
prévu pour le printemps� Tous 
les deux souhaitent s’installer 
au Canada de façon définitive� 
Édouard travaille présentement 

sur la confection d’un plan d’affaires pour démarrer sa propre 
entreprise de services informatiques�

En dernier lieu, Edouard avait ceci à offrir comme conseil à tous 
les étudiants internationaux qui désirent s’intégrer à Kingston: 
« Persévérez et n’hésitez pas à frapper à toutes les portes pour 
vous établir un réseau de contact »�
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International students on Canadian campuses 
are now a common sight, but this wasn’t the case 
when Vikram Varma first came to Canada as an 
undergraduate student in the mid-1980s� Vikram 
was not the typical international student (if such 
a thing even exists)� After finishing high school in 
New York City, his parents moved the family back to 
Bombay, India� Upon his return, Vikram faced what 
many young immigrants to Canada have faced, a 
school system that wouldn’t recognize his overseas 
diploma� So he went back to school�

After graduating from high school a second time, 
Vikram decided to travel back to North America, this 
time to Vancouver� An uncle in Canada helped him 
apply to Simon Fraser University, where he studied 
Biochemistry� “Funnily enough, ” Vikram notes with a 
laugh, “my admission to SFU was based on my high 
school diploma from New York, not the subsequent 
years of education I had done in India�”

Vikram arrived at SFU midway through the school 
year because of visa difficulties� Once there, he 
stayed put – completing an Honours Bachelor’s 
degree in 1987, enrolling in a Master’s program and 
continuing on to complete his Ph�D in 1993� After a 
brief stint in Switzerland on a post-doc fellowship 
Vikram returned to Canada, this time to work in 
Ottawa�

Vikram Varma, Ph.D
CFO, PrintFleet
Kingston

International Students become 
community leaders�
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After several years of research and work in the national capital – 
at large technology companies such as MITEL and start-ups like 
Leapstone Systems – Vikram decided to pursue an MBA� Vikram 
earned his Queen’s MBA in 2004� “Queen’s was my first choice 
in Canada,” he says� The plan was to move his young family to 
Kingston, and the same day he bought a home in the city, he 
signed the papers right before driving back to Ottawa for his son’s 
birth� 

His current boss, Chris McFarlane, was also his first boss in Kingston 
a decade earlier, at a company called Fuel Cell Technologies (FCT)� 
Vikram’s MBA team had worked on a project for FCT, and later that 
year, when Vikram met Chris at a local networking dinner, Chris let 

him know they had a vacant position� Vikram applied, and got the 
job� After working at FCT for three years, he moved to another local 
tech company� Two years after that he stepped away from the tech 
sector to helm the Community Foundation of Kingston and Area� 
It was a worthwhile move� “My four years there were a tremendous 
opportunity to contribute to the community,” he recalls�

Vikram is now the Chief Financial Officer at PrintFleet, an 
international company headquartered in Kingston� After 
completing his MBA, he’d been hoping for a “CFO role” – and he’s 
pleased he could reach that goal in Kingston� Looking back over 
his journey and at the places he’s lived – Kerala, New York, Bombay, 
Vancouver, Ottawa – Vikram realizes that “Kingston is the place I’ve 
stayed the longest” and it is here that he hopes to stay�

23



17

945 Princess St. at Innovation Park
Kingston, Ontario K7L 3N6
www.kingstoncanada.com

Tel:  613 544-2725
Toll: 866 665-3326
info@kingstoncanada.com

Kingston Economic Development Corporation

Kingston is an amazing city for people to live, work 
and do business. History on the waterfront, cultural 
amenities, world renowned schools, exceptional 
health care, plentiful career opportunities and a 
vibrant downtown. 
   These are just a few of the reasons why Kingston 
is generating buzz and is home to breakthrough 
ideas and healthy lifestyles. If you’re looking for 
an innovative community as the backdrop for a 
successful life, it’s time to make Kingston home. 

 ✓ Your dollar goes further in Kingston, get a great 
quality of life without the expensive price tag.
 ✓ You are within a 3-hour drive of major urban 
centres – close enough for a visit, but you get to 
come home for dinner.
 ✓ Your average commute is 12 minutes.
 ✓ You can buy a home for less than $250,000.
 ✓ You’ll be part of a city ranked top in Canada for 
young, talented workers, families and retirees. 
Perfect for all stages of your life.

Interested in starting a business?
Contact the Entrepreneur Centre for support, 
consultations, networking events, 
workshops and mentoring.

Looking for a new career ?
Follow postings on twitter #kingstonishiring 
or visit us online www.kingstonishiring.com.

Welcome Home to Kingston



*bbc.com/travel/feature/20131119-living-in-great-university-towns queensu.ca/international

Queen’s University is a community, more than 170 years of tradition, academic excellence, research, limestone buildings
and beautiful waterfront campus. Located only 10 minutes from the downtown, Kingston is a home-away-from-home 
to over 24,000 students from more than 70 di�erent countries. Rated one of the top five university towns in the world 
by BBC*, Kingston has all of the amenities of a large city, but retains that small-town feel. Here together we learn, discover,
think and do.

A world-class experience nestled 
in a welcoming community
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Small-class setting, world-class teaching. 
St. Lawrence College has welcomed hundreds 
of students from around the world, many of 
whom chose to remain to apply their skills in 
local businesses or to start their own.  We are 
also a destination of choice for many 
new-to-Canada residents who are attracted 
by our small class sizes and hands-on learning 
in more than 85 programs from certificates 
and diplomas to degrees. 

Brockville, Cornwall, Kingston

stlawrencecollege.ca  
dreamit@sl.on.ca
1.800.463.0752

       What I love most 
about SLC are the small 
classroom sizes and the 

caring professors! #MySLC. 
See what others are saying at #MySLC


