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Manhattan’s Small Pottery 
Studios: 

 

Chambers Pottery 

Mud Sweat and Tears 

Supermud Pottery Studio 

  

  

To the out-of-town visitor, the New York experience seems about as 
far from everyday life as the distance between the base and the tip 
top of the new World Trade Center. The sheer quantity of people 
and cabs and the constant rush of pedestrians evoke a disturbed 
anthill, with frenzy all around. Yet in the eye of the New Yorker, the 
city is a network of familiar neighborhoods, each with its own 
identity and resources for the richness of life common to much 
smaller cities. A closer looks reveals bookstores, hardware stores, 
and small grocers to meet the needs of local residents and to 
provide meeting places that build familiarity and community. In 
three Manhattan neighborhoods, that sense of community is 
enriched by the presence of small pottery studios, each offering a 
sanctuary of creativity amid the bustle of the urban landscape. 

Not far from the 
Manhattan tower of the 
Brooklyn Bridge, in the 

Tribeca neighborhood, Chambers Pottery is tucked into a second 
floor space in a turn-of-the-century building. Founded seventeen 
years ago by native New Yorker Amanda Mathews, the studio 



offers classes for children and adults six 
days a week. About ten studio potters 
work regularly at the space and some 
serve as instructors for the classes, 
along with Mathews. The space is large 
and airy, with two kilns, ten wheels, and 
plenty of workspace for hand building. 
Studio monitors offer assistance during 
open studio time, which is generally well 

attended by a group of long-time students from the neighborhood. 
One such student, Carol, raised her children in the neighborhood 
and has been a regular at Chambers for many years. She says, "I 
brought my son here when he was little and he talked me into 
coming. He made a set of dishes here and he still eats off of them! 
He’s 25 years old now. He took them with him to college!" Carol 
says the studio offers her a quiet break in her busy week. She 
enjoys the relationships she has formed with the other students and 
staff. Classes for children are offered two days a week, after school. 
Two adult classes are offered each evening, Monday through 
Thursday, in addition to weekend mornings. Chambers Pottery is 
part of the neighborhood, along with a small hardware store and 
bookstore across the street and a music studio around the corner. 

On Tenth Avenue at 46th Street in Mid-town, 
Mud Sweat and Tears was a pioneer in the 
rehabilitation of a neighborhood. Current owner 
Bob Gereke came to the studio over 20 years 
ago when the midtown area known as Hell’s 
Kitchen was still plagued by crime. He recalls, 
"We were here in the beginning. It was 

definitely gritty. Today, it is nothing like 
it was." During the late 1990s, the area 
became more and more gentrified and 
today is a popular and pricey 
neighborhood popular among actors and 
performers. Gereke had been a dancer 
when he first came to the pottery studio. 
He worked in stained glass and was 
drawn to ceramics. He eventually 



purchased the business. Today, the studio is home to over 30 
potters. Mud Sweat and Tears offers a full range of classes in hand 
building, wheel throwing, and glazing for adults and children, taught 
by a faculty of seven instructors. Unique to Mud Sweat and Tears 
are the many group experiences that are offered in addition to 
classes. Each week, locals can drop by for Friday Night Out, a 
casual social event that includes a pottery lesson and is billed as "a 
tranquil, creative alternative to the noisy bar scene." Snacks and 
soft drinks are included, and participants are welcome to bring 
alcoholic beverages. Preregistration is not necessary, but groups of 
8 or more can reserve, adding a thematic element of their choosing 
to the event. This fall, locals can come by for "Drop-in Wheel 
Night" on Thursdays. Many people have called to ask about trying 
the wheel before committing to a class. Gereke says this new 
offering will give them that opportunity and hopefully inspire some 
to enroll for more formal instruction. True to Hell’s Kitchen’s 
character, Mud Sweat and Tears’ programming addresses the casual 
feel of the neighborhood, providing a place for creativity to the 
residents. 

Farther north, on the Upper West Side, Supermud 
Pottery Studio, a working studio and gallery, offers 
instruction in ceramics to neighborhood residents in 
its sunny, second-floor 
space on Broadway at 

106th Street. Owner Iva Smith 
describes the studio as a creative 
outlet for all ages. Founded over thirty 
years ago when the Upper West Side 
teemed with young people embracing 
the hippie culture, Supermud has 
retained its character of being a place 
of peace and quiet creativity. Today, 
the neighborhood is home to many 
young families. Smith says, "We are a 
child-friendly studio." Many programs 
are designed for children, with after-
school classes offered all week and 
camp programs available in the 



summer months. Wheel throwing is taught to children as young as 
five, if they are interested. Unique to Supermud are classes in 
Spanish, designed for children who study the language at school 
and need practice time. The studio meets the needs of the adult 
population with a full range of classes, themed party nights, and 
team building sessions for businesses. A highly skilled teaching staff 
offers classes that consist of no more than eight students to allow 
for individual attention and the sharing of ideas. The studio is open 
for 24 hours of free practice time each week. Students, instructors, 
and members work together in a creative environment. Studio 
member Diana Warwin came to Supermud four years ago when she 
attended a big block party on the Upper West Side. She recalls, 
"Supermud was there, selling ceramics. I bought a cup and said to 
myself, ‘I’m a ceramicist – I’m going to get involved!’ Everyone was 
most welcoming." People from the neighborhood come regularly and 
for years on end, making up a solid community of artists. A gallery 
space features the exhibition and sale of students’ and teachers’ 
works. Smith says that the lively display of the children’s work is 
"always imaginative and a lot of fun." 

Each of these studios provides similar instruction in ceramics but 
wears the stamp of its respective neighborhood. Each is comprised 
of a community and a culture, fueled by the individuals who commit 
their time to creativity and the arts. Not merely oases from the 
maddening rush of urban life, these studios transform urban living, 
adding the human element to neighborhood, where "neighborhood" 
is not merely a geographical space, but lived-out face-to-face 
interaction among people. 

Stop in to visit these studios the next time you are rediscovering 
Manhattan’s neighborhoods. 

Chambers Pottery Studio 
153 Chambers Street 
New York, NJ 10007 
www.chamberspottery.com 
212.619.7302 

 



Mud Sweat and Tears 
654 Tenth Ave @ West 46th Street 
New York, NY 10036  
www.mudsweat-tears.com  
212.974.9121 

Supermud 
2744 Broadway at 106th St. 
2nd Floor 
New York, NY 10025 
www.supermudpottery.com  
212-865-9190 

  

 


