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Peters Valley Craft Center 
 
Tucked in the rolling hills of the 
Delaware River Basin, just an 
hour’s drive from New York 
City, lies a complex of 1850s 
converted farm houses and 
barns that is an artist’s dream.  
The Peters Valley Craft Center is 
home to a summer artist 

workshop series that provides an intensive immersive 
experience for ceramicists, blacksmiths, fiber artists, metal 
artists, woodworkers, and photographers. Away from the 
classroom, the art center or the studio, artists can retreat to 
the peace of a rural setting where the only focus is renewed 
creativity for one’s art. 
 
Founded in 1970 in the midst of the resurgence of interest in 
handicrafts, the center grew out of a failed dam building 
project of the Army Corps of Engineers.  Land was 
purchased by eminent domain in a plan to flood the 
Delaware river basin, but 
the project was never 
carried out.  Instead, the 
area became the Delaware 
Watergap National 
Recreation Area. Peter 
DeGelleke, the 
superintendent of the new 
national park, organized a 
small craft fair with Sally D. Francisco on the site, which 
became an annual event.  DeGelleke and Francisco 
developed their vision of a resident village where artists and 
craftsmen could live, work, and demonstrate their craft to 
visitors.  Soon, artists were drawn to the bucolic setting and 
the Peters Valley Craft Center was born. 



 
 Today, the center is a year-round operation with a staff and 
resident artists in a variety of media.  From May through 
September, visiting artists and students can choose from 
over 125 intensive 2- to 5-day workshops.  Lodging is 
available in historic cottages, and most students choose the 

residential option.  Kristin Muller, 
the center’s Executive Director, 
says, “Students love to come here.  
They plan their vacation time 
based on it.”  She describes an 
intense and cohesive community 
of artists focused on perfecting 
techniques, sharing ideas, and 
learning new things.  Classes run 
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.  Students 
gather together at meal times in 
the dining hall and share their 
work at evening slide shows and 
open studio tours. 

 
Department heads in various disciplines are responsible for 
engaging the instructors for the summer workshops.  
Instruction is offered at all levels, from beginner to 
advanced.  Peters Valley lists an impressive group of 
teaching artists and is respected for the quality of its 
instruction.  Muller says that the Departmen Heads “do a 
fabulous job of finding instructors.  They carefully think 
through what people are interested in, the latest trends.”  
She adds that many artists are drawn to the center by a 
specific instructor.  “This may be the only opportunity for a 
student to work with a certain artist, who may be centered 
in an area or institution unavailable to the student.”   

 
Peters Valley has an extensive 
ceramics program, run by artist 
Bruce Dehnert.  In the early 
1980s, the resident artists and 



board of trustees with support from the NJ State Council on 
the Arts and the Japan Society built the first public anagama 
kiln at Peters Valley.  Today, the center has a variety of kilns 
for many firing techniques –raku, pit firing and fast fire 
wood kilns, salt and soda and traditional gas reduction kilns, 
and electric kilns, in addition to the 
anagama and a 
noborigama.  There are 
many workshops that 
explore different firing 
techniques.  Dehnert will 
present one in August 
entitled “Pyrotechnics 
Unbridled,” and other artists 
will present raku, 
noborigama, and anagama 
workshops.  Noted ceramic artist Kirk Mangus will visit the 
center this summer and present a workshop entitled, 
“Speaking Volumes,” that will explore his unique expression 
of the vessel. 
 
 

In addition to the adult summer 
workshops, there are also public 
exhibitions, special studio programs, 
and youth programs.  The craft fair is 
still an annual event and provides a 
commercial outlet for the artists’ work.  

An onsite store offers hand made crafts by artists from the 
region and across the country.  A new online store has been 
added.  (Visit http://www.petersvalleygallery.org.)   The 
Sally D. Francisco Gallery hosts six special curated exhibits 
of fine crafts per year.  During the late fall and winter 
months, the resident staff offers outreach program in the 
local schools.  This winter, the gallery will show the work of 
Sussex County high school and middle school students. 
 



Peters Valley Craft presents its mission as “to enrich lives 
through the learning, appreciation and practice of the art of 
fine craft.”  By providing the rare opportunity to withdraw 
from the bustle of every-day life, the center enables artists 
to focus and grow in their crafts.  From a town destroyed by 
a potential flood, has been born a flourishing community 
that enriches the lives of many through art. 
 
 

 
For more information, visit 
www.petersvalley.org 
 
 
 


