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H A PP Y  HOL IDAYS

2018

HOLIDAY HOURS: Open eveRY DAY 10–6, THURSDAYS ’TIL 8.
CLOSeD THAnkSgIvIng DAY, CHRISTmAS DAY & new YeAR’S DAY.
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A  Q u i c k  N o t e

Kit Hutchin

Folks have asked why my dad is 
not in the family photo I include 
in every holiday newsletter. The 

answer is simple—he was, as ever, behind 
the camera. Now, having just returned 
from my first ever trip to England, I realize 
that he’s ‘behind’ practically every other 
facet of what the holidays mean to me. 
 My father, Kenneth 
Henry Hutchin, sailed 
to Quebec, Canada 
from England in 1928 
at six months of age. 
With his parents, 
Harry and Rosa, and 
three siblings, he lived 
a fairly ‘English’ life 
(roast beef on Sundays), 
with a good dose of the 
New World thrown in. 
 Remembrances of early Christmases 
center around Granny and Grandpa’s 
table: the pristine tablecloth, Christmas 
crackers with silly hats and jokes, the 
glorious bird on a huge platter, the antler-
handled carving set, flaming pudding, 
hard-sauce snowmen, slightly salty 
shortbread, and Grandpa’s ‘Hutchin 
Special’ cocktails.
 While it’s natural to become nostalgic at 
holiday time, this year’s trip to visit Rowan 
in London and Yorkshire seemed to jiggle 
loose memories of repeating seasonal 
rhythms. And I felt curiously at home in 
places I had never been before. I realized 
that my penchant for glossy painted doors, 
boxwood hedges, and woollen tweeds are 
not simply aesthetic choices but a deeply 
imbedded sense of place.

 In October the London shops were not 
yet in full-flown holiday regalia but the 
city sparkled nonetheless. At Harrods (Est. 
1834) glass ornaments were piled high, 
the tearoom silver gleamed, and stacks 
of holiday hampers waited to be filled. In 
Liberty London (Est. 1875), the holiday 
shop glittered with ornaments of every 

English stripe (Union 
Jacks, red phone boxes, 
crowns, corgis…) and 
crystal shards cascaded 
past the mezzanines 
like spangles from a 
magic wand.
  Not just because the 
Rowan team launched 
our Churchmouse 
patterns there, Liberty 

stole my heart. I love its human scale, its 
ancient tilts, its insouciant informality. 
The ‘haberdashery’ rooms with their silks, 
tapestry kits, yarns, threads, hankies and 
ribbons, felt like home. And I have the 
purple shopping bags to prove it.
 Perhaps my favorite thing about 
London was the multiplicity of cultures. I 
imagine I heard every language and every 
accent in taxicabs, on the street, and in 
the shops. It was a potent reminder that 
most of us came from somewhere else.
 Thanks from the bottom of my heart 
for indulging my Anglo-Saxon nostalgia. 
I wish you blessings of every kind.

P.S. Photo credit: Ken Hutchin.
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A l l  t h e  T r i m m i n g s 

Deck the halls, trim the 

tree, troll the ancient 

yuletide carol (fa la lalala)—

and put on the kettle. You’re 

ready to greet the season! • The soft glow 

of glass and glitter makes a tree all the 

more radiant. Choose from geese 

a-laying, party- going pups, an 

iconic red phone booth, and even a 

mouse (page 5)! • The highlight of any 

party is the pop of holiday crackers. Each has a wee 

surprise inside! • We are elated to introduce you to  

our Woolly Wee Sheep—a new Churchmouse At 

Home pattern! Knit and hang a friendly flock 

on your tree, dangle them on packages, herd 

them all ’round 

the house, and      

make merry! 
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Even on the 

darkest winter 

night, the city 

is filled with 

light. A street-

lamp catches the gleam of a vintage 

brooch on the lapel of a passing shopper’s 

wool coat. Laughter trickles from the 

open door of a restaurant. Eyes are 

bright, cheeks glow, bubbles fizz in a 

f lute of celebratory champagne. Clinking 

glasses, tinkling bells, and winking lights 

abound—the excitement is tangible!

S PA N G L E D S T R A N D S :  We’ve added a 

touch of glitz and glamour to our holiday 

palette with yarns and projects that glitter 

in just the right places. Chunky-weight 

Sesia Lola’s gently rippling structure 

(touched by a sequin here and there) is 

striking in the Simple Straight Skirt—

perfect for the season’s many parties. The 

Simple Tee is starry and airy in fingering-

weight mohair blend Sesia Bluebell. The 

lace-weight strand of Stacy Charles’ 

Crystal has a soft metallic shine and 

tiny sequins—on its own or knit with 

another yarn, it simply gleams!  

The luminous silk and glowing 

beads of the Crocheted Beaded 

Necklace and Wrap Bracelet 

add the perfect touch to any 

party frock.

A L L AG LOW:  Perch stirring 

mice and calling birds among 

the boughs of your tree. 

The frosty sparkle of glitter 

make these ornaments cheery and bright! 

Add a little old-fashioned charm with 

hand-made Bullion Crests—glimmering 

thread and twinkling sequins make 

a festive embellishment for a prettily 

wrapped package, the pocket of a blazer, 

or the brim of a hat.

V INTAGE SHINE : On our travels we’ve 

slowly collected bits of well-loved vintage 

silver—lovely brooches, etched trays, 

napkin rings, sweet teaspoons… 

(one-of-a-kind, store only).

C i t y  S p a r k l e
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H a n d s o m e  D e t a i l s

Tweed and tartan, houndstooth and herringbone—these 

patterns are nostalgic, yet timelessly elegant; homey, yet 

polished and sartorial. They’re reminiscent of a time 

when well-tailored gentlemen and smartly dressed ladies dropped by for tea and left 

their calling cards in the hall. Add a bit of silk to the breast pocket of your tweed coat 

or slip a pair of houndstooth mitts (page 11) over fine leather gloves. You’ll feel proper 

dapper, we promise!

DA SHING AC CE S SORIE S:  Add a pop of color to your blazer with the Pretty Perfect Pocket 

Square in Shibui Silk Cloud—a fine bit of fluff purely for fun. A tweedy-striped Necktie 

(in Regia 4-ply Tweed Color) threads the line between refined and relaxed. His Vest in 

Rowan Cashmere Tweed is equally right for a night out or a night in. The woolly look 

belies the plush touch of cashmere! A scarf tucked in your wool coat is a classic look—to 

make it even sharper, try a striking colorwork pattern (see the Houndstooth Muffler in 

Rowan Valley Tweed).

THE PROPER TOOL S: For seeing stitches, reading a menu, or filling out the morning 

crossword, look no further than Izipizi’s stylish and professorial Reading Glasses. Stock 

your desk with polished, golden Paper Clips from Studio Carta—bright and beautiful, 

strong and sturdy. The black Silhouette Scissors from Studio Carta are just the thing for 

detail work in both paper and textile.

GR ANDFATHER’S S T UDY: Kjerste of Wax & Wool has blended another brilliantly scented 

candle just for us. One small whiff of Tweed’s frankincense and myrrh, leather and 

evergreen, and we’re swept away to an overstuffed armchair next to a glowing fireside.





U r b a n  C o z y

‘Cozy’ isn’t perhaps the first thing you think of whilst 

striding down busy, city streets. But picture how you feel 

in a great pair of boots, a tailored coat, an oversized scarf, 

and a hand-knit hat in something soft and luscious. You’re 

confident, you’re chic, and—you’re cozy!

SUBLIME:  With the subtlest of details and simplest of shapes, 

the Minimalist Hat is all about the way you feel when you wear 

it. Its clean lines are perfect for sublimely soft, squishy yarns 

that elicit a sigh with every touch! Pick a yarn that promises to 

produce a dense, delicious fabric that just feels good. 

OUR L I S T:  From top to bottom: Blue Sky Fibers Techno (heavy 

worsted-weight, 2 skeins for either version); Sesia Lola (heavy 

worsted-weight, 2 skeins for either version); Lang Cashmere 

Light (worsted-weight, 2 skeins for shorter version, 3 skeins 

for longer); Manos del Uruguay Serpentina (chunky-weight, 

1 skein for either version); Lang Luna (heavy worsted-weight, 

1 skein for shorter version, 2 for longer, shown above); Rowan 

Cocoon (chunky-weight, 1 skein for either version); and Rowan 

Brushed Fleece (chunky-weight, 1 skein for shorter version,  

2 for longer).
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MINIMALIS T HAT

A simple hat that’s all about the gorgeous yarn. No visible edging treatment, no cuff, no 
pattern stitch, and nearly no visible shaping. Designed in three gauges and two lengths.

Finished Size: Approx. 19"/48cm around (fits 20–23"/51–58cm head); approx. 
10"/25cm deep for shorter slouch or 12"/30cm for longer slouch.

Instructions given for worsted-weight with heavy worsted and chunky-weights in 
parentheses ( ).

Yarn: Shorter version: approx. 165 (130, 95) yds/151 (119, 87)m. Longer version 
(shown at left in Lang Luna): approx. 220 (173, 120) yds/201 (158, 110)m.

Needles & Notions: 16"/40cm circular needle and set of 5 double-points (start 
with size suggested on ball band; swatch for gauge and fabric and adjust needle 
size as necessary). 16"/40cm circular needle two sizes smaller than gauge needle. 5 
locking markers, one in a different color to designate beginning of round.

Gauge: Approx. 20 (17, 13) sts = 4"/10cm in stockinette stitch (knit every round). 
Note: Aim for a fabric that’s soft enough to slouch, yet dense enough to keep its shape.

Glossary: Dec(’d) = decrease(d); K2Tog = knit 2 sts together; SM = slip marker; 
SSK = slip, slip, knit (slip 1 knitwise, slip 1 knitwise, insert left needle into front of 
2 slipped sts from left; from this position, K2Tog); St(s) = stitch(es).

Cast on: With smaller circular needle, cast on 96 (80, 64) sts using cable cast-on 
method. Don’t join in the round yet.

Edging: Row 1: Knit. Join in round being careful not to twist, placing contrast 
color marker to designate beginning of round. On subsequent rounds, slip 
marker as you come to it. Knit 2 rounds.

Body: Change to gauge needle and knit to 7"/18cm for shorter version or 9"/23cm 
for longer version. Note: Shaping rounds will add approx. 3"/7.5cm.

Shaping: Place four more locking markers on needle as follows: After 12 (10, 
8) sts; after 24 (20, 16) sts three times; 12 (10, 8) sts remain to round marker. 
Note: Sts are divided into four quadrants with beginning of round marker centered in 
one quadrant. Change to double-points when necessary, centering quadrant markers on 
each needle; clip beginning of round marker into work. Round 1 (dec round): *Knit to 
2 sts before first marked stitch, SSK, SM, K2Tog (tug last st to tighten gap)*; repeat 
between * * three more times, knit to end. [8 sts dec’d] Repeat dec round every 
following third round 4 (3, 2) times [56 (48, 40) sts]; every other round 3 (3, 
2) times [32 (24, 24) sts]; every round 3 (2, 2) times. [8 sts] Break yarn, leaving 
8"/20cm tail. With darning needle, thread tail through all 8 sts one at a time; draw 
up tightly; repeat for strength. Weave in ends on wrong side.

Finishing: Soak for 20 minutes in tepid water with no-rinse wool soap. Gently 
squeeze out as much water as possible. Roll up in a towel and squeeze again. 
Gently pull hat to desired dimensions and lay flat; allow to dry thoroughly.
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At this most wonderful time of year, “The 

prettiest sight to see is the holly that will be 

on your own front door.” Behind that door is all 

the familiar warmth and welcome you share with 

friends and family year after year, generation after 

generation. No matter how you’ve changed, so much remains the 

same: the well-loved words of A Christmas Carol read over digestifs; 

the smell of fresh-baked fruitcake (the secret family recipe); laughter 

that lingers over games or carols. The pull of family, of the 

fireside, of good food and even better company—what comfort, 

what peace, what joy.

BY THE CHIMNE Y: A Basic Christmas Stocking with a dashing 

houndstooth cuff is sure to prompt a hearty “Ho, ho, ho!” from 

St. Nick. It’s nice and roomy—lots of space for stuffers! Spangle your mantelpiece with 

Black & White Star Ornaments from England—timeless and striking (white bone china 

above; black basalt, page 13). 

C L A S S I C  C R E A M WA R E :  No 

tea time is complete without 

Emma Bridgewater’s Black 

Toast English pottery—a 

perennial favorite! Our go-to 

basics are joined at the tea table 

by hospitable new serving pieces. 

Cheerful and graphic, this pattern 

mixes amicably with old and new table settings alike. 

MIT TEN S ON,  SE T OFF:  Baskets near the front 

door, heaped with hand-knit woolens, are both 

a reminder to bundle up on your way out, and a 

warm welcome home! Colorwork Fingerless Mitts 

in Brooklyn Tweed Peerie and Woolly Loop Mittens 

in Rowan Cocoon beg to be taken out to play in the 

snow. Keep extra pairs of both on hand for guests. 

A  C l a s s i c  W e l c o m e
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HARD SAUCE

Less sauce-y and more spread-y, this butter-with-a-bite is a classic topping for warm 
Christmas puddings and mince pies.

½ cup salted butter, softened
1 cup powdered sugar
1 teaspoon vanilla extract
2 tablespoons brandy, rum, or other 
alcohol (optional)

Sift powdered sugar into standing mixer 
bowl (or large bowl, if using hand-

held mixer). Add butter; cream until 

light and fluffy. Add vanilla extract 

and liquor; cream well until combined. 

Serve at room temperature, scoop on 

warm pudding, cake, or anything you 

like! Wrap well and refrigerate up to two 

weeks, or freeze up to several months.

      The holidays are 

f i n a l l y here. If you’ve been 

saving something for a special 

occasion—a scrummy recipe, 

a superb bottle of champagne, your most 

festive, sparkly sweater—now’s the time to 

bring it out. Pop the cork, pour out some 

bubbly, serve the pudding—it’s time to party!

S I N G I N G K E T T L E :  An Aranware Teapot 

filled with a fresh brew is a welcome 

greeting for holiday guests! This year, in 

addition to Harney & Sons’ satisfying 

holiday blends, we’ve brought in Harney 

& Sons Victorian London Fog, a brilliant 

riff on Earl Grey tea served with steamed 

milk. Fill Our Queen Mini Mug from Doris 

& Co. with a good, everyday black tea like 

Yorkshire Gold or sweet, rich Chocolat Chaud 

to banish any chill. 

S C R U M M Y B A K E S :  Pile plates high 

with shortbreads and biscuits! Heritage 

Shortbread is handmade from a 12th 

century Scottish recipe (centuries of 

testaments to its timeless taste!). For melt-

in-your-mouth magic, try the Cloud Cookies 

from Bunches & Bunches, Ltd.—a blend 

of sweet meringue and coconut macaroon.

FRUIT S OF TR ADIT ION:  We can never get 

enough fruity, boozy ‘pud’—we’ve added 

Cole’s Classic Christmas Pudding to our 

delicious stand-by from Thursday Cottage. 

Try them with our Hard Sauce recipe! And 

you can’t pass a stocking without stuffing 

it with Pippa & Jack’s English Toffee—

buttery, nutty, chocolatey goodness!

SHELF ELF: Our Jolly Wee Elf gatherings 

grow every year—they keep watch in 

the kitchen (no Chocolate Mouse shall 

stir until the time is right!), guard the 

gifts under the tree (no peeking!), and 

even guide guests to their place at the 

dinner table!

T e a  T i m e
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STAY IN TOUCH
To hear about special offers (such as our monthly Featured Faves) or follow events as they’re 

happening (such as the day we launched Churchmouse patterns in the Rowan boutique 

at Liberty London this past October!)—here’s how you can stay in touch: To receive our 

weekly emails, sign up at the bottom of any page on our website. To receive our quarterly 

printed mailers, send your mailing address to contact@churchmouseyarns.com. And 

follow us on Instagram, Facebook, and Ravelry. Join the fun!
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E v e n t s  &  G e t  T o g e t h e r s

‘DROP-IN’ CIRCLES Finish up gift projects, 
get unstuck, or catch your breath with a staff 
teacher at your side.
Maximum 6 students. $16 for two hours, 
$8 for one hour (second hour only, space 
permitting). $64 for a 10-hour pre-paid 
Circle Card (2 hours free!).

MONDAY MORNINGS  10am–12pm
TUESDAY AFTERNOONS  2–4pm 
except Christmas & New Year’s Day.
THURSDAY MORNINGS 10am–12pm, 
except Thanksgiving Day.
FRIDAY MORNINGS  10am–12pm
SUNDAY AFTERNOONS  2–4pm

HOLIDAY TIPS & TECHNIQUES
Saturday, 12/1,  10am–1pm. Find project 
ideas for gifting and decor. Learn or brush 
up on techniques used in our Churchmouse 
Holiday patterns. Demos. Free mini lessons.

OPEN TABLE (FREE!) A secret place 
to finish holiday projects, gifts, or just 
unwind. All welcome! 

TUESDAY MORNINGS  10am–12pm 
except Christmas & New Year’s Day.
THURSDAY EVENINGS  6–8pm, 
except Thanksgiving Day.
SUNDAY MORNINGS  10am–12pm

CELEBRATIONS

November 24, Saturday—Village Tree Lighting: At the Village Green, 
6–7:30pm. Band music, carolers, Santa & the elves.

December 8, Saturday  —Downtown Fun:  All merchants, all day.

December 26, Wednesday—BOXING DAY SALE:  Our Semi-Annual Clearance 
in store and online. 40-50% off.

THANKSGIVING WEEKEND SPECIAL S 
11/22  Thanksgiving Day: Island store CLOSED—elves at work! Online open. 

11/23  Holiday Kickoff: 10% off three new sparkly yarns. One day only.

11/24  Small Business Saturday: FREE Churchmouse pattern with purchase 

(choose from our “Warm Hands” collection), online and in shop (one per customer 

please). One day only.

11/26  Cyber Monday: Free U.S. shipping on any order. Free international 

shipping on orders over $120. One day only.

SPRING RE TRE AT
Save the date! Knitting With Company returns to Bainbridge Island for another 

Churchmouse retreat at IslandWood, March 28–31. Catherine Lowe and Julie Hoover 

will be joined by Olga Buraya-Kefelian and Gudrun Johnston. Sign up on our website 

beginning Saturday, January 26 at 10am PST. Look for details early in the new year.
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