
118  m a d r o n e  l a n e ,  b a i n b r i d g e  i s l a n d,  wa  9 8110
t e l e  2 0 6 . 7 8 0 . 2 6 8 6   c h u r c h m o u s e y a r n s . c o m

W IN T E R

2019

Open Sunday–Saturday 10–6. thurSdayS ’til 8, ClOSed eaSter day, april 21St.

“Good, better, best.

Never let it rest.

’Til your good is better,

and your better best.”

– UNKNOWN ORIGIN
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a quick

NOTE

Our cover quote, often attributed 
to St. Jerome, sounds a little 
jaunty for a 4th century maxim. 

Nevertheless, it was repeated often in my 
20th century childhood household. At 
her wedding last summer, my cousin’s 
daughter, an aspiring young actress, 
repeated it back to me as a treasured 
memory of my dad. It seems we’ve each 
internalized this paean to determination 
in our own ways.
 I’ve recently noticed, after 
all these years, that “perfect” 
has no place in the saying. 
It’s about step-by-step 
improvement. About trying 
one’s best. About excellence, 
not perfection. “Slow and 
steady wins the race” was 
another of Dad’s favorites! Great notions, 
all, for knitters.
 You might have noticed that I’m a 
fan of quotes: Aphorisms. Words of 
encouragement. Guiding principles. 
Mantras to savor. They invite me to 
reflect, sometimes reject, and often to 
dig deeper and discover new writers and 
thinkers. All in an effort to do a little bit 
better next time.
 As we head into a brand new year, we 
look forward. But we also look back over 
our shoulders: What bears repeating? 
What needs improving? What should we 
let go? We make choices, we set priorities, 
each time around bringing our newest 
“best” to the effort.
 While a dogged desire for improvement 
often characterizes my efforts, I’ve begun 

to take exception to the notion of “Never 
let it rest.” It helps to remember the 
effectiveness of allowing space: Space to 
reflect. Space to open. Space to listen. 
Indeed, space to rest. This winter, let’s be 
gracious to ourselves. There’s something 
kind about repeating simple projects that 
we know and love, knitting for the sake of 
knitting. Chances are, a little “better” will 
sneak into our work while we let down 

our striving.
 And still, another favorite 
aphorism of mine says, “If 
it’s worth doing, it’s worth 
doing well.”
 In this newsletter, after 
the hoopla of the holiday 
season, we like to reset our 
focus—on what’s working, 

what’s worth revisiting, what’s worth 
saving— bringing a new eye to something 
we have loved while also keeping our eye 
out for something fresh and new.
 As we move ahead into a clean 
tomorrow, I take heart in these words of 
Surrealist painter Salvador Dali: “Have no 
fear of perfection—you’ll never reach it.” 

Warmest regards,

P.S. If you’re resolved to knit a little better 
(can’t we all), go to the Learn page on our 
website. If you’re nearby, look at our Class 
sign-up listings—new offerings are added 
between printed mailers. Or look at our 
Techniques, Learn-To collections, and 
Q&As. You can do it!

Kit Hutchin
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take a

MOMENT

Winter’s mutable weather 

gives us kind permission to 

retreat, to reflect, to reboot. We 

welcome the new and embrace 

the familiar. * When we first 

held Kinto’s Pebble Teapot and Cup & Saucer, we sighed. This 

inspiring Tokyo maker balances usability and aesthetics to create 

everyday things that “feel just right in your hands.” The diminutive, 

handcrafted pot fills the graceful cup three 

times. Resting in your palm, each has 

the satisfying feel of water-worn pebbles. 

* Familiar in Dutch cafés, the authentic 

Verweij Stroopwafel is equally at home 

over a stiff cup of tea. Serendipitously created in the late 18th 

century from bakery leftovers, this clever, thin waffle is split into 

two wafer-thin layers and filled with buttery caramel 

syrup or stroop (just sounds gooier, doesn’t it?). 

Let it rest on your hot cuppa and 

it’ll become a bendy, oozy 

pleasure. * Be it resolved 

to indulge in the inspiring 

ritual of a good magazine every 

day. Shown atop our lolling-sized 

‘Woolly Loop Pillow’ (a free pattern), 

Koel Magazine celebrates “yarn crafting for 

modern interiors.” Time to feather our nests!
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modern

W R APPER

The Modern Wrapper was the very first 
garment in our Churchmouse Classics 
line. Our design team was wholly absorbed 
in fabric, dimensions, and 
details. Pam remembers 
watching them “fuss 
for what seemed like 
forever.” But the result is 
amazing—years later, it 
remains our first choice 
for a wardrobe essential.

A loose-fitting, open 
cardigan, our ‘Modern 
Wrapper’ is universal. 
With a strong, roomy 
shape in just one 
size, we designed it 
to fashionably flatter 
every body. Adjusting 
the length of the slim 
sleeves gives you more control over the 
Wrapper’s silhouette. As a casual layer, 
as a ’round-the-house coat, as a chic 
piece with polished boots and a fabulous 
scarf—the Modern Wrapper is endlessly 
versatile and endlessly comfy.

Though the Modern Wrapper’s shape is 
boxy, we chose to avoid square shoulders. 
Instead, they’re quite severely sloped. 
This helps eliminate bunching under the 
arms, and mitigates droop on the side 
seams. Garter stitch bands at the front 
panels (knit in as you go) prevent the 
center from dipping for an even hem all 
around! The bands wrap around and join 
at the back of the neck to form a collar 
that stands up just a bit.

For a piece this oversized, we wanted a 
large, quick stitch gauge that was still 
lightweight and drapey. We finagled this 

by picking aa yarn with 
a mohair element. The 
lovely haze fills in the 
holes to prevent a stringy 
look and stabilizes 
a fabric that might 
otherwise droop.Plus, we 
love how tweedy flecks 
or variegations can be 
muted or integrated by 
mohair fuzz.

Over time, the Mice and 
friends have added their 
own touches (see page 7). 
We’ve seamed the front 
panels together to create 
a pullover tunic (the 

adaptation is on our website). On another, 
we left off the sleeves for a ‘vest’ version, 
which Sally simplified even further, 
leaving the sides completely unseamed 
for a ruanna effect—genius! 

And it lay the foundation for the ‘Modern 
Wrapper Fine’—but that’s a story for 
another time. 

The Churchmice have  

dubbed Pam, the Queen  

of the Modern Wrapper—

she’s knit five for herself 

and several more to display 

in the shop! She says, “The 

Modern Wrapper is pretty 

much my winter uniform. 

I love how it’s relaxed, 

cozy and contemporary.”

Hand-spattered

cashmere-blend scarves by 

the Martyn Thompson textile, 

interior arts and photography studio.
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we’re

M AK ING

We suspect each knitter has a secret fondness 
for winter weather. Sure it’s damp and cold 
and dreary, but it’s also still and quiet and 
peaceful. The snow and ice, the rain and fog, 
are perfect excuses to stay indoors, curl up 
somewhere comfy with a teapot nearby, and 
refocus on all the projects we set aside in the 
midst of holiday merriment. 

The Kim factor: We are avid fans of Kim 
Hargreaves’ ceaselessly elegant designs. 
Her portfolio is prolific and her name is 
synonymous with effortless style. Using 
Rowan yarns, she has 
released collection after 
collection of wearable 
garments and accessories 
that bring an understated 
sophistication to our craft.

Kim’s timeless style is 
evident on each page of 
Pale, a new collection of 
21 patterns for women. 
Shapely classics and 
cozily oversized pullovers 
and coats showcase Kim’s 
way with striking textures 
and upscaled colorwork. 
Kit is knitting ‘Blond’ 
(above) in gentle shades of Rowan Softyak 
DK and Kidsilk Haze; alternating needle 
sizes gives the sheerness stability. Mimi 
is knitting ‘Plain’, a sweet and simple 
cap. And a new KIM by Kim Hargreaves 
collection of 12 designs is arriving soon—
we can’t wait to see what’s in Form!

To tweed or not to tweed: Brooklyn 
Tweed’s yarn line has expanded from 

the three dyed-in-the-wool, woollen-
spun tweeds (worsted-weight Shelter, 
fingering-weight Loft, and chunky 
Quarry), rounding out the mix with three 
worsted-spun yarns in saturated, solid 
colors (lace-weight Vale, fingering-weight 
Peerie, and DK-weight Arbor). Classically 
tweedy or handsomely plain, we love 
seeing what each of these American-
sourced, American-milled fibers can do!

Freshy and Anna just finished knitting 
super stretchy ‘Ribbed Watch Caps’ in 

Peerie (colors Thaw and 
Mesa). Mimi is knitting 
a ‘Ribbed and Ruffled Tea 
Cozy’ (sans ruffles—this 
is Brooklyn Tweed after 
all) in Shelter. Its woollen-
spun loftiness makes for 
a great insulator! Denise 
has Shelter on her needles, 
too—she’s knitting the 
‘Bradway Shawl’, a cult-
classic, cozy, triangular 
knit from Very Shannon.

Sweater weather: As we 
look forward to months 

of winter, many of us are 
putting the finishing touches on warm, 
woolly sweaters. Cathleen is finishing 
up a ‘Quintessential Cardigan’ and she’s 
planning to spend the rest of the winter 
on ‘Dane’, an oversized, open cardigan 
by Julie Hoover in Woolfolk Sno. Carolyn 
has cables and bobbles on her needles in 
two different projects. She’s using Rowan 
Cocoon for ‘Stockport’, a cabled Rowan 

Kim Hargreaves  Blond, from Pale
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vest she saw Kate wearing and just loved. 
(“Kate knit it a few years ago and the 
pattern’s free on Ravelry now!”) She chose 
Isager Alpaca 2 for ‘Olivia’, a cropped, 
sleeveless pullover from Cocoknits. Claire 
is knitting the ‘Better-Than-Basic Pullover’ 
in Woolfolk Flette. The deep raisiny color 
and crimpy texture lend depth to simple 
stockinette!

Fanning the flame: Gregory and Leila 
are embracing the bright warmth of 
Shibui’s latest limited-edition color—
Ember. Gregory, never one to shy away 
from vivacity, is starting 
‘Alexandra’s Airplane Scarf’ 
in Shibui Silk Cloud. 
Leila has Drift set aside 
for a ‘Better-Than-Basic 
Pullover’. “I think 2019 is 
the time to add color to 
my very black wardrobe,” 
she muses. (We may have 
a little Ember left; watch 
for Shibui’s next limited-
edition color this spring.)

Bloomsbury moods: 
Inspired by a famed group 
of artists and writers at 
the turn of the twentieth 
century, Marie Wallin photographed 
her ‘Bloomsbury’ collection of knits at 
Stoneywell, a beautiful Arts & Crafts 
house in rural Leicestershire now owned 
by the National Trust. An independent 
knitwear designer with a reputation for 
beautiful Fair Isle colorwork, feminine 
lace, and winding cables, Marie designed 
each of the eight timeless, romantic 
sweaters in Rowan Felted Tweed. We’re 
chuffed that she shares our deep love 
of this magical, go-to yarn. Though it 
was difficult to pick a favorite to knit, 
Carol opted for ‘Angelica’ (above), a classic 
pullover with bands of subtle colorwork—

each a different, lovely pattern ranging 
from floral to geometric.

Wrap, wrap, wrapper: We’ve shared 
the genesis of the ‘Modern Wrapper’ with 
you on page 5. Here are a few more 
incarnations we have up our little sleeves: 
For her first ever ModWrap, Gretchen’s 
picked a winning combination of woolly 
Brooklyn Tweed Loft in Cast Iron and 
Rowan Kidsilk Haze in blackest Wicked! 
She’s also thinking of pairing Tahki 
Donegal Tweed Fine with Kidsilk Haze for 
a seamed pullover version. Mimi made a 

beautiful smoke Wrapper 
in a single strand of Rowan 
Kid Classic (the mohair 
component is already in 
the strand). Now, Isager’s 
elegant, muted palette is 
calling to her in Alpaca 
Merino 2 and Silk Mohair 
for amazing drape with 
a little sheerness. On 
the other hand she’s also 
swatching Catherine 
Lowe’s Merino #5 and Silk 
Mohair #1 in Black Violet.
The parallel plies produce 
such even stitches and the 

fabric is divine! Decisions, decisions.

Expecting spring: Several of us are 
anticipating new arrivals in the coming 
months! Denise has “lots of young friends 
with babies arriving this spring!” She’s 
planning to revisit the ‘Easy-Peasy Baby 
Jacket’ and try the cute little Big Bad Wool 
Wee Cardi. Judy’s granddaughter, arriving 
in February, will receive a timeless feather 
and fan blanket in washable Big Bad Wool 
Weepaca. “It’ll have to stand up to the 
toddler phase of being dragged around.” 
A Churchmouse favorite, Weepaca is soft, 
washable, and durable. Nice for babies. 
Nicer for mums and dads.

Rowan Angelica, from Bloomsbury
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monthly

OFFERS

This January, we’re featuring faves that 
indulge our inner-hibernator. Take 10% off 
the delightfully snuggly Rowan Cocoon, 
strrrong and hearrrty Brodies Tea, and our 
Wool Fat Soap (so kind to a knitter’s hands).

Rowan Cocoon: The 
damp chill of January 
has us reaching for one 
of the cuddliest yarns 
on our shelves—Rowan 

Cocoon. This multitalented, chunky-
weight yarn is softly spun for a gently 
rustic look. Merino offers warmth and 
bounce, while mohair adds silky luster. 
Unusually, the mohair in Cocoon isn’t 
brushed to a fuzzy finish! This means 
the long mohair fibers twist smoothly 
alongside the merino for great structure, 
sturdiness, and softness. 

We love playing with Cocoon’s great 
stitch definition and springy 
bounce. It shines close to its 
regular gauge in projects like 
our ‘Half & Half Cowl’—the 
ribbing shows off Cocoon’s 
structure like a dream. 
We’ve knit Cocoon down to a 
tighter gauge for projects that 
ask for a bit of brawn—like our ‘Car Coat’ 

and ‘Chunky Slipper Socks’ (see page 9). 
Opened up a bit on bigger needles in the 
‘Shoulder Cozy’, Cocoon is drapey and oh, 
so huggable. We hope 10% off will help 
encourage you to give 
Cocoon a try!

Wool Fat Soap: 
Winter weather 
can be so unkind 
to your skin—especially to hands that 
work hard! We’re taking 10% off this 
highly moisturizing, beautifully scented, 
cruelty-free soap through January.

Described as “kindness itself,” this 
traditional bath bar is a longtime favorite 
here on Bainbridge Island. Using a time-
tested formula, English soap-makers craft 
a long-lasting soap using lanolin (also 
called ‘wool wax’), a natural emollient 
that Yorkshire wool workers capture 
while cleaning sheep’s fleece. They say 

sheep shearers have the 
softest hands!

Brodies Tea: We can’t do a 
winter without a good, hearty 
tea. Brodies’ burly Scottish 
blends will be warming us up 
at 10% off this January. Read 

more about these delicious teas on page 10. 

KEEP UP WITH ‘FEATURED FAVES’

Each month, we peruse our shelves, reach into our tea cupboard, and pick three 
faves to feature at 10% off. Keep abreast of the changing Faves on our website—or 
sign up for our email list (you can join at the bottom of any webpage).
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CHUNKY SLIPPER SOCKS
A quick knit reminiscent of our ‘Turkish Bed 
Socks’, these cozy slippers have clever new details.

Sizes: Choose width; work to any length. 
Adult medium (wide); approx. 8 (9¼)"/ 
20 (23.5)cm around foot. Instructions given 
for medium width; wide width in parentheses ( ).

Yarn: 1 skein Rowan Cocoon (126 yds/115m), 
or an equivalent chunky-weight yarn, 
yields up to 11 (10)"/28 (25)cm foot length.  
Note: To adjust length, add or subtract approx. 
12 (14) yds/m per knitted 1"/2.5cm, per pair.

Notions: US 7 (4.5mm) set of 5 double-point 
needles, or size to obtain gauge. Blunt darning needle to finish.

Gauge: Approx. 20 sts/28 rows = 4"/10cm in stockinette stitch, after blocking.

Glossary: Dec(’d) = decrease(d); K = knit; K2Tog = knit 2 sts together; P = purl; 
RS = right side; Sl = slip purlwise; SSK = slip, slip, knit (slip 1 knitwise, slip 
1 knitwise, insert left needle into front of 2 slipped sts from left; from this 
position, K2Tog); St(s) = stitch(es); St St = stockinette stitch (K on RS, P on WS);  
WS = wrong side; WYIB = with yarn in back; WYIF = with yarn in front.

Cast on: Using cable cast-on method, cast on 6 sts.

Heel flap: Starting with knit row, work 16 (18) rows in St St. With RS facing, 
bind off to end (1 st remains on right needle). Do not cut yarn or fasten off.

Heel: Row 1 (RS): Pivot work a quarter turn clockwise, pick up and knit 12 (13) sts 
evenly spaced along edge; pivot work a quarter turn clockwise, with Needle 2, 
pick up and knit 4 sts along cast-on edge; pivot work a quarter turn clockwise, 
with Needle 3, pick up and knit 13 (14) sts evenly spaced along edge. [30 (32) sts]

Work as follows for 3½"/9cm, beginning with WS row and ending with RS row: 
Row 1 (WS): WYIF Sl 2 sts, purl to end. Row 2 (RS): WYIB Sl 2 sts, knit to end.

Foot: WS facing, continuing with Needle 3, cable cast-on 11 (13) sts firmly; turn 
work. To join in round, WYIB slip first st on Needle 1 to Needle 3; pass last cast-
on st over. [40 (44) sts] Redistribute sts evenly on 4 needles with center of cast-on 
sts as new beginning of round. Knit in round until piece measures 1¾ (2)"/4.5 
(5)cm shorter than desired finished length. Note: Finished foot length should be 
approx. ½"/1cm shorter than actual foot length to help keep slippers snug on feet!

Shape toe: Round 1 (dec): Needle 1: K to last 3 sts, K2Tog, K1; Needle 2: K1, SSK, K 
to end; Needles 3 & 4: Repeat as for Needles 1 & 2. Round 2: Knit. Repeat Rounds 
1 & 2 ’til 24 sts remain, ending with Round 2. Repeat Round 1 until 8 sts remain.

Finishing: Break yarn, leaving 8"/20cm tail. With darning needle, thread tail 
through all sts; draw up tightly. Weave in ends on WS. Wet block if desired.
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winter

PANTRY

We can’t last a day without a good cuppa—let 

alone the winter! We’ve stocked our cupboard 

with blends ranging from hefty to delicate, 

each one an everyday masterpiece. 

Brodies—10% off as January’s Featured 
Fave—has over 150 years of experience 
in blending tea! The Scottish take on tea 
means beefy and rrrobust—and Brodies 
has been satisfying that uncompromising 
demand since 1867. We carry three 
smooth, hearty blends sourced from 
trusted tea-growing regions all over the 
world. Each brew is as rich, flavorful, and 
harmonious as a Scottish burr. All you’ll 
need is a bonnie cheese scone!

Smith Teamaker’s
meticulous attention
to detail and firm
commitment to quality
is evident in everything they do—
from teas to teaware! This winter, we’re 
delighted to offer the official Smith 
Teamaker Teapot and Teacup. The pot’s 
unique shape is as practical as it is 
beautiful—it makes pouring a pleasure! 
Well-known for everyday teas made 
exquisite, Smith Teamaker blends four 
seasonally inspired brews exclusively for 
us! The Churchmouse Teamaker’s Year is a 
beautiful way to try all four: Churchmouse 
Spring, Summer, Autumn, and Winter.

 

2 cups all-purpose flour
1 Tbsp baking powder
2 tsp salt; ½ tsp pepper
4 oz cold unsalted butter cut in small cubes
½ cup milk
1 egg
8 oz shredded sharp cheddar cheese (reserve 
approx. ½ cup for topping)

Preheat oven to 425 degrees. Sift dry 
ingredients into large bowl. Rub in 
butter with your hands until mixture 
resembles crumbs and no large pieces of 
butter remain. Stir cheese into mixture.

Whisk together egg and milk; add to 
mixture and stir with spatula ’til dough 

comes together. Gently knead on lightly 
floured surface ’til dough is uniform and 
no longer sticky. Don’t overwork.

Pat dough into ½"-thick circle. Cut with 
2" round cutter; place onto parchment-
lined baking sheets. Gently gather scraps 
and repeat until all dough has been 
used. (Alternatively, pat into rectangle 
and cut into 16 small triangles.)

Sprinkle tops with reserved cheese. 
Bake 18-22 min. or until lightly golden.
Cool slightly and serve with pats of cold 
butter and a nice strong cup of Brodies! 
Leftovers (as if!) will keep in an airtight 
container for up to two days.

A rich, savory little scone for breakfast, lunch, or teatime. Makes approx. 16 small scones.

SCOTTISH CHEESE SCONES
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nice &

NEAT

Keeping a workspace (or 
living space or play space) 
tidy is a familiar New Year’s 
Resolution—one many of us 
revisit all year long! For a 
knitter, organizing means 
your space, your stash, your 
patterns, your tools… It 

sounds overwhelming, but we’ve got a few 
neat notions that will help!

For those piles of printed patterns, 
project notes, checklists, swatches, ball 
bands, care instructions, windings of 
repair yarns, extra buttons… our new, 
specially designed Churchmouse Pattern 
Binder is the jackpot. We asked those 
brilliant craftsmen at MasterCraft Seattle 
to construct an extra wide binder to 
accommodate clear sleeves—no more 
punching holes in patterns! Nice and 
roomy (with tabbed dividers included), 
this binder uncomplicates organizing 
your patterns and your projects. You’ll 
know what you’ve knit and what you’ll 
knit next.

We’ve seen a plethora of needle-storing 
techniques—drawers upon drawers, 
interchangeables hung on the wall, 
pitchers and jars full! For easy access and 
portability, we like Della Q’s Needle Pouch 
with numbered needle pockets and zipped 
notions pockets. Cleverly designed to hold 
a good range of double-points and multiple 
sets of circular needles, it ensures the 
right needle for the right project is right 
on hand! You might consider one for your 
metals and one for your woodens.

A large part of any knitterly attempt to tidy 
is organizing our yarn stash. Churchmouse 
Project Boxes are the handmade storage 
system of our dreams! A full size and 
two half sizes in different orientations are 
all perfectly, interchangeably stackable. 
Covered in coated bookbinder’s linen, our 
carefully engineered Project Boxes guard 
your stash from dust—and wee beasties! 
They’re also handy for storing finished 
projects in the drawer or closet. Invest 
a little in getting organized and it’ll be a 
pleasure to keep organized.



{ 12 }  c hu r c h mou s e y a r n s . c om

W I N T E R  2 01 9

IN THE CLASSROOM

‘DROP IN’ CIRCLES: Stuck? Get help with your projects during these sessions.
MONDAY MORNINGS  10:00am–12:00pm  with Samantha Pelliciotta
TUESDAY AFTERNOONS  2:00–4:00pm  with Cornie Talley
THURSDAY MORNINGS  10:00am–12:00pm  with Sarah Hardi
FRIDAY MORNINGS  10:00am–12:00pm  with Samantha Pelliciotta
SUNDAY AFTERNOONS  2:00–4:00pm  with Cornie Talley

Maximum: 6 students.  $16/2 hours; $8 /second hour only. $64/10 prepaid hours.
To ensure a spot, sign up in advance by calling the shop: 206-780-2686, option 4.

OPEN TABLE   FREE! Meet old friends and make new ones.
TUESDAY & SUNDAY MORNINGS  10:00am–12:00pm
THURSDAY EVENINGS  6:00–8:00pm

It’s not a class but a chance to gather with like-minded fiber fans!

CHARITY CIRCLE   FREE! All levels welcome with Sally Dunbar
First Wednesday afternoons 1:00–3:00pm  1/2, 2/6, 3/6  At BARN.
Third Thursday afternoons 1:00–3:00pm  1/17, 2/21, 3/21  At the shop!
We can find a good home for any project you’d like to tackle! Won’t you join us?

KIDS KNITTING: Learn to Knit or Pick a Project  with Jennifer Burlingame
Wednesday afternoons 3:30–4:30pm  1/16, 1/23, 1/30, 2/6, 2/13
Wednesday afternoons 3:30–4:30pm  2/27, 3/6, 3/13, 3/20, 3/27
Parents: Please arrive 15 minutes early to purchase supplies for first class.
If you’ve never knit before, come in and learn! Or finish a project, and start something 
new! Miss B’s class is popular so sign up early. Ages 7 and up. 
Maximum: 7 students  $50 (5-session class).

OOPS! (Or The Anatomy of a Stitch) with Kit Hutchin

Monday afternoons 1–3:00pm  1/21, 1/28; or Saturday afternoons 1–3:00pm  3/9, 3/16
Learn how to see the structure of a good stitch so you’ll know what to do when one goes 
wrong. Covers how to pick up, un-knit, and rip (and a few tricks so you don’t need to).
Basic knitting skills required. Maximum: 5 students $45 (2-session workshop)

ALL ABOUT OUR CLASSES: If you’re eager to learn or improve your skills, 
start by bookmarking the ‘LEARN’ page on our website, churchmouseyarns.com. 
There you’ll see all the classes currently available, and new offerings that are added 
after this mailer goes to press. It’s super easy to sign up for a class there. Be sure to 
check the fine print before ordering and get ready to get better! All students (except 
Circles) will receive a 10% coupon on the first day of the class.
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LEARN TO KNIT, STEP ONE: Fingerless gloves  with Cornie Talley
Saturday afternoons 2–4pm  1/12, 1/19, 1/26; or Thursday afternoons 2–4pm  1/31, 2/7, 2/14;  
or Sunday evenings 5–7pm  2/24, 3/3, 3/10
You’ll learn: All the basics you’ll need for a lifetime of knitting. You’ll make: A stylish set 
of fingerless gloves. No previous experience required. We’ll provide: Churchmouse Learn-
to-Knit Companion, Churchmouse pattern, tape measure, darning needle ($26 value).  
Maximum: 6 students $70 (3-session workshop)

LEARN TO KNIT, STEP TWO: Ribbed beanie  with Cornie Talley
Saturday mornings 10am–12pm  2/2, 2/9, 2/16; or Thursday afternoons 2–4pm  2/21, 2/28, 
3/7; or Sunday evenings 5–7pm  3/24, 3/31, 4/7
If you’ve learned the basics, you’re ready to knit a hat. You’ll learn: Joining in the round, and 
working with double points. You’ll make: A cute ribbed beanie. We’ll provide: Churchmouse 
pattern ($7 value). Maximum: 6 students  $60 (3-session workshop)

LEARN TO CROCHET: Zippered pouches  with Samantha Pelliciotta
Friday afternoons 2–4pm  2/8, 2/15, 2/22; or Thursday afternoons 2–4pm  3/14, 3/21, 3/28
You’ll learn: Crochet basics and how to add a simple lining and zipper. You’ll make: 
A clever little pouch for your hooks, pencils, cosmetics or glasses. We’ll provide: 
Churchmouse pattern ($8 value). Maximum: 6 students. $60 (3-session workshop)

INTRODUCTION TO LACE:  with Becky ffitch
Monday afternoon 2–4pm  2/4; or Saturday afternoon 1–3pm  3/2
Start your first lace knitting project—it’s easier than you think! You’ll learn: Yarn-over 
eyelets and decreases, how to read a chart, and how to read your knitting. We’ll provide: 
Churchmouse Classics ‘Ribbed Lace Scarf’ pattern ($6 value). Maximum: 6 students $20

INTRO TO SOCKS: Start off on the right foot!  with Becky ffitch
Thursday afternoons 12–2pm  1/17, 1/24, 1/31  
Socks are a fun, portable project. You’ll learn: Sock-knitting essentials. We’ll provide: 
Churchmouse Classics ‘Basic Sock’ pattern ($8 value). See basic skills required on our 
website under ‘LEARN.’  Maximum 6 students  $60 (3-session workshop)

INTRO TO STRANDED COLORWORK: A good grounding for color play!
Tuesday evenings 6–8:30pm  2/5, 2/12  with Laura McCormick
Learn to knit 2 colors with two hands and you’ll be ready for Fair Isle or Scandinavian 
stranded colorwork. You’ll learn: How to read a chart and work in the round with both 
hands. You’ll make: a hat you’ll love! We’ll provide: Churchmouse ‘Simple Colorwork Beanie’ 
(shop pattern).  Maximum 6 students. $30 (2-session workshop)

‘RAVELRY’ HOW-TO  with Wendy Swords

Friday afternoon 3–4:30pm,  3/8; or Saturday afternoon 3–4:30pm,  4/13
Ravelry is an online knitters’ community that is a valuable resource—especially when 
you know how to get the most out of it. Bring your laptop or tablet and learn how all the 
awesome Ravelry tools can bring more fun to your knitting. Maximum: 6 students $15
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good as

NEW

After all the time we spend creating our 
handknits, we want them to have a good, 
long life. Treat your woollens well and they’ll 
outlast you!

Washing: Most yarns thrive on the 
restorative power of a nice warm bath 
in gentle wool soap, a good squeeze, and 
a little lie down. Moisture and elasticity 
are restored and the daily grime that 
can weaken fibers is washed away. We 
love the Natural Fabric 
Care Line from The 
Laundress. Their Wool 
& Cashmere Shampoo 
safely washes and 
preserves animal 
fibers, leaving a gentle 
cedar scent behind.

Always check your 
yarn’s label for care 
instructions and always 
test launder a yarn 
that’s new to you—yet 
another good reason to keep that gauge 
swatch! Keep a notebook (see page 11) of 
your FOs for reference when it’s time to 
clean your woollies.

Grooming: Pilling is one of those knitter’s 
trade-offs—if you want your woollens 
soft, you’ll get some pilling. Those 
little fuzz balls can make an otherwise 
beautiful sweater look worn—and a little 
sad. But no worries! Use a Gleener (or 
its handy travel version) to de-pill your 
pieces—they’ll look good as new. Caused 
by bits of released fiber meeting friction, 
pilling should slow down over time!

Mending: Prepare for repairs—a knitterly 
preemptive strike! When you’ve finished 
a project, keep a length of leftover yarn 
wound on a card or our little Spool Tag 
(pictured page 11) with its vitals about 
fiber content and care (keep a ball band, 
too). Pro-tip: Tack the extra yarn onto 
your piece each time you wash it—this 
ensures the color of the mending yarn 
stays the same as your handknit!

Some damage is easier 
to repair than others. 
Sometimes, all you have 
to do is tuck a snag to 
the wrong side with a 
needle threader. For 
bigger holes and tears, 
the Principles of Knitting 
by June Hemmons 
Hiatt comprehensively 
covers techniques for 
repair!

Storing: Proper storage 
is a sure-fire way to prolong the life of 
your woollens. Protect your pieces from 
excessive dampness (invites mildew and 
rot), excessive dryness (can cause fibers 
to become brittle and deteriorate), and 
those wee winged creatures that love 
animal fiber (read: lanolin and other 
natural oils) almost as much as we do.

Always put your knitted pieces away 
clean. Ideally, store your knits folded 
in cotton or linen in a container that 
breathes. Never hang—it can strain 
seams and stretch fibers. And tuck in a 
little lavender—moths hate it!
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winter

EV ENTS

BROOKLYN TWEED PEERIE TRUNK SHOW. January 26th–February 10th. 

BROOKLYN TWEED EARLY FALL ’18 TRUNK SHOW. February 16th–March 3rd. 

SMITH TEA TASTING. Saturday February 23rd 12:00–4:00pm. Sip and savor many 
blends with Smith tea wallah, Alix Walper, from Portland. 

SHIBUI MIX PARTY. Saturday, March 9th, 10:00am–noon or 2:00–4:00pm.
Learn how to fashion your own fabrics by combining two strands or more of any Shibui Knits 
yarns. Shibui expert Sandy Barnes leads playful and informative two-hour workshops. 
Limited to 12 participants per session. Register at churchmouseyarns.com/classes. 

MEET THE DESIGNERS. Friday. March 29th, 7:00pm–9:00 pm. Join the Knitting with 
Company designers (see Retreat below) in the shop for a casual soirée. FREE.

KNITTING WITH COMPANY RETREAT
March 28th–31st, 2019 at IslandWood

Treat yourself a long, relaxing weekend in a wooded setting at legendary IslandWood on 
Bainbridge Island. Kick back, eat well, and mingle with Churchmouse friends and knitting 
luminaries Catherine Lowe and Julie Hoover, along with two other celebrated designers:

Gudrun Johnson. Gudrun spent her childhood in Scotland in various locations. 
Now living in the U.S., she has self-published two collections of Shetland-inspired 
designs and is currently at work on a third.

Olga Buraya-Kefelian. Growing up in Belarus, Olga learned knitting from her 
seamstress mother. In her mid-twenties, knitting developed beyond a distraction 
from the hardships of military life into a career in knitwear design.

REGISTRATION—NEW DATE! Saturday, February 2nd (pushed out from 
January 26) at 10:00am PST, registration for 72 spots will open. See details at 
http://visit.churchmouseyarns.com/events/
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