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Nearly all varieties of avocado trees can be successfully grown throughout California in areas with mild winters. 
In parts of California that are susceptible to freezing temperatures, it is important to select one of the more 
cold hardy avocado varieties for the best results. 

All avocado trees need to be protected from heavy frosts and strong winds. They prefer to be planted in sunny 
locations with well drained soil. Most avocado trees can reach a height of up to 25+ feet when fully grown. 
Selecting the proper location to plant your avocado trees is important for success.

Avocado Care
PLANTING
Avocados require well drained soil and will not 
thrive in heavy clay soils. If you do have heavy clay 
soil, we recommend planting your avocado tree in 
a raised bed. The raised bed should be at least two 
feet above the existing grade of soil. It is also very 
important not to plant avocado trees too deeply. 
We recommend planting them at least 1-2 inches 
above the existing soil grade and then creating a 
small mound around the base with a mixture of 
compost and well draining soil.

Avocado trees are susceptible to root rot, so you 
should avoid planting a new avocado tree in a 
space where an old tree had died, as the soil may 
be contaminated.

If you want to plant more than one variety of 
avocado tree in a back yard setting, it is possible to 
plant more than one tree in the same hole or plant 
the trees together with as little as four feet of space 
between the trunks.  

But remember, avocado trees can grow up to 25 
feet if not pruned or shaped, so select the planting 
site carefully.

WATERING
Avocados prefer infrequent, 
deep root watering.  
Over-watering trees in the 
ground in certain soils 
is often the number one factor 
in causing root rot. It is best to allow 
trees to dry out before applying water again.

*Avocados in containers do need more frequent watering,
but be careful not to over do it.

MULCHING
It is a good idea to apply a 3-to-4-inch layer of mulch around 
avocado trees each year to help retain the soil moisture and 
improve soil quality. Apply mulch in spring and fall, under the 
canopy of the tree, keeping it away from the trunk of the tree.

PRUNING
Avocados should be minimally pruned in order to shape and 
control size. Frequent pinching of young trees is a good method 
to shape the tree rather than heavy pruning. Avocado trees can 
be susceptible to sunburn so newly pruned trees and young 
trees can be treated with trunk paint during periods of high 
summer and intense heat and sunshine.
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205 Serpa Way
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Roseville
901 Galleria Blvd.
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Rocklin
5436 Crossings Dr.
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Elk Grove
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916.714.5600

Sacramento
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