
With the husband and wife team of Robert and Ruth Paugh at the helm of 
the company and son Ron heading up product design and development, 
Paughco was on the move. By the late 70s, the company was manufacturing 
thousands of unique products, quickly becoming the number one choice of 
bike builders worldwide.

Bursting at the seams, Paughco needed room for expansion, and in 1979 
Bob purchased land for a massive, self-contained complex in Carson City, 
Nevada. Ron and his longtime friend Jim Dressi built the huge 100,000 
square foot building themselves. After four years, the doors were opened 
in 1983. At the current site, virtually all business operations are handled 
under one roof. This allows Paughco to produce over four thousand Amer-
ican made parts. The close proximity allows for high quality control and 
face-to-face collaboration between designers, builders, tool and die mak-
ers, manufacturing, inventory, sales, shipping, marketing, purchasing and 
new product development. An on-site tool and die fabrication group works 
with full-time bike builders, product testing teams, as well as with trained 
metallurgists who operate the chrome-plating line. 

After completion of the new headquarters in 1987, Bob Paugh took his 
final ride, and all operations were transferred to Ron. At the same time, a 
third generation of Paughs started working for the business. Ron’s son Bob 
picked up much of the weight, and continues to keep Paughco on the cut-
ting edge of modern technology and computer integration. Ron’s daughter 
Deana started working with her grandmother Ruth in accounting as she 
slowly phased herself out of the day to day operations. Ruth Paugh passed 
in 2003.

 As Paughco celebrates its fiftieth anniversary, the family and staff remain 
dedicated to the production of an ever-expanding line of products. With 
over one thousand frame combinations, more than two hundred spring-
er variations, and a massive collection of custom and stock replacement 
components to choose from, Paughco is the largest custom shop in the 
world. The company enjoys the success it has today from many years of 
support and enthusiasm from the biker community, and for that they are 
ever grateful. Looking back, it’s incredible to think that a trunk full of tin 
primaries is what kicked off this journey fifty years ago.
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