
Ron started working on his 1967 Sportster at D&D Cycle in Los An-
geles and became good friends with Boyd DeFrance, the owner. Boyd 
asked Ron if his father’s tool and die company could reproduce the early 
Harley Davidson inner primary covers. This was no small task, as it 
required sophisticated tooling and stamping procedures that few com-
panies had the capabilities to handle. Bob and Ron took the challenge. 
After two years and fourteen stamping dies, Ron and his dad had made 
five hundred inner primaries, and promptly sold them in less than a 
week. One thing led to another, and in 1969, Paughco, Inc. was founded 
with the sole purpose of producing the finest in custom and replace-
ment parts and accessories. When Bob Paugh told Ron that he could 
produce anything a chopper enthusiast could want, he wasn’t kidding. 
Within a couple years, Paughco was producing handlebars, sissy bars 
and other bolt-ons, followed by what was and still is today, the indus-
try’s standard for springer front ends and custom frames.

In 1971, Paughco added their own in-house chrome plating line to the 
company. A short time later in 1974, Ron and his dad also made a deal 
to purchase D&D Cycle. This was noteworthy in that D&D had been 
making parts on a limited basis for Jammer Cycle which was co-owned 
in part by Joe Teresi, one of the original founders of and current owner 
of Easyriders magazine. This purchase quickly put Paughco in the frame 
and springer business - the company’s heart and soul (along with ex-
haust systems).

Along the way, Ron and his dad were collecting Harley Davidson mo-
torcycles and choppers. Bob told Ron to begin trading parts for any-
thing Harley Davidson, and as word got out, the Paugh family began 
to amass an amazing collection of Harley parts and bikes. Back then, if 
you traded an old funky stock bike frame for a brand new custom rigid 
frame, sissy bar, and tank, you felt like you had made out. Bob and Ron 
knew better, and in one transaction they managed to obtain all of the 
major parts of the original “Captain America” chopper made famous in 
the movie Easy Rider - a bike that epitomizes the heart and soul of the 
biker lifestyle.Ron Paugh 1977




