
The Straits Times, Monday, May 28 2007, Home, H6 
 
NATIONAL BODY LAUNCHED TO BOOST RACIAL TIES 

OnePeople.sg to work with self-help groups and CDCs to bond Singaporeans 
By Aaron Low 
 

Mr Mohamed Faizal Salim’s love affair with Chinese music began eight years ago when, 
for the first time, he watched a Chinese orchestra perform. 

 

“The sounds were so beautiful and melodious that I immediately asked to be a member, 
although I had no musical training,” he said, recalling the day at Nanyang Polytechnic where he 
was a nursing student. 

 
Without hesitation, the poly’s orchestra welcomed him and since then, Mr Faizal, 25, has 

mastered three string instruments: the er hu, the guzheng and the san xian.  He has also 
become conversant in Mandarin. 

 

“Knowing Chinese helps me relate easily to my friends when they talk about Chinese 
culture and history,” he said of his fellow musicians at Xiang Ling Musical Association. 

 

Yesterday, he played the guzheng at the launch of a national body to bring Singaporeans 
together as one people, while championing racial harmony.  For many at the event, Mr Faizal 
was symbolic of a key point made by Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong when he unveiled the 

organisation, OnePeople.sg. 
 
PM Lee, in his speech, had highlighted how individuals, going about their daily lives, can 

help strengthen racial ties.  “Small things like being sensitive to each other’s needs, bringing one 
another into our conversations, extending a hand, or having a meal together, will make a 

difference and leave a lasting impression,” he said. 
 
The Government, meanwhile, will “ensure the minority communities have the space to 

keep their heritage alive and not feel pressured by the majority Chinese community.”  But it is 
the “quiet instinctive sensitivity” from individuals in their daily lives that will ensure Singapore’s 
social fabric remains strong in this turbulent world, he added. 

 
OnePeople.sg will work with the five self-help groups and the five community 

development councils (CDCs) to bond Singaporeans.  It will, among others, act as a coordinating 

body for racial harmony activities here. 
 

Its chief, Central Singapore district Mayor Zainudin Nordin, said another aim is to reach 

out to youth: “Younger people will identify with OnePeople.sg, and by being relevant, we can 
impart the values of racial tolerance to them at an early age.” 

 
The launch of OnePeople.sg – known before as Central Singapore Joint Social Service 

Centre – also marks the 10th Anniversary of CDCs.  Giving them a pat on the back for helping to 

strengthen Singapore’s social fabric, PM Lee said: “Looking ahead, I would like to see the CDCs 
play an even greater role in cultivating a more cohesive and harmonious community.”  Over the 
years, the CDCs have become “pivotal community-based organisations” that help the needy by 

being the focal point for those who seek social services. 
 

“As an experiment in local administration, the CDCs have shown that when a community 

is give the authority and responsibility to look after its own well-being, it will produce better 
results than when affairs are managed centrally by a distant bureaucracy,” PM Lee said. 


