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Plain Weave
A plain weave is the simplest and most basic weaving pattern. It incorporates the simple 
rule of “1 under/1 over”, and creates interest primarily with colour interaction and 
placement. A plain weave done with a single, solid coloured yarn will highlight the yarn 
and weave structure. Multi-coloured or marbled yarns create interesting patterns of 
striping or speckling of colour. Changing around the colour placement creates a variety 
of different repeating patterns within a weave.



Double Weave

A double weave is a more advanced version of the plain weave. This pattern uses two 
strands of yarn instead of one in the same “1 under/1 over” weaving pattern as a plain 
weave. When the two strands of yarn are different colours, the weave creates a speckled 
look.

Plaid or Checkered Weave

A checkered or plaid weave is a variation of a plain weave that uses two or more colours 
in thick, alternating bands on both the warp and the weft of the weave. It is woven in 
the plain weave pattern of “1 under/1 over”. This pattern creates bands and columns of 
interesting colour interplay.



Textured Weave
A textured weave is a repeating pattern of three rows of plain weave with one row that 
goes “1 under/3 over”. This pattern creates a distinct front and back to a weave. If this 
pattern is used with one colour, it will highlight the texture created by the pattern. 
When used with different coloured warp and weft, the front of the weave will highlight 
one colour, while the back highlights the other.
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Pile Loops
Pile loops are a manual type of detailing that can be added onto a plain weave. They 
are created by weaving in a plain weave pattern, but then looping the portions of yarn 
that go “over” around a knitting needle or round dowel. This detail can be added onto 
any type of plain weave, but works best where the warp and weft of a weave are two 
different solid colours.



Window Weave
The window weave and the textured weave are closely related; the only difference 
comes in the fact that this pattern repeats with three rows plain weave, one row “1 
under/3 over”, one row plain weave, then one final row of “1 under/3 over”. Textured 
weaves and window weaves work with colour in the same way, but a window weave will 
create texturing that is more pronounced.
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Weft Floats

Weft floats are created when weaving over 5 or more strands in a plain weave structure. 
Similar to both textured and window weaves, weft floats create prominent texture that 
will look good with any of one or more colours. The biggest difference with weft floats 
is visible from the back of a weave, where raised columns appear in the weave structure.

Front Back



ZigZag Pattern
The zigzag is a pattern created by weaving “2 under/2 over” and repeating that one 
strand over each row. The pattern can alternate directions every few rows, or move 
from one edge of the piece to the other before alternating. This pattern creates an 
interesting illusionistic texture if made with one solid colour. The zigzag itself will only 
be immediately apparent if the warp and weft are two different, solid colours.

Diamond Pattern
The diamond pattern is similar to the zigzag, going “2 under/2 over” each row, with one 
important difference: wherever there is a centre line for a diamond, the pattern must 
be “2 under/3 over” before going back to “2 under/ 2 over”. Like the zigzag, this pattern 
will create an interesting illusionistic texture if woven with one colour, but is most 
interesting when the warp and weft are two different colours.




