
 

Burn Cottage Vineyard 2017 Central Otago Pinot Noir  

 
Finished wine detail:   pH  3.65  

TA   5.4 
Alc  13.5% 

Commenced Harvest:   28th March 
Finished harvest:   10th April 
Average Brix at harvest:    22.7 
Whole cluster percentage:  13% 
New oak percentage:   25% 
Oak Cooperages:    Damy, Mercurey, Sylvain 
Average time in fermenter:   21 days 
Composition by block and clone: Block 1 - 28%. 115, 114, 777, 5, Abel 
 Block 2 - 12%. 115, Abel 
 Block 4 - 17%. 777, 943, Abel 
 Block 5s - 4%. Abel 
 Block 6 - 8%. 667, 115 
 Block 7E - 6%. 667, 777 
 Block 7W – 13%. 114, Abel, 777 

Block 8 - 8%. 667, 10/5, MV6 
 Block 10 - 4%. 828 
Plant density:    5000 vines/Ha 
 
Vintage Notes: 

We experienced a mild winter, and after an initially dry spring, a good amount of rain followed. An 

early bud-burst was followed by cooler periods, aside from brief heat spikes in November. Windy 

conditions started in November. December was relatively cool, and flowering a little patchy. In 

January we experienced lower than average growing degree days and above average rainfall. Cool, 

mild conditions prevailed through to mid-February, with nights often dipping below 10 degrees 

Celsius. Wind continued to be a challenge throughout the season and vine canopies were quite low 

in vigour. By late February the temperatures lifted and veraison went well. Crops were low due to 

the flowering conditions, however ripening progressed well, with harvest commencing in late March.   

Tasting Notes:  

Bright lifted red fruit notes complement darker savoury earth tones along with spice, a touch of 

chocolate and subtle blood orange nuances. The palate is generous and complex, focused throughout 

by a mineral freshness and energy, and supported by lovely acidity with persistence of fine textural 

tannins. A wine that will continue to gain complexity, and a we expect a cellaring potential of 10+ 

years. 
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Burn Cottage Vineyard 
 Pinot Noir 2017

Bob Campbell MW – The Real Review - 97 Points
I never swallow samples during tasting but got pretty close with this wine. 
It’s just so damn delicious with layer upon layer of fruit and savoury 
characters that defy description. A tease of fruit sweetness is balanced by 
gentle tannins and subtle acidity that drive a very lengthy finish. 
A seriously good pinot noir. Cellar 2019–2027. 

Cameron Douglas MS - 96 Points
Complex, layered, mineral-laden, earthy and fruity bouquet of Pinot 
Noir. Scents of roses and sweet wood spices, fruit aromas of cherry and 
preserved cherry, red apple, raspberry and a mix of forest berries. 
Equally complex, detailed and flavourful on the palate with textures 
from fine tannins, medium+ acidity and a core of Pinosity. Long finish, 
complex, youthful and particular. A delicious wine - and no question 
about whether you should invest or not (invest). Best drinking is now and 
through 2026. 

James Suckling - 96 points
This has very attractive, ripe red-cherry and plum aromas with spicy 
and sappy complexity, sitting in such a pure mode. The palate has a 
very composed and compact, layered feel with pristine blueberry, dark-
cherry and plum flavours, delivered in an elegant, regal style. From 
biodynamically grown grapes. Drink or hold. 96 points. Nick Stock, 
JamesSuckling.com October 2019

Decanter magazine Rebecca Gibb MW - 94 Points
If you thought Central Otago was all about bright, fruit-driven Pinot, then 
get this in your glass. This biodynamic vineyard overlooking Cromwell 
has produced a mellow, savoury and nuanced expression with the most 
beautifully handled tannins of the vintage - they are mouthcoating yet 
provide structure in combination with the fresh acidity.
Drinking Window 2020 – 2030

The Wine Advocate – Joe Czerwinski - 94 Points
The 2017 Burn Cottage Vineyard Pinot Noir shows considerable intensity 
and length, but it starts off with charming floral notes, hints of thyme and 
cedar and lashings of black cherries. It’s that elusive combination of 
concentration and complexity, wrapped in a silky coat of ripe tannins that 
raises this wine to the next level. It should drink well for a decade or more.


