
 

 

Burn Cottage Vineyard 2015 Central Otago Pinot Noir 
 
Finished wine detail:   pH  3.77 

TA   5.0 
Alc  13.5 %  

Commenced Harvest:   21st March 
Finished harvest    8th April 
Average Brix at harvest:    22.8 
Whole cluster percentage:  31% 
New oak percentage:   19% 
Cooperages :     Damy and Mercurey 
Average time in fermenter:   17 days 
composition by block and  clone: Block 1 – 27%. 115, Abel, 114, 777, 5 
     Block 2  – 22%. 667, 5, 10/5, 6, 115, Abel 
     Block 6 – 10%. 667, 114 

Block 7 - 30%. 667, 114, 777, Abel    
     Block 8 – 11%. 667, 10/5, mv6 
Plant density:    5000 vines/Ha  
     
Vintage Notes:   

Low rainfall during winter combined with a very windy October and then patchy weather early season ; -  this 
resulted in slow vine growth initially. Some frost fighting was required, (some events as late as December) however 
no damage was sustained. The weather warmed considerably to above average temperatures mid-season, enabling 
healthy vine growth, and a favourably short flowering. Central Otago had fantastic summer weather and very warm 
nights at times, so the season quickly caught up to normal timing and maturity progressed well. Cooler periods in 
February did not change the overall flow of the season and we proceeded to pick in mild weather at the usual timing 
in March/ April, with winter setting in shortly afterwards.  

Tasting Notes:  

Wonderfully complex aromas of fern leaf, rhubarb, potpourri and rose petal contrast with more mineral notes of 
dust, graphite and gravel.  The palate possesses a lovely sweet attack without ever becoming cloying and melts into 
supple, fine tannins which need a few years to completely marry to the wine.  Nevertheless, the overall impression is 
silky and sensual.  Excellent acidity lends great vibrancy to the palate and the wine ends on a long, lingering finish.  
The rich, silky completeness shows the great potential of this property.    
Cellaring for up to 8-10 years.       - Ted Lemon 
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Burn Cottage Vineyard 
Pinot Noir 2015

Nick Stock, jamessuckling.com 
A nice evolution is in play. This wine is gathering power and finesse 
simultaneously, becoming more and more defined. Super fragrant 
strawberry and red cherry fruits on the nose with some meaty, spicy 
elements adding interest. The palate is lacy and enticing, with a core of 
vibrant strawberry and red cherry flavour. Fine tannins sweep long and 
even. A wine that delivers both pleasure and a sense of purpose. Drink 
now. 94 points. - November 2017

Decanter Magazine – “The 75 Most Exciting Wines of  2017”
Beautifully made, managing to blend richness and ripeness of druit with 
elegance and finesse from a structure driven by well crafted, ripe tannins 
and spicy finish. Some sappy elements, but worth ageing. Drink 2018-2024. 
Oz Clarke, Christelle Guibert, Andy Howard MW, Decanter, January 
Edition 2018

Bob Campbell MW  – 97 Points 
Very attractive pinot noir with a trademark expression of subtle power. 
A refined mix of savoury, fresh herb, cherry, berry and subtle floral 
notes together with a suggestion of subtle mineral notes. The wine has an 
ethereal texture and surprisingly lengthy finish. Should develop well with 
bottle age. Drink 2017 to 2024

Mike Bennie – Winefront Australia – 95 Points
Remarkable site that the fruit is grown on here. Verdant, buzzy 
with Bambi-like scenes of animals and flowers and insects and stuff. 
Biodynamic farming, loads of care, a selected place to grow great grapes. 
Good ingredients. Clever winemaker, Claire Mullholland, and in the mix 
the wonderful consultant in Ted Lemon from Littorai, California. Good 
release. Drink : 2017 - 2023

96 Points Cameron Douglas MS
Steely and haunting bouquet with an enticing allure - aromas of crushed 
flowers, fine light red fruit layers, noticeable oak, plenty of mineral 
intoxication, spices and complexity. On the palate - dry, quite complex 
and enticing with flavours that reflect the nose as well as fine oak and fruit 
tannins, plenty of acidity, a very fine savoury layer, lengthy and flavourful 
finish. A fine wine, but also youthful still with a very specific pinosity 
message. Drink now if decanted otherwise from 2018 through 2028.

Joe Czerwinski – Robert Parker Wine Advocate – 94 Points
The medium to full-bodied 2015 Burn Cottage Vineyard Pinot Noir 
offers up aromas of roses, ripe cherries, crushed stone and subtle hints of 
pencil shavings. Despite 31% whole clusters and 19% new oak, neither 
is readily apparent on the nose at this stage. On the palate, there’s a 
sense of restrained fruit coupled with wiry, herbal, tea-like nuances that 
add complexity and texture, extending through a long, silky finish. This 
remarkable property remains at the forefront of Central Otago Pinot Noir 
producers. Drink 2018-2030

Sam Harrop MW – Fine Wines of  NZ Pinot Noir Selection Chairman
A new kid on the block, it’s biodynamic and very European like. 
A very Elegant wine.


