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20 A
pril 1814

The topic of rakes has, of course, 
been previously discussed in this 
colum

n, and This A
uthor has 

com
e to the conclusion that there 

are rakes, and there are R
akes. 

A
nthony B

ridgerton is a R
ake. 

A
 rake (low

er-case) is 
youthful and im

m
ature. H

e 
flaunts his exploits, behaves w

ith 
utm

ost idiocy, and thinks him
self 

dangerous to w
om

en. 
A

 R
ake (upper-case) know

s 
he is dangerous to w

om
en. H

e 
does not flaunt his exploits 
because he doesn’t need to. H

e 
know

s he w
ill be w

hispered 
about by m

en and w
om

en alike, 
and in fact, he’d rather they 
didn’t w

hisper about him
 at all. 

H
e know

s w
ho he is and w

hat he 
has done; further recounting are, 
to him

, redundant. 
H

e doesn’t behave like an 
idiot for the sim

ple reason that he 
isn’t an idiot (any m

oreso than 
m

ust be expected am
ong all 

m
em

bers of the m
ale gender). H

e 
has little patience for the foibles 
of society, and quite frankly, 
m

ost of the tim
e This A

uthor 
cannot say she blam

es him
. 

A
nd if that doesn’t describe 

V
iscount B

ridgerton – surely this 

season’s m
ost eligible bachelor – 

to perfection, This A
uthor shall 

retire H
er quill im

m
ediately. The 

only question is: W
ill 1814 be 

the season he finally succum
bs 

to the exquisite bliss of 
m

atrim
ony?

This A
uthor Thinks...N

ot.
________________________

22 A
pril 1814

A
t the H

artside ball W
ednesday 

night, V
iscount B

ridgerton w
as 

seen dancing w
ith m

ore than one 
eligible young lady. This 
behavior can only be term

ed 
“startling” as B

ridgerton 
norm

ally avoids proper young 
m

isses w
ith a perseverance that 

w
ould be im

pressive w
ere it not 

so utterly frustrating to all 
m

arriage-m
inded M

am
as.

C
an it be that the viscount 

read This A
uthor’s m

ost recent 
colum

n and, in that perverse 
m

anner all m
ales of the species 

seem
 to endorse, decided to 

prove This A
uthor w

rong?
It m

ay seem
 that This 

A
uthor is ascribing to herself far 

m
ore im

portance than She 
actually w

ields, but m
en have 

certainly m
ade decisions based 

on far, far less. 
V

iscount B
ridgerton w

as

lady’s propensity for gossip, This 
A

uthor can only assum
e that the 

viscount (never know
n for 

lacking a spine) threatened 
bodily injury upon M

rs. F should 
she even breathe a syllable.
________________________

13 M
ay 1814

It has com
e to This A

uthor’s 
attention that the w

edding of 
Lord B

ridgerton and M
iss 

Sheffield is to be a sm
all, 

intim
ate, and private affair. 

In other w
ords, This A

uthor 
is not invited.

B
ut have no fear, dear reader, 

This A
uthor is at her m

ost 
resourceful at tim

es such as 
these, and prom

ises to uncover 
the details of the cerem

ony, both 
the interesting and the banal.

The w
edding of London’s 

m
ost eligible bachelor is surely 

som
ething w

hich m
ust be 

reported in This A
uthor’s hum

ble 
colum

n, don’t you agree?
________________________

16 M
ay 1814

The deed is done! M
iss Sheffield 

is now
 K

atharine, V
iscountess 

B
ridgerton.

This A
uthor extends the very 

best of w
ishes to the happy 

couple. Sensible and honorable 
people are surely scare am

ong 
the ton, and it’s certainly 
gratifying to see tw

o of this rare 
breed joined in m

arriage. 
________________________

10 June 1814
A

lthough gossip still surrounds 
the hasty m

arriage of Lord and 
Lady B

ridgerton (form
erly M

iss 
K

atharine Sheffield, for those of 
you w

ho have been in 
hibernation for these past few

 
w

eeks), This A
uthor is of the 

firm
 opinion that theirs w

as a 
love m

atch. V
iscount B

ridgerton 
does not escort his w

ife to every 
society function (but then again, 
w

hat husband does?), but w
hen 

he is present, This A
uthor cannot 

fail to note that he alw
ays seem

s 
to be m

urm
uring som

ething in 
his lady’s ear, and that som

ething 
alw

ays seem
s to m

ake her sm
ile 

and blush. 
Furtherm

ore, he alw
ays 

dances w
ith her one m

ore tim
e 

than is considered de riguer. 
C

onsidering house m
any 

husbands don’t like to dance w
ith 

their w
ives at all, this is rom

antic 
stuff, indeed.
________________________

13 June 1814
Lady M

ottram
’s annual ball w

as 
a crush, as alw

ays, but society 
w

atchers could not fail to note 
that Lord and Lady B

ridgerton 
did not m

ake an appearance. 
Lady M

ottram
 insists that they 

had prom
ised to attend, and This 

A
uthor can only speculate as to 

w
hat kept the new

lyw
eds at 

hom
e…

 
________________________

15 June 1814
C

ontrary to popular opinion, 
This A

uthor is aw
are that she is 

view
ed as som

ething of a cynic.
B

ut that, D
ear R

eader, could 
not be further from

 the truth. 
This A

uthor likes nothing better 
than a happy ending. A

nd if that 
m

akes her a rom
antic fool, so be 

it.________________________
17 Septem

ber 1823
Lord B

ridgerton celebrated his 
birthday – This A

uthor believes 
that it w

as his thirty-ninth – at 
hom

e w
ith his fam

ily.
This A

uthor w
as not invited.

N
onetheless, details of the 

fête have reached This A
uthor’s 

alw
ays attentive ears, and it 

sounds to have been a m
ost 

am
using party. The day began 

w
ith a short concert: Lord 

B
ridgerton on the trum

pet and 
Lady B

ridgerton on the flute. 
M

rs. B
agw

ell (Lady B
ridgerton’s 

sister) apparently offered to 
m

ediate on the pianoforte, but 
her offer w

as refused. 
A

ccording to the dow
ager 

viscountess, a m
ore discordant 

concert has never been 
perform

ed, and w
e are told that 

eventually young M
iles 

B
ridgerton stood atop his chair 

and begged his parents to cease. 



in London w
ho shall forever 

rem
ain in the utm

ost opposition: 
A

m
bitious M

am
as and 

D
eterm

ined B
achelors.

The A
m

bitious M
am

a has 
daughters of m

arriageable age. 
The D

eterm
ined B

achelor does 
not w

ant a w
ife. The crux of the 

conflict should be obvious to 
those w

ith half a brain, or, in 
other w

ords, approxim
ately fifty 

percent of This A
uthor’s 

readership.
This A

uthor has not yet seen 
a guest list for Lady B

ridgerton’s 
country house party, but inform

ed 
sources indicate that nearly every 
eligible young lady of 
m

arriageable age w
ill be 

gathering in K
ent next w

eek.
This surprises no one. Lady 

B
ridgerton has never m

ade a 
secret of her desire to see her 
sons favorably m

arried. This 
sentim

ent has m
ade her a favorite 

am
ong the A

m
bitious M

am
a set, 

w
ho despairingly view

 the 
B

ridgerton brothers as the w
orst 

sort of D
eterm

ined B
achelors. 

If one is to trust the betting 
books, then at least one of the 
B

ridgerton brothers shall be 
w

itness to w
edding bells before 

the year is through.
A

s m
uch as it pains This 

A
uthor to agree w

ith the betting 
books (they are w

ritten by m
en, 

and thus inherently flaw
ed), This 

A
uthor m

ust concur in the 
predictions. 

Lady B
ridgerton w

ill soon 
have her daughter-in-law. B

ut 
w

ho she w
ill be – and to w

hich 
brother she shall find herself 
m

arried – ah, G
entle R

eader, that 
is still anyone’s guess.

M
en are contrary creatures. 

Their heads and their hearts are 
never in agreem

ent. A
nd as 

w
om

en know
 all too w

ell, their 
actions are usually governed by a 
different aspect altogether. 
________________________

2 M
ay 1814

The country house party is a very 
dangerous event. M

arried persons 
often find them

selves enjoying 

the com
pany of one other than 

one’s spouse, and unm
arried 

persons often return to tow
n as 

rather hastily engaged persons. 
Indeed, the m

ost surprising 
betrothals are announced on the 
heels of these spells of rustication. 

A
 m

an w
ith charm

 is an 
entertaining thing, and a m

an w
ith 

looks is, of course, a sight to 
behold, but a m

an w
ith honor – 

ah, he is the one, dear reader, to 
w

hich the young ladies should 
flock.
________________________

4 M
ay 1814

There is little to report in 
London w

ith so m
any people 

aw
ay in K

ent at the B
ridgerton 

house party. This A
uthor can only 

im
agine all the gossip that w

ill 
soon reach tow

n. There w
ill be a 

scandal, yes? There is alw
ays a 

scandal at a house party.
A

nd indeed, if a scandal does 
erupt at Lady B

ridgerton’s party, 
those of us w

ho rem
ain in London 

m
ay be assured that any and all 

titillating new
s shall reach our 

tender ears w
ith all possible haste. 

W
ith so m

any notorious gossips in 
attendance, w

e are all but 
guaranteed a full and detailed 
report.
________________________

11 M
ay 1814

O
nce again. This A

uthor has been 
proven correct. C

ountry house 
parties do result in the m

ost 
surprising of betrothals.

Yes indeed, dear reader, you 
are surely reading it here first: 
V

iscount B
ridgerton is to m

arry 
M

iss K
atharine Sheffield. N

ot 
M

iss Edw
ina, as gossips had 

speculated, but M
iss K

atharine.
A

s to how
 the betrothal 

cam
e about, details have been 

surprisingly difficult to obtain. 
This A

uthor has it on the best 
authority that the new

 couple w
as 

caught in a com
prom

ising 
position, and that M

rs. 
Featherington w

as a w
itness, but 

M
rs. F has been 

uncharacteristically close-lipped 
about the entire affair. G

iven that 

also seen dancing w
ith M

iss 
K

atharine Sheffield, elder sister to 
the fair Edw

ina. This can only 
m

ean one thing, as it has not 
escaped the notice of This A

uthor 
that the elder M

iss Sheffield has 
been in m

uch dem
and on the 

dance floor ever since the younger 
M

iss Sheffield m
ade her bizarre 

and unprecedented announcem
ent 

at the Sm
ythe-Sm

ith m
usicale last 

w
eek. W

hoever heard of a girl 
needing her sister’s perm

ission to 
choose a husband? 

A
nd perhaps m

ore 
im

portantly, w
hoever decided that 

the w
ords “Sm

ythe-Sm
ith” and 

“m
usicale” m

ight be used in the 
sam

e sentence? This A
uthor has 

attended one of these gatherings 
in the past, and heard nothing that 
m

ight ethically be term
ed 

“m
usic.”

________________________
25 A

pril 1814
This A

uthor w
as, sadly, unable to 

determ
ine all the details, but there 

w
as a considerable to-do 

Thursday last near The Serpentine 
in H

yde Park involving V
iscount 

B
ridgerton, M

r. N
igel B

erbrooke, 
both the M

isses Sheffield, and an 
unnam

ed dog of indeterm
inate 

breed.This A
uthor w

as not an 
eyew

itness, but all accounts seem
 

to indicate that the unnam
ed dog 

em
erged the victor. 

________________________
27 A

pril 1814
It has com

e to This A
uthor’s 

attention that M
iss K

atharine 
Sheffield took offense at the 
labeling of her beloved pet, “an 
unnam

ed dog of indeterm
inate 

breed.”
This A

uthor is, to be sure, 
prostrate w

ith sham
e at this 

grievous and egregious error and 
begs of you, dear reader, to accept 
this abject apology and pay 
attention to the first ever 
correction in the history of this 
colum

n. 
M

iss K
atharine Sheffield’s 

dog is a corgi. It is called N
ew

ton,

although it is difficult to im
agine 

that England’s great inventor and 
physicist w

ould have appreciated 
being im

m
ortalized in the form

 of 
a short, fat canine w

ith poor 
m

anners. 
Lady B

ridgerton’s m
usicale 

proved to be a decidedly m
usical 

affair (not, This A
uthor assures 

you, alw
ays the norm

 for 
m

usicales). The guest perform
er 

w
as none other than M

aria R
osso, 

the Italian soprano w
ho m

ade her 
debut in London tw

o years ago 
and has returned after a brief stint 
on the V

ienna stage. 
W

ith thick, sable hair and 
flashing dark eyes, M

iss R
osso 

proved as lovely in form
 as she 

did in voice, and m
ore than one 

(indeed, m
ore than a dozen) of 

society’s so-called gentlem
en 

found it difficult indeed to rem
ove 

their eyes from
 her person, even 

after the perform
ance had 

concluded. 
A

lso in attendance at Lady 
B

ridgerton’s m
usicale: M

rs. 
Featherington and the three elder 
Featherington daughters 
(Prudence, Philippa, and Penelope, 
none of w

hom
 w

ore colors 
beneficial to their com

plexions); 
M

r. N
igel B

erbrooke (w
ho, as 

usual, had m
uch to say, although 

no one save Philippa 
Featherington seem

ed interested); 
and, of course, M

rs. Sheffield and 
M

iss K
atharine Sheffield.

This A
uthor assum

es that the 
Sheffields’ invitation had also 
included M

iss Edw
ina Sheffield, 

but she w
as not present. Lord 

B
ridgerton seem

ed in fine spirits 
despite the younger M

iss 
Sheffield’s absence, but alas, his 
m

other appeared disappointed.
B

ut then again, Lady 
B

ridgerton’s m
atchm

aking 
tendencies are legendary, and 
surely she m

ust be at loose ends 
now

 that her daughter has m
arried 

the D
uke of H

astings.
________________________

29 A
pril 1814

A
s any regular reader of this 

colum
n know

s, there are tw
o sects


