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C
apital-R

-R
ake

D
earest gentle reader. D

id you 
m

iss m
e?A

s the m
em

bers of our 
esteem

ed ton lazily sojourned 
in their rustic retreats, this 
author w

as doing but one thing, 
honing m

y skills. O
r should I 

say hatching m
y plans? N

o, 
even better. I w

as sharpening 
m

y knives. For all of you.
______________________

Q
uestions abound as to this 

author’s identity and m
eans. 

Seeking those answ
ers shall 

prove, fruitless indeed.
There is, of course, 

another unknow
n identity at 

present. Though, this one you 
w

ill be able to unearth. Is peak 
of the season’s diam

ond, 
w

herever she m
ay be.

Y
our m

ove, Y
our 

M
ajesty.
______________________

There is nothing quite like the 
sw

eet-scented sm
ell of 

success. B
ut after taking in the 

scene from
 last night’s 

festivities, it is clear that the 
season w

on’t be quite so 
fragrant for everyone.

The V
iscount 

B
ridgerton’s ow

n m
am

a m
ay 

have loudly declared her eldest 
son’s lofty intentions to m

arry, 
yet I cannot be the only one 
w

ondering if this form
er 

C
apital-R

-R
ake is, indeed, 

ready to flourish.
Perhaps the viscount, 

like the rest of us, is sim
ply 

w
aiting for the queen to finally 

nam
e her diam

ond. O
r perhaps 

this author should take m
atters 

into her ow
n hands.

Though, of the m
any 

purportedly w
ell-trained and 

bred hothouse flow
ers 

displayed this year, this author 
m

ust w
onder if a m

ore 
surprising choice m

ight still be 
in store.W

hichever darling m
iss 

receives such high esteem
, let 

us hope there is a suitor 
available of only the sharpest 
w

it, lest his dry m
usings leave 

a young lady 
w

ilting like a parched rose.
______________________

Form
ed under pressure, 

desired by m
any, yet possessed 

only by a fortunate few
, there 

is nothing on earth quite so 
envied as a diam

ond.

and their cakes. Is it not a 
w

onder that anyone m
arries at 

all?
Indeed, som

e m
ay call a 

w
edding the ultim

ate act of 
faith. W

hile others w
ould 

venture that it is the ultim
ate 

act of fools.
Eagerly aw

aiting tw
o 

w
ords. “I do.” B

ride and groom
 

declare intention alone w
ith no 

guarantee of happiness.
M

arriage am
ounts to 

little m
ore than hum

an ritual. 
W

e m
ay not force the rooster 

or hen, yet w
e continue to 

collect eggs. D
oes that m

ake us 
m

ore com
plicated, or sim

ply 
too stubborn to believe that w

e 
m

ust orchestrate w
hat nature 

has already ordained?
__________________

H
arm

ony
A

 jilted groom
. A

 broken-
hearted bride-to-be. A

 royal 
w

edding in sham
bles. 

Sensational? Q
uite. B

ut true? 
This author m

ay traffic in 
chatter and speculation, dear 
reader, but disinform

ation? 
N

ever.Explanations of w
hy 

M
iss Edw

ina absconded from
 

the altar m
ay be greater in 

num
ber than anyone could 

possibly fathom
. B

ut w
e m

ust 
not forget, it w

as H
er M

ajesty 
the Q

ueen w
ho placed the 

young m
iss on that stage so 

that she could m
ake her grand 

exit. A
llow

 this author to hope 
for H

er M
ajesty’s sake, as w

ell 
as both the Sharm

as and 
B

ridgertons, that an official 
explanation em

erges sw
iftly, 

lest the ton are run aw
ay by 

their taw
dry im

aginings.
__________________

W
hat is it about betrayal that 

excites us so? The ton itself has 
certainly felt its peculiar kind 
of frenzy after the prom

ise of a 
w

edding to end all w
eddings 

w
as broken.

Y
et this author has it on very 

good authority that the 
viscount’s failed nuptials m

ay 
not be the only betrayal our 
dear B

ridgertons m
ust m

anage 
at present.

Should our lives be 
distilled dow

n to the sum
 total 

of our choices, then M
iss 

Eloise B
ridgerton has 

certainly m
ade a dangerous, 

perhaps ruinous one. For she’s 
apparently been associating, 
unchaperoned, w

ith im
proper 

com
pany.

Political radicals, in 
fact.

It m
ight be that the 

young m
iss spent a great deal 

of tim
e considering her 

decisions. O
r, perhaps, they 

w
ere m

ade in haste. W
hatever 

the case m
ay be, w

e all m
ust 

rem
em

ber, as one m
akes 

one’s bed, so one m
ust line in 

it.
__________________

T
he V

iscount W
ho L

oved 
M

e
It has been said that silence 
can w

ield m
ore pow

er than 
w

ords. N
o one know

s that 
better than m

e. It is in silence 
w

here one m
ay find truth. A

ll 
one has to do, I suppose is 
listen for it. I know

 there w
ill 

alw
ays be tim

es w
hen silence 

is necessary. A
nd, of course, 

tim
es w

hen it is not. 
G

entle reader, you 
thought I w

as silenced, but 
you thought w

rong. A
nd if 

there is one thing you should 
know

 by now
, it is that this 

author cannot keep quiet for 
long. Y

ours truly, Lady 
W

histledow
n. 



else m
ight one explain the 

taw
dry, dare I say vulgar, gow

n 
sported lately by M

iss C
ressida 

C
ow

per?
M

ayfair’s new
est m

odiste has 
one thing, and one thing only, 
going for her.

She is new
.

W
hereas M

adam
e D

elacroix 
m

ight be old, but at least she is 
capable. O

f course, not 
everyone can alw

ays get things 
so right.Though I suppose, for 
som

e, it m
ay be sim

ply too late 
to change course. A

nd undo any 
dam

age.
__________________

V
ictory

If the A
ncient G

reeks w
ere 

m
em

bers of the ton, they m
ight 

have added to their O
lym

pic 
pentathlon one additional event. 
The hosting of a country visit.

This, of course, is the 
w

eek of Lady B
ridgerton’s 

annual H
earts and Flow

ers B
all, 

the year’s m
ost coveted 

invitation in the country, and no 
event better designed to show

 
the m

ight and m
ettle of its host.

__________________
D

earest gentle reader, w
hile 

m
uch occurred at the 

B
ridgerton country visit, this 

author feels not all is fit to 
print.

Especially w
hen so m

uch 
is already know

n by far too 
m

any m
em

bers of the ton.
B

ut if you thought w
e 

w
ould reach the end of this 

journey w
ithout this trusted 

author finding a truly delectable 
m

orsel of gossip, then you are 
sorely m

istaken.
W

hile Prudence 
Featherington seem

s to have 
secured her m

atch, it w
as not 

the only occurrence of note. 
A

nthony B
ridgerton is now

 
betrothed to M

iss Edw
ina 

Sharm
a.V

ictory, indeed.
__________________

A
n U

nthinkable Fate
The frenzy of com

petition, the 
thrilling delight of hazarding 
your all. I am

 referring not to 
the lure of London’s luxurious 
gam

ing halls but to a gam
ble 

w
ith far higher stakes. 

M
atrim

ony.
For once that particular 

w
ager is placed it cannot easily 

be undone. A
 fact w

hich, I am
 

sure is m
et w

ith both regret and 
sheer relief.

__________________
D

uty. M
ore than law

s or faith, I 
have often thought it the bond 
that holds our fragile society 
together.D

uty to rank and title. 
Fidelity to one’s fam

ily nam
e. It 

dem
ands both utter obedience 

and total sacrifice. B
ut w

hat 
happens w

hen such duty is in 
conflict w

ith the heart’s true 
desire? W

hy, then, there is the 
potential for a considerable 
scandal, indeed.

The only question is, w
ill 

the parties in question heed m
y 

w
arning? O

r is it already too 
late to turn back to duty and 
aw

ay from
 desire?

__________________
T

he C
hoice

A
 m

arch dow
n the aisle m

ay 
very w

ell be the longest w
alk 

any young lady ever takes. It 
does not sim

ply cover the length 
of the church, but rather, 
countless floors for dancing, 
and m

eandering paths for every 
afternoon prom

enade too. It is a 
w

onder, then, that feet do not 
tire or, heaven forbid, trip under 
the scrutiny of all those 
attentive eyes keeping close 
w

atch, indeed.
__________________

It is a distinctly hum
an act to 

m
arry.A

nim
als require no 

contract or dow
ries. The hen 

and the rooster m
ake no vow

s. 
Leave it to people to com

plicate 
m

atters w
ith their cerem

onies 

M
ight our queen finally 

extinguish the fevered 
speculation and bestow

 the 
highest of honors to a m

ost 
fortunate young lady tonight? 
W

ith so m
any futures at risk, I 

do suspect this author is not the 
only one w

aiting w
ith baited 

breath.
______________________

C
olor, clarity, carat, cut. A

t long 
last, the queen has nam

ed her 
m

ost precious stone.
W

hile this author finds 
M

iss Edw
ina Sharm

a to be an 
exceptional young lady, it is 
about tim

e I used these pages of 
record for som

ething else. A
 

shift.
Is the entire practice of 

nam
ing a diam

ond not…
w

ell, 
rather ridiculous? Should a 
w

om
an not be valued for so 

m
uch m

ore than her dancing 
skills or her com

portm
ent?

Should w
e not value a 

w
om

an instead for her candor, 
her character, her true 
accom

plishm
ents? Perhaps if 

the queen abandoned this 
absurdity that is the diam

ond, 
w

e w
ould all see that a w

om
an 

can be so m
uch m

ore.
______________________

O
ff T

o T
he R

aces
D

earest reader. It has been said 
that com

petition is an 
opportunity for us to rise and 
stand ready before our greatest 
of challenges.

W
ell, if w

hat this author 
hears this m

orning is true, then 
a great challenge concerning 
this season’s diam

ond has been 
set forth, indeed.

A
ny suitor w

ishing to 
gain an audience w

ith M
iss 

Edw
ina Sharm

a m
ust first tam

e 
the rather prickly spinster of a 
beast otherw

ise know
n as her 

sister.O
f course, the only 

com
petition that com

pels m
y 

attention is the gam
e of 

courtship. So best of luck to this 

year’s players. D
o try not to 

stum
ble on the starting line.
__________________

There are tw
o things that lurk 

w
ithin the dark and shadow

y 
places of our fair city. V

erm
in 

and secrets. I shall leave it to 
you, dear reader, as to w

hich do 
the m

ost harm
.

O
ne has to w

onder w
hat 

secrets the season’s diam
ond is 

holding near and dear to her 
heart. A

nd w
ho shall she choose 

to share them
 w

ith? The 
V

iscount B
ridgerton, perhaps? 

A
t least the elder Sharm

a’s 
opinion on such a m

atter is 
certainly no secret at all.

To be fair, one m
ight call 

this author the biggest secret-
sharer of all. For w

ho else could 
possibly keep all of you honest? 
W

hen even the m
ost w

ell-kept 
of secrets m

ust eventually com
e 

to 
light.__________________

A
 B

ee In Y
our B

onnet
W

e all know
 the great lengths a 

young lady w
ill go to in pursuit 

of a proposal. A
nd apparently, 

she w
ill travel great distances 

too. Lord A
nthony B

ridgerton 
appears to be inching ever so 
closer to selecting his 
viscountess, and to that end has 
invited our diam

ond to join him
 

for an excursion at his ancestral 
hom

e, 
A

ubrey H
all.

C
ountry air indeed clears 

the m
ind and invigorates the 

body. M
ight this be the final 

gust that pushes the viscount 
over the precipice of a proposal?

O
f course, the luckless 

souls rem
aining in tow

n w
ill 

have to find new
 diversions in 

the absence of their m
ost 

precious of stones.
__________________

A
n artist m

ust be free to follow
 

their m
use. B

ut it appears the 
ton has fallen prey to the 
fickleness of fashion. For how

 


