crimp in society functions. This
Author saw Miss Prudence
Featherington swoon at the
Huxley ball, but it is impossible
to discern whether this temporary
lack of verticality was due to the
heat or the presence of Mr. Colin
Bridgerton, who has been cutting
quite a swash through society
since his return from the
Continent.

The unseasonable heat has
also made a casualty of Lady
Danbury, who quit London
several days ago, claiming that
her cat (a long-haired, bushy
beast) could not tolerate the
weather. It is believed that she
has retired to her country home
in Surrey.

One would guess that the
Duke and Duchess of Hastings
are unaffected by these rising
temperatures; they are down on
the coast, where the sea wind is
always a pleasure. But This
Author cannot be certain of their
comfort; contrary to popular
belief, This Author does not have
spies in all the important
households, and certainly not
outside of London!

To say that men can be
bullheaded would be insulting to
the bull.

4 June 1813
Is This Author the only one
who has noticed, or have the
(gentle)men of the ton been
imbibing more than usual these
days?

9 June 1813

The new Duchess of
Hastings was spotted in Mayfair
today. Philippa Featherington
saw the former Miss Daphne
Bridgerton taking a bit of air as
she walked briskly around the
block. Miss Featherington called
out to her, but the duchess
pretended not to hear.

And we know the duchess
must have been pretending, for
after all, one would have to be
deaf to let one of Miss

Featherigton’s shouts go
unnoticed.

2 August 1813

The marriage of the season
seems to have gone sour. The
Duchess of Hastings (formerly
Miss Bridgerton) returned to
London nearly two months ago,
and This Author has seen neither
hide nor hair of her new husband,
the duke.

Rumor has it that he is not at
Clyvedon, where the once happy
couple took their honeymoon.
Indeed, This Author cannot find
anymore who professes to know
his whereabouts. (If her grace
knows, she is not telling, and
furthermore, one rarely has the
opportunity to ask, as she has
shunned the company of all
except her rather large and
extensive family.)

It is, of course, This Author’s
place and indeed duty to
speculate on the source of such
rifts, but This Author must
confess that even she is baffled.
They seemed so very much in
love...

6 August 1813
The Duke of Hastings is back!

15 December 1817
It’s a boy for the Duke and
Duchess of Hastings!

After three girls, society’s
most besotted couple has finally
produced an heir. This Author
can only imagine the level of
relief in the Hastings household;
after all, it is a truth universally
acknowledged that a married
man in possession of a good
fortune must be in want of an
heir. The name of the new babe
has yet to be made public,
although This Author feels
herself uniquely qualified to
speculate. After all, with sisters
named Amelia, Belinda, and
Caroline, could the new Earl
Clyvedon be called anything but
David?
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26 April 1813

The Bridgertons are by far
the most prolific family in the
upper echelons of society. Such
industriousness on the part of the
viscountess and the late viscount
is commendable, although one
can find only banality in their
choice of names for their
children. Anthony, Benedict,
Coin, Daphne, Eloise, Francesca,
Gregory, and Hyacinth -
orderliness is, of course,
beneficial in all things, but one
would think that intelligent
parents would be able to keep
their children straight without
needing to alphabetize their
names.

Furthermore, the sight of
the viscountess and all eight of
her children in one room is
enough to make one fear is
seeing double - or triple - or
worse. Never has This Author
seen a collection of siblings so
ludicrously alike in their physical
regard.

Although This Author has
never taken the time to record
eye color, all eight possess
similar bone structure and the
same thick, chestnut hair. One
must pity the viscountess as she

did not produce a single child of
more fashionable coloring. Still,
there are advantages to a family
of such consistent looks - there
can be no doubt that all eight are
of legitimate parentage.

Ah, Gentle Reader, your
devoted Author wishes that were
the case amid all large
families. ..

The new Duke of Hastings
is a most interesting character.
While it is common knowledge
that he was not on favorable
terms with his father, even This
Author is unable to learn the
reason for the estrangement.

28 April 1813

It has been whispered to
This Author that Nigel
Berbrooke was seen at
Moreton’s Jewelry Shop
purchasing a diamond solitaire
ring. Can a new Mrs. Berbrooke
be very far behind?

London is awash these days
with Ambitious Mamas. At Lady
Worth’s ball last week This
Author saw no fewer than eleven
Determined Bachelors, cowering
in corners and eventually feeling
the premises with those
Ambitious Mamas hot on their




heels.

It is difficult to determine
who, precisely, is the worst of the
lot, although This Author suspects
the contest may come down to a
near draw between Lady
Bridgerton and Mrs.
Featherington, with Mrs. F edging
Lady B out by a nose. There are
three Featherington misses on the
market right now, after all,
whereas Lady Bridgerton need
only worry about one.

It is recommended, however,
that all safety-minded people stay
far, far away from the latest crop
of unmarried men when
Bridgerton daughters E, F, and H
come of age. Lady B is not likely
to look both ways when she
barrels across a ballroom with
three daughters in tow, and the
Lord help us all should she decide
to don metal-toed boots.

30 April 1813

Were you at Lady Danbury’s
ball last night? If not, shame on
you. You missed witnessing quite
the most remarkable coup of the
season. It was clear to all
partygoers, and especially to This
Author, that Miss Daphne
Bridgerton has captured the
interest of the newly returned to
England Duke of Hastings.

One can only imagine the
relief of Lady Bridgerton. How
mortifying it will be if Daphne
remains on the shelf for yet
another season! And Lady B -
with three more daughters to
marry off. Oh, the horror.

It has been reported that This
Author that the Duke of Hastings
mentioned no fewer than six times
yestereve that he has no plans to
marry. If this intention was to
discourage the Ambitious Mamas,
he made a grave error in
judgement. They will simply view
his remarks as the greatest of
challenges.

And in an interesting side note,
his half dozen anti-matrimony
remarks were all uttered before he
made the acquaintance of the

lovely and sensible Miss (Daphne)
Bridgerton.

3 May 1813

It has reached This Author’s
ears that the entire Bridgerton
family (plus one duke!) embarked
upon a journey to Greenwich on
Saturday. It has also reached This
Author’s ears that the
aforementioned duke, along with a
certain member of the Bridgerton
family, returned to London very
wet indeed.

14 May 1813

The Duke of Hastings was
espied yet again with Miss
Bridgerton. (That is Miss Daphne
Bridgerton, for those of you who,
like This Autor, find it difficult to
differentiate between the
multitudes of Bridgerton
offspring.) It has been some time
since This Author has seen a
couple so obviously devoted to
one another.

It does seem odd, however,
that, with the exception of the
Bridgerton family outing to
Greenwich, which was reported in
this newspaper ten days earlier,
they are seen together only at
evening functions. This Author has
it on the best authority that while
the duke called upon Miss
Bridgerton at her home a fortnight
ago, this courtesy has not been
repeated, and indeed, they have
not been seen riding together in
Hyde Park even once!

17 May 1813

Lady Trowbridge’s annual ball
at Hampstead Heath on Saturday
evening was, as always, a
highlight of the gossip season.
This Author spied Colin
Bridgerton dance with all three of
the Featherington sisters (not at
once, of course) although it must
be said that this most dashing
Bridgerton did not appear to be
charmed by his fate. Additionally,
Nigel Berbrooke was seen
courting a woman who was not
Miss Daphne Bridgerton - perhaps

Mr. Berbrooke has finally
realized the futility of his pursuit.

And speaking of Miss Daphne
Bridgerton, she made an early
departure. Benedict Bridgerton
informed the curious that she had
the headache, but This Author
spied her earlier in the evening,
while she was talking to the
elderly Duke of Middlethorpe,
and she appeared to be in perfect
health.

19 May 1813

A duel, a duel, a duel. Is there
anything more exciting, more
romantic...or more utterly
moronic?

It has reached This Author’s
ears that a duel took place earlier
this week in Regent’s Park.
Because dueling is illegal, This
Author shall not reveal the names
of the perpetrators, but let it be
known that This Author frowns
heavily upon such violence.

Of course, as this issue goes to
press, it appears that the two
dueling idiots (I am loath to call
them gentlemen; that would
imply a certain degree of
intelligence, a quality which, if
they ever possessed it, clearly
eluded them that morning) are
both unharmed.

One wonders if perhaps an
angel of sensibility and rationality
smiled down upon them that
fateful morn.

If so, it is the belief of This
Author that This Angel ought to
shed her influence on a great
many more men of the ton. Such
an action could only make for a
more peaceful and amiable
environment, leading to a vast
improvement of our world.

21 May 1813

It’s marriage for the Duke of
Hastings and Miss Bridgerton!

This Author must take this
opportunity to remind you, dear
reader, that forthcoming nuptials
were predicted in this very
column. It has not escaped the
note of This Author that when

this newspaper reports a new
attachment between an eligible
gentleman and an unmarried lady,
the odds in the betting books at
gentleman’s clubs change within
hours, and always in favor of
marriage.

Although This Author is not
allowed in White’s, she has reason
to believe that the official odds
concerning the marriage of the
duke and Miss Bridgerton were
2-1 for.

24 May 1813

We are told that the wedding
of the Duke of Hastings and the
former Miss Bridgerton, while
small, was most eventful. Miss
Hyacinth Bridgerton (ten years of
age) whispered to Miss Felicity
Featherington (also aged ten) that
the bride and groom actually
laughed aloud during the
ceremony. Miss Felicity then
repeated this information to her
mother, Mrs. Featherington, who
then repeated it to the world.

This Author shall have to trust
Miss Hyacinth’s account, since
This Author was not invited to
view the ceremony.

28 May 1813

London seems terribly quiet
this week, now that society’s
favorite duke and the duke’s
favorite duchess have departed for
the country. This Author could
report that Mr. Nigel Berbrooke
was seen asking Miss Penelope
Featherington to dance, or that
Miss Penelope, despite her
mother’s gleeful urging and her
eventual acceptance of his offer,
did not seem terribly enamored
with the notion.

But really, who wants to read
about Mr. Berbrooke or Miss
Penelope? Let us not fool
ourselves. We are all still
ravenously curious about the duke
and duchess.

2 June 1813
The stifling heat in London
this week has certainly put a




