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26 A
pril 1813

The B
ridgertons are by far 

the m
ost prolific fam

ily in the 
upper echelons of society. Such 
industriousness on the part of the 
viscountess and the late viscount 
is com

m
endable, although one 

can find only banality in their 
choice of nam

es for their 
children. A

nthony, B
enedict, 

C
oin, D

aphne, Eloise, Francesca, 
G

regory, and H
yacinth - 

orderliness is, of course, 
beneficial in all things, but one 
w

ould think that intelligent 
parents w

ould be able to keep 
their children straight w

ithout 
needing to alphabetize their 
nam

es.Furtherm
ore, the sight of 

the viscountess and all eight of 
her children in one room

 is 
enough to m

ake one fear is 
seeing double - or triple - or 
w

orse. N
ever has This A

uthor 
seen a collection of siblings so 
ludicrously alike in their physical 
regard.A

lthough This A
uthor has 

never taken the tim
e to record 

eye color, all eight possess 
sim

ilar bone structure and the 
sam

e thick, chestnut hair. O
ne 

m
ust pity the viscountess as she 

did not produce a single child of 
m

ore fashionable coloring. Still, 
there are advantages to a fam

ily 
of such consistent looks - there 
can be no doubt that all eight are 
of legitim

ate parentage.
A

h, G
entle R

eader, your 
devoted A

uthor w
ishes that w

ere 
the case am

id all large 
fam

ilies…
The new

 D
uke of H

astings 
is a m

ost interesting character. 
W

hile it is com
m

on know
ledge 

that he w
as not on favorable 

term
s w

ith his father, even This 
A

uthor is unable to learn the 
reason for the estrangem

ent.
________________________

28 A
pril 1813

It has been w
hispered to 

This A
uthor that N

igel 
B

erbrooke w
as seen at 

M
oreton’s Jew

elry Shop 
purchasing a diam

ond solitaire 
ring. C

an a new
 M

rs. B
erbrooke 

be very far behind?
London is aw

ash these days 
w

ith A
m

bitious M
am

as. A
t Lady 

W
orth’s ball last w

eek This 
A

uthor saw
 no few

er than eleven 
D

eterm
ined B

achelors, cow
ering 

in corners and eventually feeling 
the prem

ises w
ith those 

A
m

bitious M
am

as hot on their 

crim
p in society functions. This 

A
uthor saw

 M
iss Prudence 

Featherington sw
oon at the 

H
uxley ball, but it is im

possible 
to discern w

hether this tem
porary 

lack of verticality w
as due to the 

heat or the presence of M
r. C

olin 
B

ridgerton, w
ho has been cutting 

quite a sw
ash through society 

since his return from
 the 

C
ontinent. 

The unseasonable heat has 
also m

ade a casualty of Lady 
D

anbury, w
ho quit London 

several days ago, claim
ing that 

her cat (a long-haired, bushy 
beast) could not tolerate the 
w

eather. It is believed that she 
has retired to her country hom

e 
in Surrey.

O
ne w

ould guess that the 
D

uke and D
uchess of H

astings 
are unaffected by these rising 
tem

peratures; they are dow
n on 

the coast, w
here the sea w

ind is 
alw

ays a pleasure. B
ut This 

A
uthor cannot be certain of their 

com
fort; contrary to popular 

belief, This A
uthor does not have 

spies in all the im
portant 

households, and certainly not 
outside of London!
     To say that m

en can be 
bullheaded w

ould be insulting to 
the bull.
________________________

4 June 1813
Is This A

uthor the only one 
w

ho has noticed, or have the 
(gentle)m

en of the ton been 
im

bibing m
ore than usual these 

days?
________________________

9 June 1813
The new

 D
uchess of 

H
astings w

as spotted in M
ayfair 

today. Philippa Featherington 
saw

 the form
er M

iss D
aphne 

B
ridgerton taking a bit of air as 

she w
alked briskly around the 

block. M
iss Featherington called 

out to her, but the duchess 
pretended not to hear. 

A
nd w

e know
 the duchess 

m
ust have been pretending, for 

after all, one w
ould have to be 

deaf to let one of M
iss 

Featherigton’s shouts go 
unnoticed.
________________________

2 A
ugust 1813

The m
arriage of the season 

seem
s to have gone sour. The 

D
uchess of H

astings (form
erly 

M
iss B

ridgerton) returned to 
London nearly tw

o m
onths ago, 

and This A
uthor has seen neither 

hide nor hair of her new
 husband, 

the duke. 
     R

um
or has it that he is not at 

C
lyvedon, w

here the once happy 
couple took their honeym

oon. 
Indeed, This A

uthor cannot find 
anym

ore w
ho professes to know

 
his w

hereabouts. (If her grace 
know

s, she is not telling, and 
furtherm

ore, one rarely has the 
opportunity to ask, as she has 
shunned the com

pany of all 
except her rather large and 
extensive fam

ily.)
     It is, of course, This A

uthor’s 
place and indeed duty to 
speculate on the source of such 
rifts, but This A

uthor m
ust 

confess that even she is baffled. 
They seem

ed so very m
uch in 

love…
________________________

6 A
ugust 1813

The D
uke of H

astings is back!
________________________

15 D
ecem

ber 1817
It’s a boy for the D

uke and 
D

uchess of H
astings! 

     A
fter three girls, society’s 

m
ost besotted couple has finally 

produced an heir. This A
uthor 

can only im
agine the level of 

relief in the H
astings household; 

after all, it is a truth universally 
acknow

ledged that a m
arried 

m
an in possession of a good 

fortune m
ust be in w

ant of an 
heir. The nam

e of the new
 babe 

has yet to be m
ade public, 

although This A
uthor feels 

herself uniquely qualified to 
speculate. A

fter all, w
ith sisters 

nam
ed A

m
elia, B

elinda, and 
C

aroline, could the new
 Earl 

C
lyvedon be called anything but 

D
avid?



M
r. B

erbrooke has finally 
realized the futility of his pursuit.
     A

nd speaking of M
iss D

aphne 
B

ridgerton, she m
ade an early 

departure. B
enedict B

ridgerton 
inform

ed the curious that she had 
the headache, but This A

uthor 
spied her earlier in the evening, 
w

hile she w
as talking to the 

elderly D
uke of M

iddlethorpe, 
and she appeared to be in perfect 
health.
________________________

19 M
ay 1813

A
 duel, a duel, a duel. Is there 

anything m
ore exciting, m

ore 
rom

antic…
or m

ore utterly 
m

oronic?
It has reached This A

uthor’s 
ears that a duel took place earlier 
this w

eek in R
egent’s Park. 

B
ecause dueling is illegal, This 

A
uthor shall not reveal the nam

es 
of the perpetrators, but let it be 
know

n that This A
uthor frow

ns 
heavily upon such violence.
     O

f course, as this issue goes to 
press, it appears that the tw

o 
dueling idiots (I am

 loath to call 
them

 gentlem
en; that w

ould 
im

ply a certain degree of 
intelligence, a quality w

hich, if 
they ever possessed it, clearly 
eluded them

 that m
orning) are 

both unharm
ed.

     O
ne w

onders if perhaps an 
angel of sensibility and rationality 
sm

iled dow
n upon them

 that 
fateful m

orn.
     If so, it is the belief of This 
A

uthor that This A
ngel ought to 

shed her influence on a great 
m

any m
ore m

en of the ton. Such 
an action could only m

ake for a 
m

ore peaceful and am
iable 

environm
ent, leading to a vast 

im
provem

ent of our w
orld. 

________________________
21 M

ay 1813
It’s m

arriage for the D
uke of 

H
astings and M

iss B
ridgerton!

This A
uthor m

ust take this 
opportunity to rem

ind you, dear 
reader, that forthcom

ing nuptials 
w

ere predicted in this very 
colum

n. It has not escaped the 
note of This A

uthor that w
hen 

this new
spaper reports a new

 
attachm

ent betw
een an eligible 

gentlem
an and an unm

arried lady, 
the odds in the betting books at 
gentlem

an’s clubs change w
ithin 

hours, and alw
ays in favor of 

m
arriage.

A
lthough This A

uthor is not 
allow

ed in W
hite’s, she has reason 

to believe that the official odds 
concerning the m

arriage of the 
duke and M

iss B
ridgerton w

ere 
2-1 for.
________________________

24 M
ay 1813

W
e are told that the w

edding 
of the D

uke of H
astings and the 

form
er M

iss B
ridgerton, w

hile 
sm

all, w
as m

ost eventful. M
iss 

H
yacinth B

ridgerton (ten years of 
age) w

hispered to M
iss Felicity 

Featherington (also aged ten) that 
the bride and groom

 actually 
laughed aloud during the 
cerem

ony. M
iss Felicity then 

repeated this inform
ation to her 

m
other, M

rs. Featherington, w
ho 

then repeated it to the w
orld. 

This A
uthor shall have to trust 

M
iss H

yacinth’s account, since 
This A

uthor w
as not invited to 

view
 the cerem

ony. 
________________________

28 M
ay 1813

London seem
s terribly quiet 

this w
eek, now

 that society’s 
favorite duke and the duke’s 
favorite duchess have departed for 
the country. This A

uthor could 
report that M

r. N
igel B

erbrooke 
w

as seen asking M
iss Penelope 

Featherington to dance, or that 
M

iss Penelope, despite her 
m

other’s gleeful urging and her 
eventual acceptance of his offer, 
did not seem

 terribly enam
ored 

w
ith the notion.

B
ut really, w

ho w
ants to read 

about M
r. B

erbrooke or M
iss 

Penelope? Let us not fool 
ourselves. W

e are all still 
ravenously curious about the duke 
and duchess.
________________________

2 June 1813
The stifling heat in London 

this w
eek has certainly put a 

heels. It is difficult to determ
ine 

w
ho, precisely, is the w

orst of the 
lot, although This A

uthor suspects 
the contest m

ay com
e dow

n to a 
near draw

 betw
een Lady 

B
ridgerton and M

rs. 
Featherington, w

ith M
rs. F edging 

Lady B
 out by a nose. There are 

three Featherington m
isses on the 

m
arket right now, after all, 

w
hereas Lady B

ridgerton need 
only w

orry about one.
It is recom

m
ended, how

ever, 
that all safety-m

inded people stay 
far, far aw

ay from
 the latest crop 

of unm
arried m

en w
hen 

B
ridgerton daughters E, F, and H

 
com

e of age. Lady B
 is not likely 

to look both w
ays w

hen she 
barrels across a ballroom

 w
ith 

three daughters in tow, and the 
Lord help us all should she decide 
to don m

etal-toed boots.
________________________

30 A
pril 1813

W
ere you at Lady D

anbury’s 
ball last night? If not, sham

e on 
you. You m

issed w
itnessing quite 

the m
ost rem

arkable coup of the 
season. It w

as clear to all 
partygoers, and especially to This 
A

uthor, that M
iss D

aphne 
B

ridgerton has captured the 
interest of the new

ly returned to 
England D

uke of H
astings.

O
ne can only im

agine the 
relief of Lady B

ridgerton. H
ow

 
m

ortifying it w
ill be if D

aphne 
rem

ains on the shelf for yet 
another season! A

nd Lady B
 - 

w
ith three m

ore daughters to 
m

arry off. O
h, the horror. 

It has been reported that This 
A

uthor that the D
uke of H

astings 
m

entioned no few
er than six tim

es 
yestereve that he has no plans to 
m

arry. If this intention w
as to 

discourage the A
m

bitious M
am

as, 
he m

ade a grave error in 
judgem

ent. They w
ill sim

ply view
 

his rem
arks as the greatest of 

challenges. 
     A

nd in an interesting side note, 
his half dozen anti-m

atrim
ony 

rem
arks w

ere all uttered before he 
m

ade the acquaintance of the 

lovely and sensible M
iss (D

aphne) 
B

ridgerton.
________________________

3 M
ay 1813

It has reached This A
uthor’s 

ears that the entire B
ridgerton 

fam
ily (plus one duke!) em

barked 
upon a journey to G

reenw
ich on 

Saturday. It has also reached This 
A

uthor’s ears that the 
aforem

entioned duke, along w
ith a 

certain m
em

ber of the B
ridgerton 

fam
ily, returned to London very 

w
et indeed.

________________________
14 M

ay 1813
The D

uke of H
astings w

as 
espied yet again w

ith M
iss 

B
ridgerton. (That is M

iss D
aphne 

B
ridgerton, for those of you w

ho, 
like This A

utor, find it difficult to 
differentiate betw

een the 
m

ultitudes of B
ridgerton 

offspring.) It has been som
e tim

e 
since This A

uthor has seen a 
couple so obviously devoted to 
one another.

It does seem
 odd, how

ever, 
that, w

ith the exception of the 
B

ridgerton fam
ily outing to 

G
reenw

ich, w
hich w

as reported in 
this new

spaper ten days earlier, 
they are seen together only at 
evening functions. This A

uthor has 
it on the best authority that w

hile 
the duke called upon M

iss 
B

ridgerton at her hom
e a fortnight 

ago, this courtesy has not been 
repeated, and indeed, they have 
not been seen riding together in 
H

yde Park even once!
________________________

17 M
ay 1813

Lady Trow
bridge’s annual ball 

at H
am

pstead H
eath on Saturday 

evening w
as, as alw

ays, a 
highlight of the gossip season. 
This A

uthor spied C
olin 

B
ridgerton dance w

ith all three of 
the Featherington sisters (not at 
once, of course) although it m

ust 
be said that this m

ost dashing 
B

ridgerton did not appear to be 
charm

ed by his fate. A
dditionally, 

N
igel B

erbrooke w
as seen 

courting a w
om

an w
ho w

as not 
M

iss D
aphne B

ridgerton - perhaps 


