
The New Duke From Wellington 

It all started back in 2006 in Byron Bay, an idyllic town in northern New South Wales, Australia. A town 

filled with surfers, hippies, millionaires, sea-change life-stylers, and tourists. Sitting around a BBQ at a 

mate’s place, when a guy pulled out a little coloured ukulele and started strumming a tune and singing 

along. That was my first up-close and personal experience of a ukulele, and it got me hooked. I started 

asking questions about how to play, how hard it was, what the basic chords were, and so on.  

Within a couple of weeks a few of us had organised a get-together at the local pub, which became the North 

Coast Ukulele Collective. It was quite a thing to see the rise of the club, many sheepishly admitting to 

having been ‘closet’ ukulele players for years. We quickly had 80-100 keen ukers showing up every month. 

It was just brilliant! 

I was the manager of a musical instrument store at the time, and that was when I first discovered the banjo 

ukulele. One arrived that had a tiny 4” drum and I just fell in love! Sadly, it was not a ‘necessary’ addition to 

my (growing) collection, so I didn’t buy it, but it was always in the back of my mind and over the years I 

often wished I had treated myself. 

Upon leaving Australia in early 2013, I moved back to my home town of Wellington, the capital city of New 

Zealand, where I started a small e-commerce business selling beautiful hand-crafted New Zealand leather 

ukulele straps (made by a retired cobbler). I marketed them online and they still sell through the website, 

shipping all over the world (www.lovemyukulele.com). 

With a driving passion to share the love of the ukulele and that start in the e-commerce business, I realised 

what I actually wanted was my own ukulele brand, but I had no idea how to even start down that road. Little 

did I know what was coming!  

In mid-2017 I was contacted by the owner of Duke Banjo Ukuleles, Ed Ackman, (who coincidentally also 

lives right here in New Zealand) and he wanted to send me a DUKE10 Banjo Uke to review. Well, it was 

love at first sight! I made a review video which you can still see on the website at www.dukeuke.com. Then 

a few months ago Ed told me he was selling the company so, to cut a long story short, I bought it. 

After many years of promoting and playing the ukulele, with a dream that I would one day own my own 

brand, it has all come true! I am truly blessed to be able to follow my passion, and the best part is that I can 

continue to work from home whilst raising my two beautiful boys, Luka (3) and Elijah (2). My very 

supportive wife Fiona works part time and between us we manage the family and business. 

I have made it a part of the Mission Statement at Duke Ukes to ‘make a difference in the world’. Playing, 

singing or listening to music is such a wonderful thing, especially when it involves the ukulele, and many of 

us, me included, use it to relieve stress and to create real joy in our lives and the lives of others. 

Ukulele has become the instrument of choice for millions of us around the world. It must be the happiest 

instrument on the planet - it's almost impossible not to smile and laugh when you’re playing. 

The title on my LinkedIn profile is ‘Supplier of Happiness via the Duke Banjo Ukulele’ and through the 

DUKE10 I would like to think that as a company we have a real stake in helping the world to become a 

better place. We are one step closer to our vision for every ukulele player in the world to add a Duke 

Banjolele to their (usually growing) collection. 

I am heading to our manufacturing facility in China as this issue of UKE goes to print, where I will 

personally oversee the final production and quality control of 300 DUKE10’s. Many have been pre-ordered 

and once checked they will be shipped out all around the world. Here’s to a future filled with Banjo 

Ukuleles! 😊 


