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“The challenge is continuing to pay attention to what is happening to black
people on a daily basis…  When you are only paying attention to these

incidents that sort of arise from time to time in the dominant consciousness,
there isn’t that perspective of understanding...the depth of the systemic

brutality and oppression…”  Sebene Selassie

 

If you only read this far in this email we ask one thing:   [please listen to this:  #252: You

Can't Meditate This Away (Race, Rage, and the Responsibilities of Meditators)].

hej hej.  We do hope you will keep reading, we believe what we have to say below is
important.  All of it.  Thank you and stay well.  ~ DeAnn & Kurt

It is hard to believe that a week ago we emailed you about our tips for riding on rainy days at the end of a
Holiday weekend that felt as close as we could get to ‘normal’ after navigating through a pandemic the last
3 months, and on this very same evening we emailed you ~ George Floyd was tragically and senselessly
killed right here in the city we call home.

It is time to acknowledge that there is no going back to ‘normal’ and to once again ask ~ how can we
help?

In these times, it is important for all of us to find a way to take positive action.  Kurt and I believe that
taking action starts right here at home, with how we choose to show up for our community.  As we were
pondering this week how we could help, we knew our help would be a financial donation.  We knew that
we wanted not just our money, but your money, to be impactful; not just today, but in the days ahead.  And
we knew that we wanted to help people in our community who need it most right now, and going forward. 

If you have been following along with us, you know by now that as a company it is important for us to put
money back into our community and speak with our dollars. 

1.  Annual Charitable Donations:  

We donate annually through äventyr to non-profit
organizations in our community from your purchases.  Last

https://www.sebeneselassie.com/about
https://www.tenpercent.com/podcast


year we deepened this annual impact by moving our giving to
land annually on Give to the Max Day in Minnesota. 

2.  Covid-19 + Community Support:
Food & Face Coverings:
When Covid-19 impacted our food system, we chose to make
face coverings and donate part of your purchase to our
farmers through the Mill City Farmers Market Covid-19
Farmer Relief Fund.  Thanks to you we made our first
donation on May 31 (small but mighty).  We still have face
coverings in inventory, we welcome your purchase to
continue to support this fund.

#takeout2liftup
When our restaurants closed due to the pandemic, we knew
when they opened we needed to show up, and we have been
getting takeout at least once a week at our favorite places. 
Thanks for following along on our weekly curbside pickups to
support our local restaurants!

3.  ??

Kurt and I had intended to sit down and discuss what additional ways we could support our community
through financial donations during the pandemic.  It was our intent to do that this week, but then…

We feel fortunate that in this horrible and difficult week, we have had the opportunity to pause and to
widen the lens through which we are looking.   

We are proud to share we have solved our ??.  Read on...

Kurt and I are fully aware that cycling like we do, with bikes like we have, with time available in our
day to do it - is a privilege.  We are able to use bicycles as tools to take care of our physical and
mental health, to take us on dates in our community, and to travel near and far with.  We
understand that bicycles in our life could be perceived as ‘extra’; and we understand why.  Until

https://www.instagram.com/p/B42ngv8lX6x/
https://www.instagram.com/p/CAdQ9r6lyws/
https://www.aventyr.cc/collections/aventyr-bicycle-bags-traditional-face-coverings
https://www.instagram.com/p/CA1SSb_nLph/


people’s most basic needs are met (food, health care, shelter), doing something like donating a
bike (or a bike bag) to someone would be the furthest from helpful.  So how do we help? 

Yesterday while trying to answer this question, I came across the Constellation Fund.  We are
proud to announce that the Constellation Fund will be part of our charitable giving from your
purchases this year.  This is exactly the place we feel our dollars, no matter how small, must go.
So, let’s talk about the Constellation Fund…

The Constellation Fund “invests in and empowers organizations that demonstrably raise the living
standards of individuals living in poverty in the Twin Cities. To do this, we focus our support on four key
issue areas and, importantly, the intersections between them: education, employment, health, and
housing.”  

What we like about the Constellation Fund is that not only will 100% of the donation we make with your
purchases go directly to the organization’s they are funding, but they are results oriented to ensure your
donation is having an impact.  The Constellation Fund “...leverages the power of analytics to carefully
measure the poverty-fighting improvements that different nonprofits are making in the lives of poor
residents… using evidence to understand the poverty-fighting impact of every dollar that we invest.”

To read up on what The Constellation Fund does go to their website here and read this Star Tribune article
here.  Specifically, we ask you to look at the groups they are funding ~ we believe in so doing you will
understand how in this moment we feel we can make a meaningful contribution. 

Kurt and I are excited to have  found an organization that we feel moves our desire for justice to tangible
action, helps lift people in our community up, and fits well with our goal of äventyr to build and support our
community.  Although äventyr is not yet a profitable company, and DeAnn does not take a salary, our core
values come first and foremost ~ people before profit.

We hope you are energized to join us in supporting our community, and thank you in advance for your
support.  It is exciting that 100% of the money we give to The Constellation Fund on behalf of your äventyr
purchases this year will directly impact the organizations granted money through the Constellation Fund. 
We felt it was important for you to know.

Kurt and I cannot begin to know what it is like to walk in the shoes of the people in the communities
we aim to support, but we do both know what it is like to come from modest backgrounds.  We
have worked hard for every dollar we have made, we know its value and how important it is for us
to invest it wisely. 

Long after the streets are swept up, the donations bags given out, the buildings rebuilt, it will be
important that we continue to show up for our community - together.  That is why we believe in
bringing The Constellation Fund into our charitable giving.

We believe all good things start small and grow.  We know right now our contribution through
äventyr will be small, but we will continue our mission to support good people doing good things. 
We hope you will join us on the äventyr.

Stay positive, stay well, stay engaged,  
~ DeAnn & Kurt

https://constellationfund.org/what-we-do/
https://www.startribune.com/constellation-fund-gives-out-new-grants-to-twin-cities-nonprofits-to-disrupt-philanthropy/566198581/


One last thing... it is one thing to vote with your dollars, but it is another to actually GO VOTE.  We urge
you to VOTE, always.  Get educated and then let your vote speak.

Thank YOU for
supporting good people doing good things!

Thank you for joining us on the äventyr!

P.S.
We would LOVE it if you
Forwarded this email to a friend!

Copyright © 2020 äventyr, All rights reserved.

Want to change how you receive these emails?
You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list.

http://us17.forward-to-friend.com/forward?u=ff084e444596a9b9453e906e7&id=15e4f69a26&e=[UNIQID]
http://us17.forward-to-friend.com/forward?u=ff084e444596a9b9453e906e7&id=15e4f69a26&e=[UNIQID]
https://www.instagram.com/aventyr.cc/?hl=en
https://aventyr.cc/blogs/news.atom
http://www.aventyr.cc/
mailto:info@aventyr.cc
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCcCmTNYfeHvK4H8rztPkOFA
https://www.pinterest.com/aventyrcc/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/aventyrcc/
https://aventyr.us17.list-manage.com/profile?u=ff084e444596a9b9453e906e7&id=02a1401aaf&e=[UNIQID]
https://aventyr.us17.list-manage.com/unsubscribe?u=ff084e444596a9b9453e906e7&id=02a1401aaf&e=[UNIQID]&c=15e4f69a26
http://www.mailchimp.com/email-referral/?utm_source=freemium_newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=referral_marketing&aid=ff084e444596a9b9453e906e7&afl=1

