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For some people the best cup of coffee in America is 
whatever's currently in their hand, but then there are 
those for whom coffee is less of an alarm clock and 
more of a poetic experience. The type of dorks that 
measure out their lives in coffee spoons, not in the 
depressed 20th century poet type of way, but rather 
know the beans at every coffee shop in their town like 
some Espresso Rain Man. 
 
Naturally we also bow down in praise to a perfect cup 
of gritty diner coffee, but you won't find Dunkin' 
anywhere on this list (even though we do love them). These 21 companies are staffed by Type A coffee geeks who take an 
insane amount of care in every step of the process, from visiting the farms that grow the coffee and building relationships with 
the farmers to developing unique roast profiles that bring out each unique bean’s individual snowflake flavor qualities. 
 
To choose the very best, we polled a group of these types of industry professionals, ranging from baristas to roasters to coffee 
writers, then interviewed and sampled the roasters we hadn't already tried. Seriously, if you need some coffee, we've got about 
20 bags in our kitchen.  
 
So read on to learn more about the companies roasting the very best beans in the business, and if you're curious whether 
those honeysuckle tasting notes ring true, most all of these beans are available to order online, but no, they don’t offer K-Cups. 
 

VERVE 
SANTA CRUZ  
 

The bean: Streetlevel espresso, with notes of 
stone fruit, zesty citrus, and syrupy sweetness 
that makes it ideal for milk-based drinks 
 
Co-founded by a guy who grew up with his 
hands in the soil farming pears and wine at his 
family farm in Northern California, it's no 
wonder that Verve has such a trained eye for 
coffee terrior. Founded in Santa Cruz, the 
brand now has cafes in Los Angeles, San 
Francisco, and Japan, all featuring single origin coffees as well as a signature Streetlevel blend of 
two Guatemalan farms with some wild heirloom varietals mixed in for good measure. 
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