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Taking its title from the German word for “ping pong
table,” TTP depicts a story about a ping pong table. One
day, Hayahisa Tomiyasu saw a fox on the street. Two weeks
later, he found another fox in the courtyard adjacent to his
bedroom and a ping pong table there. The image above is
from a series about his encounters with the fox and the
ping pong table. Developing ideas from the series further,
he created TTP. He spent five years documenting the table
from his window, observing the comings and goings of
people, none of them playing table tennis.

Having won the 2018 First Book Award, TTPwas published
by MACK. It offers a sustained narrative through sequenced
images shot from a fixed point of view. Tomiyasu thoroughly
studied the visual language of Robert Frank in his seminal
book, The Americans. He explains, “By conjoining visual
information including association, similarity, dramatic
elements and natural changes in the landscape, | created
a narrative told through a series of photographs. When you
see an image, it remains in your memory, and when you
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turn the page and see the next image, your mind connects
the dots, building a natural connection, and that's what |
tried to do.” Through the magic of editing, he adds a
narrative to images that follow the conventions of the
documentary as they capture everyday life scenarios
without any staging, while expanding his visual language.
People in his photographs interact with the ping pong
table in their unigue ways and then leave the scene. When
you turn the final page, you will feel like you have been
there with the ping pong table for a lifetime. It is the
accumulation of little stories contained within these
images that continues to inspire your imagination.

PROFILE / Born in Kanagawa in 1982. Graduated from the Photography Depart-
ment of Tokyo Polytechnic University in 2006. He earned a diploma in 2013, and
postgraduate “Meisterschaler” in 2016 from the Satellite Academy of Visual Arts
Leipzig. After working as a part-time assistant for an evening photography course at
the Academy, he started working as an assistant lecturer in the Art and Media De-
partment at the Zurich University of the Arts. He has been widely exhibiting world-
wide, especially in Germany and Switzerland. He was honored with MACK’s First
Book Award last year and recently published his monograph, TTP.
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Not only does STEP QUT! discover and introduce the work of young Japanese photographers in the pages of this magazine,
it assists artists who are hoping to build an international reputation through a variety of activities such as organizing port-
folio reviews and group exhibitions, producing photo books, and providing support for foreign exhibitions.

Text: IMA Translation: Yuka Katagini




