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Off the shelf
Apollo’s selection of recently 
published books on art, 
architecture and the history  
of collecting

APOLLO FEBRUARY 2020

The Impressionist Trail: The What, 
Whence and Whither of French 
Masterpieces in Norway  
Nils Messel 
Messel Forlag/Daniel Katz Gallery, €40  
ISBN 9788276311389

The art historian Nils Messel recounts 
how the efforts of private collectors 
and museums meant that important 
Impressionist works made their way to 
Scandinavia during the First World War – 
even if many left for the US in the 1920s.

Metropolitan Fetish: African Sculpture 
and the Imperial French Invention of 
Primitive Art   
John Warne Monroe 
Cornell University Press, $45  
ISBN 9781501736377

This study carefully charts and challenges 
how the French interest in African 
sculpture has shaped Western perceptions 
of art from the continent – and ways of 
categorising it – since the late 19th century.

A Sanskrit Treasury: A Compendium of 
Literature from the Clay Sanskrit Library 
Camillo A. Formigatti  
Bodleian Library, £50  
ISBN 9781851245314

Bringing together translations published by 
the Clay Sanskrit Library with manuscripts 
in the Bodleian, this anthology presents 
illustrated excerpts from texts such as the 
Mahabharata and is introduced by the 
economist and philosopher Amartya Sen.

The Painted Hall: Sir James Thornhill’s 
Masterpiece at Greenwich  
Anya Lucas, Richard Johns, Sophie Stewart 
and Stephen Paine 
Merrell, £40  
ISBN 9781858946795

The ceiling and wall decorations of the Old 
Royal Naval College in Greenwich have been 
called ‘the Sistine Chapel of the UK’. As well 
as discussing the building’s history and 
architecture, this book examines the details 
of Thornhill’s best-known commission.

The Phantom Image: Seeing the 
Dead in Ancient Rome  
Patrick R. Crowley 
University of Chicago Press, £45  
ISBN 9780226648293

How did the Romans represent the 
insubstantial figure of the ghost in a 
material as solid as stone? This study looks 
closely at funerary monuments and burial 
artefacts to make wider arguments about 
beliefs concerning the afterlife.

Fernweh  
Teju Cole 
Mack, £35  
ISBN 9781912339549

In this follow-up to Blind Spot (2017), a 
photobook that took us to several different 
countries, the novelist Teju Cole takes 
photographs of Switzerland in an attempt 
to capture the essence of Fernweh – which 
can be translated from German as the 
longing to be elsewhere.


