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MOHAIR COUNCIL OF AMERICA 
AMERICAN MOHAIR ASSURANCE (AMA) 

 
MISSION STATEMENT 
The Mohair Council of America (MCA) is dedicated to promotion and research, to increase profitability 
and perpetuate the sustainable production and uses of Angora goats and their diamond fiber, Mohair. 
 
Because the MCA is concerned with public perception of Angora goats’ ethical treatment, it has 
formulated these standards, hereinafter referred to as American Mohair Assurance (AMA) for Angora 
producers to collectively abide by, to assure the public of ethical mohair production practices. 
 
Angora goats by nature are remarkably sustainable animals. Their primary product, mohair, is 
renewable and does not require the slaughter of, nor does it harm, the goats. In addition, they are a 
very effective form of biological control of various species of invasive brush, which when controlled 
allow for greater aquifer recharge. Angora goats are environmentally easy on the land because of their 
diverse diets. 
 
AMA is a voluntary standard that addresses animal welfare on goat ranches and farms. Its goal is to 
assure consumers that the mohair in the products they use is sourced from growers who care deeply 
for their animals and their land and manage both in a way that production can be sustained for 
generations to come. 
 
Mohair producers, having read these standards, will sign the pledge on the last page, stating that they 
will adhere to these AMA standards. In return, the mohair produced on their ranches will be qualified to 
be sold bearing the AMA seal as provided by the MCA. 
 
The fundamentals of caring for goats are based on the Five Freedoms of Animal Welfare. 
 

Freedom Action 

Freedom from hunger and thirst Ready access to fresh water and a diet to maintain full 
health and vigor 

Freedom from discomfort Providing an appropriate environment including shelter 
and a comfortable resting area 

Freedom from pain, injury, or disease Prevention and/or rapid diagnosis and treatment 

Freedom from fear and distress Ensuring conditions and treatment which avoid mental 
suffering 

Freedom to express normal behavior Providing sufficient space, proper facilities, and 
company of the animal’s own kind 
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The Five Freedoms of Animal Welfare. Source: Adapted from Farm Animal Welfare Council 
(FAWC). Second Report on Priorities for Research and Development in Farm Animal Welfare; 
DERFA: London, UK, 1993. 
 
In addition to the Five Freedoms, one should consider these three key and overlapping 
components of animal welfare related to basic health and functioning, natural living, and 
affective states. 
 
 

 
 
Three Conceptions of Animal Welfare. Source: Adapted from Frasier, D., Weary, D.M., Pajor, 
E.A., and Milligan, B. N. (1997). A Scientific Conception of Animal Welfare that Reflects Ethical 
Concerns. 
 
With these Freedoms and Concepts in mind concerning: 
 
Nutrition 
 

• Goats should have access to adequate nutrition, suited to the animals’ age and needs, 
to maintain normal health and to prevent prolonged hunger or malnutrition. 

 

• The body condition of goats should be monitored as part of the ranch’s management 
system to confirm health of the goats. If evidence is found that indicates animals are 
lacking in nutrition, because of lack of forage or drought, steps should be taken to bring 
their level of nutrition up to a sustainable level. 
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• Feed should be stored according to the manufacturer’s recommendations, or, in the 
case of hay, silage, or other roughage type products, according to commonly accepted 
good management practices. 

 

• Hazardous material should not be stored near feed. Changes in diet should be 
introduced gradually. 

 

• Goats should have an adequate supply of water to meet their nutritional needs. 
 

• Goats should be deprived of feed and water only for reasonable management practices 
(such as shearing, transport, or slaughter). 

 

• Goats held in sheds or yards for management practices (such as shearing) should be 
monitored for signs of distress during time held off feed and water, and remedial action 
taken. 

 

• Special care should be taken when animals in ill health or poor condition need to be 
deprived of food or water. 

 

• In exceptional circumstances (such as extreme weather events), measures should be 
taken to ensure that adequate feed and water are made available to goats. 

 

• An emergency plan should be in place for supplementary feeding or relocation of 
animals to an area with accessible nutritious feed. 

 

• An emergency plan should be in place to maintain access to water in the event of severe 
weather (e.g., drought). 

 
 
Living Environment 
 

• Barns and corrals should be designed, constructed, and maintained to minimize stress 
and the likelihood of injury to the goats during handling. 

 

• Goats housed in barns should have sufficient pen space to provide sufficient freedom of 
movement, floor space to lie in a normal resting posture, and access to a lit area for the 
daylight hours. 

 

• Individual goats should not be kept in isolation for extended periods of time, except for 
health reasons. 

 

• Where goats are housed for kidding, access to natural pasture should be allowed as 
soon as possible. 

 

• All goats should have access to effective shade, shelter, and/or windbreaks (natural or 
man- made), if necessary, to protect them from adverse weather conditions. 

 

• All fencing should be appropriate to contain the goats in the enclosure and be properly 
maintained to prevent escapes. 
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• Stocking rates should be determined based on land type, pasture quality, seasonal 
conditions, class of stock, available feed, and total grazing pressure to allow for 
adequate forage for all animals. 

 
 
Animal Management 
 

• Ranchers should have a management plan for flock health and animal welfare. 
 

• Ranchers should inspect goats regularly and monitor for signs of disease, lameness, 
parasites, or other disorders. 

 

• Animals should be protected from the threat of predators. Ranchers should be up-to-
date with all laws concerning wildlife that might predate on goats. Non-lethal methods of 
control (e.g., frequent human presence, proper fencing, or guardian animals) should be 
utilized before lethal control. 

 

• Small ruminants are very susceptible to predation by Avian, Canine, and Feline 
predators, both domestic and feral. All management techniques such as fencing, use of 
guard animals, and herding should be incorporated into the management schemes to 
protect from the stress, distress, and suffering caused by predation. 

 

• Predator control activities including all legal and ethical methods of predator control, both 
lethal and nonlethal, should be encouraged to promote animal welfare and wellbeing, in 
addition to enhancing production. 

 

• Goats that are found to be suffering from health problems should be treated promptly 
and appropriate pain relief should be provided when necessary. 

 

• Animal husbandry procedures should be performed or supervised by a competent 
stockperson. 

 

• All injections should be administered according to label directions: 
 

o Intramuscular should be administered in the neck. 
o Subcutaneous should be administered using the tented technique. 
o If more than one injection is needed, a minimum of three inches should separate 

injection sites. 
o No more than 5 cc (5 ml) should be given intramuscularly per injection site. 
o Provide proper animal restraint to avoid bending or breaking of needles in animal 

tissue. 
 

• Good hygiene and best management practices should be followed when marking for 
identification. 

 

• Action should be taken promptly to treat lameness, and to resolve any causes of 
lameness.  
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• Castration: 
 

o Kids shall not be castrated until the doe/kid bond has become established. 
o Castration should be performed at the youngest age possible as dictated for that 

ranch’s management system. 
o If delayed castration is used, then a bloodless method is recommended. 
o If castration procedures involve the risk of infection, then a tetanus vaccine 

and/or other antibiotics should be administered per veterinary guidance. 
o For surgical castration of older animals, those with cryptorchidism, or with other 

abnormalities, then analgesics and/or anesthetics should be administered. 
 

• Shearing: 
 

o Pre-shearing planning should consider climatic conditions and ensure that 
mitigation measures are in place in the event of changing conditions. 

o Shearing should be performed by—or under the direct supervision of—a 
competent shearer. 

o Shearing should be performed bi-annually. 
o Shearing equipment should be disinfected before shearing begins on each 

individual’s ranch. 
o The shearing facility should be clean and well-lit, and of the appropriate size for 

the operation. 
o Sufficient labor should be available to ensure proper safety for the animals and 

crew. 
o The owner or a delegate should be present during shearing to oversee the 

operations. 
o All shearing related injuries that require treatment should be treated promptly. 
o All goats should be handled in a humane way and not abused during the 

shearing process. 
o Only dry goats should be shorn. 
o Sick goats should be separated and sheared last. If shearing presents a health 

risk for sick or malnourished goats, shearing should be delayed until the goat is 
in better health. 

o Food and water should be provided post-shearing. 
o Assure that shelter from the elements (natural or man-made) is provided post-

shearing. 
o If sufficient shelter is lacking, a cape (leaving a strip of mohair that has not been 

sheared down the center of the back) is left on the goat. This should be 
considered to add additional protection for the goat. 

 

• Breeding strategies and kidding seasons should be coordinated to address welfare traits 
and be suitable for the type of environment in which the goats are raised. If pasture 
kidding, seasonal climatic conditions should be considered. 

 

• Artificial breeding procedures should be carried out by competent personnel. 
 

• Kidding should be supervised, and timely action taken, while keeping disturbances to a 
minimum. In extensive systems, where animals are unaccustomed to daily supervision, 
breeds or strains suited to easy births and good maternal care should be used. 
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• To increase kid survivability, and avoid possible fleece contamination, kidding should not 
be scheduled when goats are still in full fleece. If kidding in full fleece, goats should be 
monitored more closely. 

 

• Practices and procedures for kid feeding, and provisions for fostering, should be planned 
prior to the start of kidding. 

 

• Care should be taken when introducing bucks to a new group; goats should be 
monitored for signs of aggression. 

 

• Goats should be euthanized without delay if they are experiencing severe pain or illness, 
and do not have a reasonable expectation of improvement. 

 

• When an animal is slaughtered on-farm, it should be done using a method that is quick, 
limits pain, and culturally acceptable for that area. 

 

• Management practices to control parasites should include: 
 

o Where possible, place harvested feed in feeders, not on the ground. If feeding on 
the ground, feed in different areas each time. 

o Grazing management should be utilized to aid in parasite management, allowing 
for treatments to be administered during the most effective stage of the parasite’s 
lifecycle. 

o Fecal exams or anemia scores should be conducted periodically to determine the 
need for treatment. 

o Advice should be sought as needed from a veterinarian or livestock specialist on 
prevention, treatment, and strategies, to avoid the development of dewormer 
resistant parasites. 

o Goats should be monitored for external parasites. If infestations require 
treatment; treating soon after shearing is preferred. 

 

• Poisonous plants should be monitored and controlled if plant populations create 
problems for the goats. 

 

• Horn health should be monitored, and action taken as needed for animal welfare. 
 

• If animal welfare is at risk, arrangements should be made to relocate, sell, or humanely 
euthanize the goats to ensure their welfare is not adversely affected. 

 

• Dead animals should be disposed of in a way to control disease, discourage predation, 
and maintain a positive public image. 

 
 
Handling and Transport 
 

• Handling Guidance: 
 

o Animals should be handled humanely, in such a way as to minimize stress. 
Mistreatment of animals is unacceptable. 
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o When handling goats; goats should be restrained or moved only by the head and 
horns. Catching goats by the hind leg should be limited to special circumstances 
that warrant it, such as shearing. 

o Equipment should be cleaned and maintained in good working order and any 
problems promptly rectified. 

o Extra care should be taken when handling goats with special needs, such as 
young kids, heavily pregnant does, lame goats, and bucks. Heavily pregnant 
does should be handled only when necessary. 

o Audible or visual aids to handling (e.g., rattles or flags) should be used in 
preference to physical contact. 

o Goats moved on foot should not be forced to proceed at a pace that will cause 
exhaustion, heat stress, or injury. 

o Electric prods should be used only in case of emergency to protect the goat from 
self-harm or from harming another goat. 

o Dog handlers should have good command of dogs and be in control when 
working goats. 

o Livestock Guardian animals should be suitable for the environment and the 
expected predator threat. 

 

• Transport Guidance: 
 

o At every stage of transport, animals should be cared for. 
o Goats should be fit for transport, and accommodations made, so that they can be 

transported safely, e.g.: 
 Goats of significantly different sizes and/or ages separated; 
 Animals hostile to one another separated; 
 Tied animals separated from untied animals. 

o The vehicle and its loading and unloading facilities should be designed, 
constructed, and maintained to avoid injury and suffering, and to ensure the 
safety of the animals. 

o Conveyances and containers should ensure adequate ventilation and provide 
protection from adverse weather. 

o Where animals show signs of stress, corrective measures should be taken during 
transport. 

o Animals should be loaded and unloaded in a way that minimizes the risk of pain, 
injury, or distress to the animals. 

o Stocking density should be sufficient to allow animals to adopt a natural posture 
during the journey. 

o All animals should be transported for the shortest time possible. Journeys shall 
be direct, without any prolonged stops. 

 
 
Management, Plans, and Procedures 
 

• Ranchers should comply with all applicable legislation of their country, state, and county 
on animal welfare and land management. 

 

• Herders and workers should be trained and knowledgeable of regulations to reduce 
animal stress and provide proper care. 
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• If unexpected deaths or disease outbreaks occur, remedial and preventive actions 
should be taken. 

 

• Biosecurity measures should be employed at all times to maintain a safe ranch 
environment.  

 

• These may include: 
o Limit visitors entering the premises and be watchful of unusual visitors and 

activity. 
o Require visitors and associates to wash and disinfect footwear before entering 

the premises. 
o Isolate new goats from resident animals for a minimum of two (2) weeks. 
o Minimize goat handling and processing stress. 
o Regularly monitor goats for signs of illness. 
o Necropsy animals for any unexplained deaths. 
o Reduce contact with wildlife that may spread disease. 
o Keep feed storage areas free from contamination. 
o Remove dead animals promptly and dispose of their carcasses properly. 
o Regularly administer dewormer medication to working and guardian dogs. 
o Maintain a clean water supply. 

 

• When new animals are introduced to a ranch, it may be advisable to quarantine them to 
reduce the chance of the introduction of any new disease to the resident goat herd 
ranch. 

 

• Ranchers should be knowledgeable on current and best practices regarding animal 
welfare and land management in goat production. 

 

• Workers should have access to this MCA-AMA program and be made aware of the 
relevant requirements. 
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AMA CERTIFICATION PLEDGE 
 
 
 

I _____________________________________, the owner of Angora goats on the 

 _____________________________________ ranch have read and agree to raise and 

care for my Angora goats according to the criteria set out in the Mohair Council of 

America’s, American Mohair Assurance (AMA) program. 

 

Address:  

Phone: 

Email:  

Preferred warehouse(s), if any: 

City & State of Production: 

 
 
 

 
   Signature           Date 
  
  
 
THIS COMMITMENT IS GOOD AND VALID FOR ONE (1) YEAR FROM THE ABOVE 
DATE. 
 
THIS SIGNED COMMITMENT MUST BE DELIVERED TO THE MOHAIR COUNCIL OF 
AMERICA’S OFFICE LOCATED AT 233 W. TWOHIG SAN ANGELO, TEXAS 76903, 
IN ORDER FOR THE PRODUCER’S MOHAIR TO BE SHIPPED BEARING THE 
CERTIFICATION SYMBOL. 


