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Lead Me to Calvary, Text: Jennie Evelyn Hussey; Public Domain

STATIONS  
OF THE CROSS:  
AN INVITATION TO WALK WITH CHRIST
Opening Meditation
Let us walk prayerfully into these moments of meditation, watching and waiting with 
Christ through the darkness of his death and burial so that together we can share in 
the joy of his resurrection.  

Silence for Personal Reflection  

Prayer
Almighty God, whose most dear Son went not up to joy but first he suffered pain, 
and entered not into glory before he was crucified:

Mercifully grant that we, walking in the way of the cross, may find it none other 
than the way of life and peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Book of Common Prayer

Lead Me to Calvary (Hymn)

King of my life I crown Thee now, 
Thine shall the glory be; 
Lest I forget Thy thorn-crowned brow,  
Lead me to Calvary.

Refrain: 
Lest I forget Gethsemane; 
Lest I forget Thine agony, 
Lest I forget Thy love for me, 
Lead me to Calvary.

Show me the tomb where Thou  
 wast laid, 
Tenderly mourned and wept; 
Angels in robes of light arrayed 
Guarded Thee while Thou slept. 
(Refrain)

Let me, like Mary, through the gloom, 
Come with a gift to Thee; 

Show to me now the empty tomb, 
Lead me to Calvary. 
(Refrain)

May I be willing, Lord, to bear  
Daily my cross for Thee; 
Even Thy cup of grief to share,  
Thou hast borne all for me. 
(Refrain)

KEEPING  
 VIGIL
A custom of our Christian tradition is to keep vigil 
with Christ at different times and in different ways 
during Holy Week. One of the places from which we 
draw this custom is Jesus’ request to his disciples 
to keep watch while he prayed and agonized in the 
Garden of Gethsemane.  We also know that there 
were those few—including Mary Magdalene, Jesus’ 
mother Mary, and the apostle John—who stayed near 
the cross and kept watch as Jesus suffered and died. 
Despite the horror of what was taking place, those 
most intimate with Jesus stayed with him to the end.      

Walking and praying through the stations of the cross 
is one way we can keep vigil with Christ during these 
holy days. Traditionally, there are fourteen Stations of 
the Cross—most of them taken directly from Scrip-
ture, along with a few that have been passed down in 
Christian tradition. In this meditation (which can also 
be used as a worship service), all fourteen stations 
are included so that, as much as possible, we can 
experience Christ’s road to the cross as the long and 
arduous journey that it was. 

At each station there is a scripture reading and prayer 
of response, followed by several moments of silence 
so you can listen to what Christ might have to say to 
you at that station. If you are praying alone, you can 
simply pray, “Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer” 
after the silence and before moving onto the next 
station. If you are praying as a group, different ones 
can read the Scriptures out loud. Then you can pray 
the prayers together with a designated reader reading 
the first part aloud and the rest of the group joining 
to read the bolded portion. Then after the silence the 
reader can say, “Lord, in your mercy,” and everyone 
says the bolded response together: “Hear our prayer.”  
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Matthew 27:15-24 (NRSV)

15 Now at the festival the governor was 
accustomed to release a prisoner for the 
crowd, anyone whom they wanted. 16 At 
that time they had a notorious prisoner, 
called Jesus Barabbas. 17 So after they 
had gathered, Pilate said to them, “Whom 
do you want me to release for you, Jesus 
Barabbas or Jesus who is called the 
Messiah?” 18 For he realized that it was out 
of jealousy that they had handed him over. 
19 While he was sitting on the judgment 
seat, his wife sent word to him, “Have 
nothing to do with that innocent man, for 
today I have suffered a great deal because of 
a dream about him.” 20 Now the chief priests 
and the elders persuaded the crowds to ask 

for Barabbas and to have Jesus killed. 21 
The governor again said to them, “Which 
of the two do you want me to release for 
you?” And they said, “Barabbas.” 22 Pilate 
said to them, “Then what should I do with 
Jesus who is called the Messiah?” All of 
them said, “Let him be crucified!” 23 Then 
he asked, “Why, what evil has he done?” 
But they shouted all the more, “Let him 
be crucified!” 24 So when Pilate saw that 
he could do nothing, but rather that a riot 
was beginning, he took some water and 
washed his hands before the crowd, saying, 
“I am innocent of this man’s blood; see to it 
yourselves.”

Jesus is condemned  
to death  
(Matthew 27:15-24)

Lord Jesus Christ, our Teacher on the Way, we are all 
condemned to death. Sometimes we bring death on 
ourselves; sometimes it is at the hands of others.  Al-
ways, death is an inevitability of the human situation. 
Even though we try to avoid it, the Paschal rhythm 
of death, burial, and resurrection teaches us that 
the only path to new life leads through the dark and 
narrow passageway of death. Lord Jesus Christ, our 
friend and brother, you faced your accusers with quiet 
dignity.  You walked into your death with honesty and 
grace. Show me those places in my own life where I 
must die to self in order to be born to new life.

As we walk this way together, teach me how to meet 
my own deaths—large and small—with  
courage and grace.    

SILENCE

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. © ©
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Luke 23:27-31 (NRSV) 
27 A great number of the people followed him, and among them 
were women who were beating their breasts and wailing for him. 
28 But Jesus turned to them and said, “Daughters of Jerusalem, do 
not weep for me, but weep for yourselves and for your children. 29 
For the days are surely coming when they will say, ‘Blessed are the 
barren, and the wombs that never bore, and the breasts that never 
nursed.’ 30 Then they will begin to say to the mountains, ‘Fall 
on us’; and to the hills, ‘Cover us.’ 31 For if they do this when the 
wood is green, what will happen when it is dry?”

Jesus Speaks to the 
Women of Jerusalem      
(Luke 23:27-31)

Lord Jesus Christ, our Teacher on the Way, teach us 
how to grieve. We do not know how to grieve and 
what to grieve for. Like the women of Jerusalem, our 
grieving is full of melodrama, and it usually misses 
the point. True grief, the kind that comes from seeing 
and grasping our true situation, is so deep it can 
hardly be spoken. It can only be endured. Lord Jesus 
Christ, our brother and our friend, our journey with 
you must be one of true sorrow and true conversion.

As we walk this path together, lead me beyond  
the melodrama of public weeping and wailing into 
that godly grief that leads to true repentance. Let 
me know the comfort promised to those who truly 
mourn.      

SILENCE

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
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