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Humility Required
Believers must be careful to honor God in all things.

DANIEL 4:28-37
Pride is such an ugly word. We may even characterize ourselves as 
self-confident to avoid thinking of ourselves as prideful. Many of 
us live life as though we are the ones in control of what happens. 
Eventually, something will happen in life that causes us to wonder if 
we are really in charge. It is in those moments that we discover who 
God is and what our role is in His creation—if we look. 

What images come to mind when you hear the word pride?  
What makes being called prideful hard to swallow? 
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UNDERSTAND THE CONTEXT
DANIEL 4:1–5:31
When Nebuchadnezzar had a second dream, he summoned his wise 
men to tell him about it. As with the first dream in chapter 2, they 
failed. Thus, the king asked Daniel to explain his dream. 

Nebuchadnezzar’s dream was about a tree. The tree was tall, and 
it flourished. All the creatures of the field ate from it. Then, “a holy 
one” came from heaven to have the tree cut down, leaving a stump 
(Dan. 4:4-18).

Daniel explained that Nebuchadnezzar was the stump, signifying 
he would lose his mind and live as an animal for seven years. He 
would not be restored until he acknowledged the Lord as Most High. 
At the end of a year, the dream came to a realization. After seven 
years, Nebuchadnezzar came to his senses and acknowledged that 
God “the Most High is ruler over human kingdoms” (4:17). The Lord 
then restored him (4:34-37).

In 539 BC, twenty-three years after Nebuchadnezzar’s death. 
Belshazzar ruled Babylon. On a particular night, he held a great feast 
for his nobles. During the banquet, he ordered that the goblets that 
Nebuchadnezzar had taken from Jerusalem be used to serve wine. 
While they were drinking wine, a mysterious hand appeared and 
wrote a strange message. Belshazzar became extremely frightened. He 
summoned his wise men; however, they were not able to interpret the 
message. The queen reminded Belshazzar of Daniel (5:1-12). 

Before Daniel revealed the message, he reminded Belshazzar of 
Nebuchadnezzar’s arrogance. In addition, he retold Nebuchadnezzar’s 
experience. Then Daniel informed the king that the message was a 
gloomy warning. As king, he had been weighed like a coin on a scale 
and was found deficient. As a result, his kingdom was to be taken 
from him, which happened that very night (5:13-31).

As you read Daniel 4:28-37, notice the contrast. How would you describe 
the difference in Nebuchadnezzar’s perspective before and after? 
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EXPLORE THE TEXT
PRIDE DECLARED (DAN . 4:28-30)
28 All this happened to King Nebuchadnezzar. 29 At the end of twelve 
months, as he was walking on the roof of the royal palace in Babylon, 
30 the king exclaimed, “Is this not Babylon the Great that I have built 
to be a royal residence by my vast power and for my majestic glory?”

VERSES 28-30

King Nebuchadnezzar was a great king but an extremely arrogant 
person. Even after seeing God’s power revealed in the fiery 
furnace, Nebuchadnezzar did not change. The judgment God was 
about to declare occurred at the end of twelve months, following 
Nebuchadnezzar’s dream and Daniel’s interpretation in the previous 
verses. God had given Nebuchadnezzar time to repent but would not 
allow pride in the king’s heart to continue.

This happened as Nebuchadnezzar was walking on the roof of the 
royal palace in Babylon. Nebuchadnezzar had built a magnificent 
palace adorned and surrounded by canals, gardens, walkways, and 
more. The palace roof provided the king a great vantage point to see 
the expansive territory of his realm.

BIBLE SKILL:   Use a Bible atlas and Bible dictionary to locate and 
learn about places mentioned in Scripture. 

Find Babylon and the Babylonian Empire in a Bible atlas. Then use 
a Bible dictionary to learn more about Nebuchadnezzar and the 
Babylonian Empire. How does the information you found help you to 
better understand the events of Daniel 4?
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Nebuchadnezzar attributed Babylon’s greatness to his own vast 
power. Further, the king suggested that the purpose for Babylon’s 
greatness was for his own majestic glory. 

Both the Old and New Testaments remind us that our boasting 
should be in God, not in ourselves (Jer. 9:23-24; 1 Cor. 1:31). We dare 
not take the credit for what God has done.

How can a person avoid the trappings of his or her own success? Does a 
person have to be successful to fall into the trappings of pride? Explain.  

REALITY DEFINED (DAN . 4:31-33)
31 While the words were still in the king’s mouth, a voice came 
from heaven: “King Nebuchadnezzar, to you it is declared that the 
kingdom has departed from you. 32 You will be driven away from 
people to live with the wild animals, and you will feed on grass like 
cattle for seven periods of time, until you acknowledge that the Most 
High is ruler over human kingdoms, and he gives them to anyone he 
wants.” 33 At that moment the message against Nebuchadnezzar was 
fulfilled. He was driven away from people. He ate grass like cattle, 

DID YOU KNOW?

Nebuchadnezzar’s many building projects included the Ishtar Gate 
and the Processional Way that led from his palace area to the Esagila 
Temple. The brick gate, uncovered by German excavators in 1902, 
measured 60 feet high and had raised reliefs of bulls and dragons 
molded in the bricks, which were decorated with lapis lazuli and gold. 
The Processional Way was lined with walls 55 feet high, and decorated 
with reliefs of lions, bulls, dragons, and flowers. Everything about the 
Ishtar Gate and Processional Way was intended to show the wealth and 
power of the king of Babylon. 
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and his body was drenched with dew from the sky, until his hair 
grew like eagles’ feathers and his nails like birds’ claws.

VERSES 31-32 

Nebuchadnezzar failed to recognize God as his Sovereign. He gloated 
over Babylon, and as soon as the king spoke the words recorded in 
verse 30—while the words were still in the king’s mouth—God 
declared the kingdom would depart from him. Nebuchadnezzar 
would begin to act illogically and become as an animal. For the next 
seven years, he would feed on grass like cattle. A man who attempted 
to make the Jewish exiles eat from his table (Dan. 1:5) was compelled 
to eat from the field. A man who forced exiles to conform to his way 
of life was driven out of his land and made to adapt to the ways of the 
animal kingdom. Nebuchadnezzar, who thought himself superior to 
all mankind, became less than human. He was pushed away from his 
own kingdom, not by man, but by the Lord God. 

God told the king there was a way of redemption. It was not until 
Nebuchadnezzar acknowledged God as the ruler over all nations that 
he would experience peace. The king had previously recognized that 
God was over other gods (Dan. 3:29). However, Nebuchadnezzar had 
missed the point of the fiery furnace. God is in control of His creation, 
including the rise and fall of human kingdoms.

How is God’s grace seen in the disciplining of Nebuchadnezzar?  

VERSE 33 

The words at that moment stress the immediacy of God’s judgment. The 
message against Nebuchadnezzar was fulfilled in every detail. The king 
was driven away from people and no longer lived in the palace. Rather, 
he became a virtual member of the animal kingdom. Further, the king 
ate grass like cattle. Interpreters have compared Nebuchadnezzar’s 
affliction with various mental disorders. But whatever the nature of 
Nebuchadnezzar’s affliction, it came directly from God. 

Nebuchadnezzar’s body was drenched with dew from the sky. This 
was because the king slept on the ground at night. He no longer enjoyed 

Nebuchadnezzar attributed Babylon’s greatness to his own vast 
power. Further, the king suggested that the purpose for Babylon’s 
greatness was for his own majestic glory. 

Both the Old and New Testaments remind us that our boasting 
should be in God, not in ourselves (Jer. 9:23-24; 1 Cor. 1:31). We dare 
not take the credit for what God has done.

How can a person avoid the trappings of his or her own success? Does a 
person have to be successful to fall into the trappings of pride? Explain.  

REALITY DEFINED (DAN . 4:31-33)
31 While the words were still in the king’s mouth, a voice came 
from heaven: “King Nebuchadnezzar, to you it is declared that the 
kingdom has departed from you. 32 You will be driven away from 
people to live with the wild animals, and you will feed on grass like 
cattle for seven periods of time, until you acknowledge that the Most 
High is ruler over human kingdoms, and he gives them to anyone he 
wants.” 33 At that moment the message against Nebuchadnezzar was 
fulfilled. He was driven away from people. He ate grass like cattle, 

DID YOU KNOW?

Nebuchadnezzar’s many building projects included the Ishtar Gate 
and the Processional Way that led from his palace area to the Esagila 
Temple. The brick gate, uncovered by German excavators in 1902, 
measured 60 feet high and had raised reliefs of bulls and dragons 
molded in the bricks, which were decorated with lapis lazuli and gold. 
The Processional Way was lined with walls 55 feet high, and decorated 
with reliefs of lions, bulls, dragons, and flowers. Everything about the 
Ishtar Gate and Processional Way was intended to show the wealth and 
power of the king of Babylon. 
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the luxury of Babylon’s palace but made his bed where he could outside. 
His hair grew like eagles’ feathers. Interpreters do not agree on what 
this means. Perhaps this describes the matting of Nebuchadnezzar’s 
hair that resembled feathers. As such, he looked more like an animal 
than a human. Also, his nails grew long like birds’ claws. 

To the extent the king had any idea of what was happening to him, 
the experience must have been terrifying. God had taken him from the 
splendor of Babylon’s palace to a humble place among the animals. God 
earlier had exalted Nebuchadnezzar, and now God had humbled him.

Perhaps there is a correlation here to Genesis 3. In their arrogance, 
Adam and Eve disregarded the Lord’s command not to eat from 
the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. They listened to the 
tempter, who told them they would “be like God” (Gen. 3:5). They 
acted as though they were God. They behaved disobediently and 
arrogantly toward the Lord, eating from the tree. Therefore, God 
cast them out of the garden of Eden (Gen. 3:23-24). Nebuchadnezzar 
apparently thought of himself as a god. He had told Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abednego there was no god that could rescue them 
from his power (Dan. 3:15). Nebuchadnezzar cast men out of society 
into a fiery furnace for their rebellion against him; and God tossed 
Nebuchadnezzar from society for his insurgence against Him.

How does what happened to Nebuchadnezzar remind us of our plight 
apart from God and His grace? 

HONOR GIVEN (DAN . 4:34-37)
34 But at the end of those days, I, Nebuchadnezzar, looked up to 
heaven, and my sanity returned to me. Then I praised the Most 
High and honored and glorified him who lives forever: For his 
dominion is an everlasting dominion, and his kingdom is from 
generation to generation. 35 All the inhabitants of the earth are 
counted as nothing, and he does what he wants with the army of 
heaven and the inhabitants of the earth. There is no one who can 
block his hand or say to him, “What have you done?” 36 At that 
time my sanity returned to me, and my majesty and splendor 
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returned to me for the glory of my kingdom. My advisers and 
my nobles sought me out, I was reestablished over my kingdom, 
and even more greatness came to me. 37 Now I, Nebuchadnezzar, 
praise, exalt, and glorify the King of the heavens, because all his 
works are true and his ways are just. He is able to humble those 
who walk in pride.

VERSES 34-35

At the end of seven years, Nebuchadnezzar looked to the heavens, 
and his sanity was returned to him. His restoration came because he 
acknowledged God’s glory and gave God the honor in praise. 

The king now recognized his place. Looking up to heaven likely 
indicated his recognition of God’s sovereignty. As his first course of 
action upon restoration, the king praised the Most High. He now 
honored and glorified him who lives forever. Before God humbled 
Nebuchadnezzar, the king thought of himself as worthy of such glory 
and honor. Now he recognized that glory belonged only to the Lord. 

The Lord would rule the universe long after Nebuchadnezzar 
ceased ruling the Babylonian empire. The king offered two statements 
to reaffirm this fact. First, he said of the Lord: his dominion is an 
everlasting dominion. Nebuchadnezzar’s dominion was temporary; 
God’s was everlasting. Second, Nebuchadnezzar affirmed God’s 
kingdom is from generation to generation. A long-reigning king 
might live to rule two generations or possibly three, but God Almighty 
ruled every generation. No one could compare with the vastness of 
God’s power, and no one could compare with the length of His reign. 

The king recognized his smallness in comparison to God’s 
greatness. Furthermore, the king affirmed that God does what he 
wants. There was a time when Nebuchadnezzar did as he pleased, 
but God’s power extended to both the army of heaven and the 
inhabitants of the earth. That is, God ruled the universe, not merely a 
kingdom on planet earth. 

When Nebuchadnezzar declared of God, there is no one who can 
block his hand, he spoke from personal experience. He thought he 
had limitless power, but God humbled him. No one dared challenge 
the Lord by asking Him, what have you done? God could do as He 
pleased. Babylon’s king had learned this lesson the hard way. 
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Why does it sometimes take a humbling experience for a person to 
recognize God and to offer Him the honor and praise He is due? 

VERSES 36-37

We do not know exactly how Nebuchadnezzar reclaimed his throne. 
Perhaps his son had ruled in his place during these seven years. 
Nebuchadnezzar’s affirmation—my advisers and my nobles sought 
me out—indicates they recognized he was ready to rule again. He 
further affirmed: I was reestablished over my kingdom. When he 
again took the throne, he testified: even more greatness came to 
me. This new phase of Nebuchadnezzar’s reign would feature a new 
perspective. He recognized God’s role in making him who he was, 
confessing God as the King of the heavens—the one true God, who is 
able to humble those who walk in pride.

This is the third encounter Nebuchadnezzar had with Israel’s God. In 
chapter 2, he bowed before the God of Daniel when Daniel interpreted 
the king’s dream (2:46-47). In chapter 3, Nebuchadnezzar praised 
the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego when God rescued the 
three men from a fiery furnace (3:28). Now in Daniel 4, God further 
humbled Nebuchadnezzar and taught him the meaning of humility. 
God provided a powerful witness to His greatness, and Nebuchadnezzar 
gained a new perspective of all that God had given him.

How does honoring and praising God help keep a proper perspective in life?  

KE Y DOCTRINE:  God’s Purpose of Grace

Election is the glorious display of God’s sovereign goodness, and 
is infinitely wise, holy, and unchangeable. It excludes boasting and 
promotes humility. (See Eph. 2:8-9.)
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APPLY THE TEXT
• People must be aware of their potential prideful declarations. 
• God is in control of His creation, including the rise and fall 

of nations.
• God is worthy of honor and praise.

Examine your life for sources of pride. What actions do you need to take 
to keep those sources in check? 

List practical ways of demonstrating that God is in control of His creation. 
Which of these actions can you carry out in the next week? 

Share with the group lessons you have learned from situations that 
humbled you. How have these experiences moved you to offer praise and 
honor to God?

 

PRAYER NEEDS
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