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Enduring
Christ enables believers to persevere with faithfulness.

2 THESSALONIANS 1:3-12 
We admire people who seem to keep on going no matter what. 
We celebrate athletes who finish a race after falling or being injured. 
We model business people who survive setbacks only to come 
back stronger. Perseverance usually pays off in any context. In the 
spiritual realm, perseverance changes everything. The church at 
Thessalonica was struggling, and Paul provided them some much-
needed encouragement. When they were tempted to give up, Paul 
admonished them to stay the course.

When have you felt like giving up? What kept you moving forward?
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UNDERSTAND THE CONTEXT
2 THESSALONIANS 1:1-12
Paul wrote Second Thessalonians shortly after he wrote his first 
Letter to the Thessalonians. He wanted to communicate three 
distinct messages to them. The focus of chapter one centers on Paul’s 
encouraging the church to stand firm during persecution. This theme 
was also found in his first letter.

Chapter two focuses on the end times. False teachers had entered 
the fellowship and were teaching a false narrative as it related to the 
return of Christ and related events. They had gone so far as to forge 
a letter indicating it was from Paul. He countered this by reminding 
the church what they had been previously taught.

The focus of chapter three is the importance of not living an idle 
life. Because some within the church believed Christ was returning 
soon, they stopped working. Paul offered up himself, Silas, and 
Timothy as examples of being about the Lord’s work as opposed to 
idleness. He used this as an opportunity to teach the congregation 
what laboring for the Lord looks like.

The circumstances that Paul addressed in this letter need to 
be addressed today as well. Some who are going through tough 
situations are on the verge of giving up. They can be encouraged to 
finish well. Some in the church today have bought into teaching 
that might sound good but is not biblical. Let those in this group 
return to God’s Word. Some within the church are living idle lives. 
Followers of Christ are called to set the example, and one way we 
can do this is by being hard workers in whatever it is we do. 

Read 2 Thessalonians 1:3-12 and underline words and phrases that 
highlight the need for perseverance. How does perseverance lead to the 
rewards listed by Paul? 
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EXPLORE THE TEXT
THANKFUL (2 THESS . 1:3-4)
3 We ought to thank God always for you, brothers and sisters, 
and rightly so, since your faith is flourishing and the love each 
one of you has for one another is increasing. 4 Therefore, we 
ourselves boast about you among God’s churches — about your 
perseverance and faith in all the persecutions and afflictions that 
you are enduring.

VERSE 3

Being thankful or expressing gratitude is easier to do when 
everything is going the way we had planned. But it gets more difficult 
when nothing is going as planned. Paul desired to be with the 
church at Thessalonica, yet circumstances forced him to leave them 
(1 Thess. 2:17). Still, he was thankful. Paul went so far as to say that 
he, Silas, and Timothy had an obligation to thank God for the church.

Paul’s gratitude for the church was not contingent on 
circumstances. He clearly stated that he ought to thank God always. 
When someone chooses to focus on his or her circumstances, 
gratitude is contingent on good circumstances. If, however, one’s 
focus is on God, then gratitude can be expressed always.

Paul was specific in thanking God for the church’s faith. Their 
faith was not stagnate but was flourishing. It was growing even 
during difficult times. 

The apostle also thanked God for the growing love the church 
members had for one another. The word Paul used for love suggests 
self-sacrifice. Their love for one another exceeded kindness. It was the 
kind of love that put others first. Paul could not help but thank God 
for what He was doing in and through the church at Thessalonica.

How does a flourishing faith and sacrificial love work together? 

93Se ssion 10 :  Endur ing

© 2021 Lifeway Christian Resources



VERSE 4

Paul’s gratitude led him to boast to other churches of God’s work 
in Thessalonica. The word boast means to speak proudly of another 
concerning specific accomplishments. At first glance, one might think 
this is not a good thing. (See Jas. 4:6; 1 Pet. 5:5). The object of Paul’s 
boasting, however, was not the people themselves but rather what 
God was doing in and through the church family.

Paul boasted about the church’s perseverance. To persevere 
means to stand up under adverse conditions and to remain steadfast 
during difficult times. The church at Thessalonica was experiencing 
persecutions and afflictions. Yet they were persevering. Paul also 
boasted in their faith. They believed God would sustain them through 
the difficult times. 

What characteristics might make a group of believers worthy of being 
models for another believer to follow? 

BIBLE SKILL:  Use a Bible dictionary to gain insight.

Read an article on perseverance in a Bible dictionary. Make note of 
the Bible passages referenced in the article, selecting some to review. 
Write a summary of what you discovered about perseverance based 
on the article and passages you reviewed. How are perseverance 
and suffering intertwined? What role does perseverance play in 
God’s purposes? 
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AVENGED (2 THESS . 1:5-10)
5 It is clear evidence of God’s righteous judgment that you will be 
counted worthy of God’s kingdom, for which you also are suffering, 
6 since it is just for God to repay with affliction those who afflict 
you 7 and to give relief to you who are afflicted, along with us. 
This will take place at the revelation of the Lord Jesus from 
heaven with his powerful angels, 8 when he takes vengeance with 
flaming fire on those who don’t know God and on those who don’t 
obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. 9 They will pay the penalty of 
eternal destruction from the Lord’s presence and from his glorious 
strength 10 on that day when he comes to be glorified by his saints 
and to be marveled at by all those who have believed, because our 
testimony among you was believed.

VERSES 5-6

We are able to stay the course and persevere with faithfulness when 
we know our suffering is not in vain. Paul assured the church at 
Thessalonica of this truth in two ways. The first was that God’s 
judgment is righteous. Paul’s account in both of his letters provides 
testimony to the persecution in Thessalonica (1 Thess. 2:14-15; 
2 Thess. 1:5-7). This persecution, however, did not change the fact 
that God is righteous. He is never wrong or late in His judgment. 
Furthermore, the fact that God is righteous in His judgment gives 
indication that He is aware of what is taking place.

The second assurance was that God’s church will be counted 
worthy of His kingdom. Suffering does not guarantee one’s salvation, 
but it provides evidence of salvation. If someone is willing to 
experience hardship for the kingdom, the righteous Judge is aware 
and will count that person worthy. Paul wrote this in such a manner 
as to indicate a statement of fact. He was not speculating if this was 
true; he knew it was.

KE Y DOCTRINE:  God’s Purpose of Grace

All true believers endure to the end. (See 2 Tim. 1:12; 1 Pet. 1:3-5.)

VERSE 4

Paul’s gratitude led him to boast to other churches of God’s work 
in Thessalonica. The word boast means to speak proudly of another 
concerning specific accomplishments. At first glance, one might think 
this is not a good thing. (See Jas. 4:6; 1 Pet. 5:5). The object of Paul’s 
boasting, however, was not the people themselves but rather what 
God was doing in and through the church family.

Paul boasted about the church’s perseverance. To persevere 
means to stand up under adverse conditions and to remain steadfast 
during difficult times. The church at Thessalonica was experiencing 
persecutions and afflictions. Yet they were persevering. Paul also 
boasted in their faith. They believed God would sustain them through 
the difficult times. 

What characteristics might make a group of believers worthy of being 
models for another believer to follow? 

BIBLE SKILL:  Use a Bible dictionary to gain insight.

Read an article on perseverance in a Bible dictionary. Make note of 
the Bible passages referenced in the article, selecting some to review. 
Write a summary of what you discovered about perseverance based 
on the article and passages you reviewed. How are perseverance 
and suffering intertwined? What role does perseverance play in 
God’s purposes? 
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How does persecution show evidence of a true faith? Is this always  
the case? Explain. 

VERSES 7-8

God’s power was on display in that He would give relief to those who are 
afflicted. His power was also on display in that He would take vengeance 
on those who don’t know God and on those who don’t obey the gospel of 
our Lord Jesus. Paul taught this truth in Romans: “Vengeance belongs to 
me; I will repay” (Rom. 12:19). God is all-powerful and was fully aware of 
what was taking place at Thessalonica. He is also fully aware of what is 
taking place in the life of His church today.

The verbs know and obey communicate not a one-time action but 
a continual lifestyle. These individuals have no relationship with God 
because they reject what He has revealed to them. They live according 
to their own standards of right and wrong.

The promised return of Jesus should 
call the church to be patient and to 

trust in God’s perfect timing.
Both displays of power in providing justice and relief will take 

place at the revelation of the Lord Jesus. The promised return of 
Jesus should call the church to be patient and to trust in God’s 
perfect timing. God’s justice and relief will be on display for all to see, 
but it will be in His timing.

How is the promise of the tables being turned on the ones delivering 
persecution at Jesus’s return a source of strength for believers? 

VERSES 9-10

When Christ returns, God’s justice will be shown to those who do not 
know Him. Paul told the church at Thessalonica that those apart from 
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God will pay an eternal penalty. God’s Word is clear in that it will 
be an eternal state of destruction in which people experience God’s 
wrath. The word destruction indicates an ongoing state of ruin. 

When Christ returns, He will be glorified by his saints and 
marveled at by all those who have believed. These two verbs indicate 
an ongoing state of celebration and wonder toward the One who so 
richly deserves it. Paul presented this picture to assure the saints at 
Thessalonica that their suffering was not in vain. 

What do God’s actions reveal about His character and response to 
suffering and affliction?

WORTHY (2 THESS . 1:11-12)
11 In view of this, we always pray for you that our God will make 
you worthy of his calling, and by his power fulfill your every desire 
to do good and your work produced by faith, 12 so that the name of 
our Lord Jesus will be glorified by you, and you by him, according 
to the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ.

VERSE 11

We can see Paul’s love for the church in his prayer for them. He 
told them, we always pray for you. The three missionaries prayed 
for specific things. They wanted the church to know that they were 
worthy of the calling God had placed upon them. This does not imply 
they could earn salvation or a better standing with God through 
their actions. Their salvation was secure through the finished work 
of Christ. Instead, it reminded them of their responsibility to provide 
evidence of their relationship with Christ. 

Paul also asked that the Father’s power would equip them to 
fulfill their every desire to do good and lead them deeper into work 
produced by faith. Spiritual attributes like perseverance, maturity, 
and faithfulness aren’t simply internal developments. They require 
external demonstrations. It requires complete dependence on God’s 
strength working in us.
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What steps can you take to live a life “worthy” of God’s calling?

VERSE 12

When we experience persecution or trials, we often question why. 
We may focus on the painful circumstances as opposed to the 
goodness of God. We might even question why God would allow our 
circumstances to become so difficult. Paul did not want the church 
at Thessalonica to wonder why God was allowing something so 
challenging to take place; he wanted them to clearly know why.

Paul prayed that the church would glorify the name of Jesus 
even during the struggle. He wanted this church to lift up the name 
of Christ above their circumstances. When we are going through 
difficult circumstances, we can easily focus on ourselves. We convince 
ourselves that no one else has ever had it so bad and we deserve any 
attention we might be getting. Paul knew better and prayed that the 
Thessalonians would use this opportunity to put the focus on Christ 
who is worthy.

Paul reminded his readers that honor was a two-way street. The 
Thessalonians glorified Jesus by enhancing His reputation and by 
providing an accurate reflection of Him to the world. By honoring 
Him, they also would be honored by Him one day. Paul meant they 
would be glorified when Jesus returns to gather His people.

Finally, Paul prayed that they would experience the grace of God 
found only in Christ. Just as salvation and sanctification depend 
on His grace, our final state—becoming like Jesus—also depends 
completely on Him. We cannot earn it or work for it. Through His 
unmerited favor, we will be like Him (1 John 3:1-3).

How does a believer’s perseverance during persecution serve as a 
vehicle for honoring God? 
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APPLY THE TEXT
• We can thank God for the example set by faithful believers.
• True justice will be established at the return of Jesus. 
• Bringing honor to Jesus should be the goal of all believers. 

Discuss as a group the role your Bible study group plays in encouraging 
a growing faith and love for one another both within and outside of the 
church. What role do you play in helping your group fulfill this role?

Who do you know who is apart from Christ? Take time to pray for that 
person daily and ask God to give you an opportunity to share the gospel 
with that person.

Paul prayed that the church might glorify the name of Christ. What one or 
two things can you do this week to lift high the name of Jesus?

PRAYER NEEDS
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