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Demonstrate Allegiance
Believers must stand for God regardless of the potential costs.

DANIEL 3:14-26 
Many students in the United States begin their school days by reciting 
the Pledge of Allegiance. Some states may also include a pledge of 
allegiance to their state flag as well. People declare their allegiance 
to many things—their jobs, families, or their favorite sports teams. 
However, God’s call to His children to demonstrate ultimate 
allegiance to Him far surpasses any other commitments we have.

In what ways do people show allegiance to a particular person or cause? 
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UNDERSTAND THE CONTEXT
DANIEL 2:1–3:30
In the second year of Nebuchadnezzar’s reign, he had a dream. This 
dream troubled him so much that he lost sleep over it (Dan. 2:1). So 
he summoned his wise men and diviners to tell him what his dream 
meant. Emphasizing the seriousness of the matter, the king told 
his advisors that if they were able to interpret his dream, he would 
handsomely reward them. He also let them know that if they could 
not perform their task, they would all be put to death (2:5). This 
obviously created a great disturbance for the wise men, since they 
were unable to provide an interpretation. Thus they delayed in their 
response, which further angered the king.

Realizing that the wise men could not meet his demands, the 
king ordered they be put to death (2:12). Daniel and his friends were 
included on the list of those to be executed (2:13). When they learned 
of this, they prayed to the Lord for wisdom and understanding. 
During the night, the Lord revealed Nebuchadnezzar’s dream to 
Daniel and provided him with the interpretation of the dream (2:19). 
As he went before the king, Daniel told the king that God had allowed 
him to know the dream and the interpretation (2:30).

Daniel told Nebuchadnezzar the meaning of his dream. In the 
dream was a great statue. This statue was divided into various parts. 
The first part was a head made of gold. The second section was the 
chest and arms made of silver. The third portion was its belly and 
thighs, formed of bronze. The fourth segment was legs and feet made 
of iron and clay. Then a rock broke from a mountain and crushed the 
statue (2:31-45). Daniel informed the king that the various sections 
represented the various kingdoms of the world. Each of these kingdoms 
would succumb to the next. In the end, God would overthrow the 
course of history with His own kingdom that no man would be able to 
stand against. God’s kingdom would endure forever (2:44). 

Nebuchadnezzar made Daniel and his friends prominent within 
the Babylonian kingdom, making Daniel “ruler over the entire 
province of Babylon and chief governor over all the wise men of 
Babylon” (2:48). Daniel requested that the king appoint Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abednego to manage the province of Babylon (2:49).
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Sometime later, Nebuchadnezzar made a statue representing 
his dream and declared that when music was played everyone 
must stop and bow down to worship the image. If anyone was 
found not following the decree, that person would be thrown into a 
fiery furnace. 

As you read Daniel 3:14-26, note statements of confidence in God.  
How does a person’s faith find expression in loyalty? 

EXPLORE THE TEXT
ALLEGIANCE DECLARED (DAN . 3:14-18)
14 Nebuchadnezzar asked them, “Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, 
is it true that you don’t serve my gods or worship the gold statue I 
have set up? 15 Now if you’re ready, when you hear the sound of the 
horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp, drum, and every kind of music, fall 
down and worship the statue I made. But if you don’t worship it, 
you will immediately be thrown into a furnace of blazing fire—and 
who is the god who can rescue you from my power?” 16 Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abednego replied to the king, “Nebuchadnezzar, we 
don’t need to give you an answer to this question. 17 If the God we 
serve exists, then he can rescue us from the furnace of blazing fire, 
and he can rescue us from the power of you, the king. 18 But even if 
he does not rescue us, we want you as king to know that we will not 
serve your gods or worship the gold statue you set up.”

VERSES 14-15 

Not long after Nebuchadnezzar built a statue of himself, he 
discovered that •Shadrach, •Meshach, and •Abednego had failed 
to bow to it. Some Babylonians reported to Nebuchadnezzar that 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego refused to bow to the statue that 
the king had built.  

Those who reported on Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego 
apparently had a grievance against the young men. Seemingly, they 
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felt that Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego were not dedicated to the 
ways of the Babylonians. The accusers called the young Jewish men 
out so that they would have to prove their loyalty to Babylon. 

Perhaps Nebuchadnezzar was shocked that the three young 
Jewish men had failed to obey his rules. After all, he had graciously 
placed them in their positions. He personally questioned them about 
their behavior before passing any type of judgment. The Babylonians 
worshiped hundreds of gods, so Nebuchadnezzar would not have 
cared if these three men also worshiped the Lord as well. However, 
refusing to bow to the golden image constituted public disobedience 
to his decree—a serious matter indeed. The Bible does not record the 
three men’s response. Perhaps the king did not wait for a response 
before he continued.

The king’s words, now if you’re ready, indicate Nebuchadnezzar’s 
shift to the present situation. He did not care to determine what these 
men had done in the past. If they were ready to obey at the moment, 
all would be well. But if they would not bow to the statue, they would 
immediately be thrown into a furnace of blazing fire. 

The king then posed a rhetorical question: who is the god who can 
rescue you from my power? Nebuchadnezzar, the most powerful man 
on earth, thought he knew the answer to the question he posed—no 
god could save them! He soon realized that indeed there was a God 
who could rescue His children.

How did the actions of the accusers open the door for the three men to 
demonstrate their faithfulness to God? How do accusations made today 
open the door for believers to demonstrate their faithfulness? 

DID YOU KNOW?

Ancient kings often built large statues. The Great Sphinx of Giza in 
Egypt (still standing) is 66 feet high. In comparison, Nebuchadnezzar’s 
statue was 90 feet high (Dan. 3:1).
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VERSES 16-18

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego explained their position. They 
had already decided how they would respond if they ever faced the 
question of where their ultimate allegiance lay. They had thought 
about it, and their response suggests that they had done so. Their 
argument was that if the God we serve exists, then He is sovereign 
and in control of all things; he can rescue us from the furnace of 
blazing fire. They were not doubting God’s existence but rather 
declared that their devotion to God would remain steadfast whether 
they were delivered or martyred. They knew God was able to deliver 
them, but even if he does not rescue us … we will not serve your gods.  

Even in faith-challenging circumstances, we can trust God. 
Hebrews 11 records accounts of people who trusted in God and 
experienced great deliverance (Heb. 11:32-34). However, in some 
circumstances, God chose to glorify Himself through people’s 
suffering and even death for the sake of His name (Heb. 11:35-40). 
Faithful believers maintain their allegiance to God in the most 
difficult of circumstances, trusting Him with the outcome.

How is a person’s loyalty to God in all situations a measure of that 
person’s faith in God? 

PERSECUTION INTENSIFIED (DAN . 3:19-23)
19 Then Nebuchadnezzar was filled with rage, and the expression 
on his face changed toward Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. 

BIBLE SKILL:   Read, reflect on, and react emotionally to  
a Bible verse.

Read Daniel 3:17-18 slowly and deliberately. Consider the response of 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego to the king’s question. Ponder the 
confidence in God required to give such a reply when they knew the 
reply likely meant their death.
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He gave orders to heat the furnace seven times more than was 
customary, 20 and he commanded some of the best soldiers in his 
army to tie up Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego and throw them 
into the furnace of blazing fire. 21 So these men, in their trousers, 
robes, head coverings, and other clothes, were tied up and thrown 
into the furnace of blazing fire. 22 Since the king’s command was 
so urgent and the furnace extremely hot, the raging flames killed 
those men who carried up Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. 
23 And these three men, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego fell, 
bound, into the furnace of blazing fire.

VERSES 19-23

The king was angered by the report he had received of the young 
Jewish men; they had not shown the king his due respect. 
Nebuchadnezzar believed he had the right to defend his honor. The 
phrase filled with rage suggests he could not have gotten any angrier. 
His anger became so great that his facial features changed. The king 
ordered that the furnace be heated as hot as possible (idea proposed 
by the phrase seven times more than was customary). In addition, 
the king ordered that some of the best—strongest and most valiant—
soldiers bind Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego to throw them into 
the furnace clothed. Their clothing would have rapidly caught fire. 
The king was determined to make an example of them, and the more 
frightening he could make their execution, the more likely he could 
expect total compliance with his decrees. 

As the soldiers approached the furnace, they were consumed. The 
intensity of the fire killed the Babylonian soldiers who threw Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abednego into the fiery pit. When the three Hebrew 
men fell into the furnace, it appeared their lives were over as well. 
They had fallen into the furnace bound and had no means of escape. 
Nebuchadnezzar and all those watching thought the incident over.

DID YOU KNOW?

Furnaces such as Nebuchadnezzar’s were used for firing bricks or 
smelting ore, with a wide opening at the top for putting in materials 
and an opening at the ground for removing materials.
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If we face persecution and opposition, in whatever form, we must 
remember Jesus warned His followers to expect this (John 16:33). 
He even told His disciples the day would come when people who kill 
believers think they are doing service to God (John 16:2). However, 
we also must remember that He is with us in every situation: “When 
you pass through the waters, I will be with you, and the rivers will 
not overwhelm you. When you walk through the fire, you will not be 
scorched, and the flame will not burn you. For I am the Lord your 
God” (Isa. 43:2-3a). 

Why should believers not be surprised by the response of others when 
we express our faith and loyalty to Christ?

GOD HONORED (DAN . 3:24-26)
24 Then King Nebuchadnezzar jumped up in alarm. He said to 
his advisers, “Didn’t we throw three men, bound, into the fire?” 
“Yes, of course, Your Majesty,” they replied to the king. 25 He 
exclaimed, “Look! I see four men, not tied, walking around in 
the fire unharmed; and the fourth looks like a son of the gods.” 
26 Nebuchadnezzar then approached the door of the furnace 
of blazing fire and called, “Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, 
you servants of the Most High God—come out! ” So Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abednego came out of the fire.

VERSES 24-25

Nebuchadnezzar’s countenance quickly changed. He went from an 
uncontrolled rage to being alarmed or astonished in the sense of 
being frightened. His astonishment came because he had ordered the 
three men thrown into a furnace, bound in ropes, to die. However, 
they did not die; they walked around, unbound and unharmed, in 
the blazing furnace. Furthermore, the three young Jewish men were 
joined by a fourth person. 

Who was the fourth person in the fire? Jewish scholars assert 
that the fourth person in the fire was an angel. Most conservative, 
evangelical Bible scholars interpret like a son of the gods as referring 
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to Christ. He was present with the three men in the fire. Jesus is 
called the “Son of God” in the New Testament. It is reasonable to 
argue that the appearance of the fourth man was the form of the 
preexistent Christ. God blessed the young Jewish men for their 
faithfulness with the presence of His Son. 

The fire that had taken the lives of the mighty Babylonian soldiers 
was harmless to the Jewish young men. The God of Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abednego sustained them even in the midst of a 
blazing fire. Nebuchadnezzar had to confess that he was wrong. There 
was indeed a God who could rescue the young men from his hands.  

How does the promised presence of God instill confidence in believers as 
they face challenges to their faith? 

VERSE 26

Nebuchadnezzar called for the three men to come out, recognizing 
them as servants of the Most High God. Nebuchadnezzar’s 
declaration was profound. Originally, he thought that his gods had 
defeated the God of the Jews, thus his gods were superior. The Jews 
were living under his authority; what god would allow this to happen? 
However, his thoughts changed. He boisterously admitted that the 
God of the Jews was the Most High of all gods, and that there was “no 
other god who is able to deliver like this” (v. 29).

KE Y DOCTRINE:  God

To God we owe the highest love, reverence, and obedience. 
(See Luke 6:46.)
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APPLY THE TEXT
• Believers can express trust in God in all circumstances. 
• Believers can expect non-believers to take extreme actions 

of persecution.
• Believers bring honor to God through their faithfulness to Him. 

Memorize Daniel 3:17-18. Reflect on the passage, considering the trust 
and confidence expressed. Begin each morning this week reviewing the 
passage and wording it as a prayer. 

What challenges to your faith are you facing today? Ask God to help you 
remain loyal to Him no matter what. 

Discuss with your Bible study group ways the group can help one another 
remain faithful to God when facing a challenge to your faith in Christ. 
What structures need to be enhanced within the group in response to 
the discussion? 

PRAYER NEEDS
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