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Return
Repentance of sin can stop its spiraling effects. 

1 KINGS 15:9-22
People who study change remind us that the past is present. In some 
way, past experiences still exist. Past actions defined an organization 
or group, so a change involves creating a new identity even when most 
were comfortable with the old identity. The old identity may be why 
they joined in the first place. King Asa faced the past and took action 
to move Judah toward honoring God once again. To do that, the 
people would have to make a break from the past. 

In what ways is our past present? What makes breaking from the past 
so challenging? 
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UNDERSTAND THE CONTEXT
1 KINGS 15:1–16:28 (2 CHRON . 13:1–16:14)
Solomon ruled over Israel’s golden age. He amassed great wealth and 
led the nation in massive building projects, including the temple and 
royal palace. Although Solomon began with great promise, he did not 
remain loyal to God (1 Kings 11:4). He worshiped his wives’ false gods 
at the sacred shrines he built for them. His unfaithfulness to God led 
to the kingdom’s eventual demise.

After Solomon died, his son Rehoboam assumed the throne and 
inherited a glorious kingdom. When the people asked Rehoboam to give 
them relief from Solomon’s harsh work demands, he ignored his father’s 
experienced advisors who recommended that he lighten the people’s 
workload. Instead, he listened to the counsel of his peers, who told him 
what he wanted to hear. Following their advice, Rehoboam demanded 
even more work and threatened the people with harsh discipline. 

Rather than accept Rehoboam’s unreasonable demands, the people 
of the northern regions of Israel seceded and walked away. Israel was 
no longer a united monarchy; the nation divided north and south. 
Solomon’s son, Rehoboam, retained his rule over the smaller Southern 
Kingdom, which was thereafter known as Judah; Jerusalem was its 
capital. Solomon’s servant, Jeroboam, became ruler over the Northern 
Kingdom, which retained the name Israel. 

Rehoboam ruled Judah for seventeen years and was followed 
by his son, Abijam (also spelled “Abijah”), who ruled for three years. 
Abijam “walked in all the sins his father before him had committed, 
and he was not wholeheartedly devoted to the Lord his God as 
his ancestor David had been” (1 Kings 15:3). Abijam was followed 
by his son, Asa. Would Asa be like Abijam and fail to follow God 
wholeheartedly? Would he embrace the idolatrous practices of 
Solomon, Rehoboam, and Abijam? Would Asa’s reign be marked by 
spiritual rebellion or spiritual renewal?

As you read 1 Kings 15:9-22, look for acts that point to repentance.  
How are these acts a demonstration of trust in God? 
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EXPLORE THE TEXT
WHOLEHEARTED (1 KINGS 15:9-15)
9 In the twentieth year of Israel’s King Jeroboam, Asa became 
king of Judah, 10 and he reigned forty-one years in Jerusalem. His 
grandmother’s name was Maacah daughter of Abishalom. 11 Asa 
did what was right in the Lord’s sight, as his ancestor David had 
done. 12 He banished the male cult prostitutes from the land and 
removed all of the idols that his ancestors had made. 13 He also 
removed his grandmother Maacah from being queen mother 
because she had made an obscene image of Asherah. Asa chopped 
down her obscene image and burned it in the Kidron Valley. 14 The 
high places were not taken away, but Asa was wholeheartedly 
devoted to the Lord his entire life. 15 He brought his father’s 
consecrated gifts and his own consecrated gifts into the Lord’s 
temple: silver, gold, and utensils.

VERSES 9-10

During Rehoboam’s rule over the Southern Kingdom, “Judah did what 
was evil in the Lord’s sight” (see 1 Kings 14:22-24). Rehoboam had a 
son named Abijam. Choosing this name reflected the extent to which 
Rehoboam embraced pagan gods. “Abijam” translates as “My Father 
is Yam.” Yam was the name of a mythical sea god who lived on the 
Mediterranean coast of what is now Syria. 

Upon Rehoboam’s death, Abijam became king of Judah. “Abijam 
walked in all the sins his father before him had committed” (15:3). 
After Abijam’s three-year reign, his son Asa ascended the throne in 
Jerusalem. He ruled forty-one years.  

VERSES 11-15

David was the standard for the kings of Israel and Judah. The Lord 
had said of Israel’s King Jeroboam: “But you were not like my servant 
David, who kept my commands and followed me with all his heart, 
doing only what is right in my sight” (1 Kings 14:8). Abijam, king of 
Judah, “was not wholeheartedly devoted to the Lord his God as his 
ancestor David had been” (15:3).
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With Asa, the pattern of spiritual disobedience was broken. Asa 
did what was right in the Lord’s sight. He was wholeheartedly 
devoted to the Lord his entire life. 

Doing what was right in God’s sight meant Asa would have to 
implement some drastic changes. First, he banished the male cult 
prostitutes. Although translated male, the Hebrew term can refer to 
either males or females, much like our word “freshmen.” Thus, there 
may have been both male and female prostitutes associated with the 
pagan temples throughout Judah. Regardless, participating in illicit 
sexual acts as a part of worship was (and is) detestable to God. Moses 
directed the Israelites to avoid any such behavior prior to entering the 
promised land (Deut. 23:17). 

Second, Asa removed all of the idols that his ancestors had made. 
The word removed means “destroyed.” This was no small task. Solomon 
had seven hundred wives and built shrines on the high places where 
each of them could worship their gods (1 Kings 11:8). Each site would 
have had multiple idols, figurines, and sacred carvings. Add to that 
any sites Rehoboam and Abijam may have subsequently built, and 
the number of idols involved is staggering. Although Asa removed the 
idols, the structures on the high places remained.

Third, Asa removed his grandmother Maacah from her role as queen 
mother. The queen mother exerted strong influence on the throne, 
as Bathsheba had done with her son Solomon (1 Kings 2:19). Queen 
mothers typically maintained the role until death. Such was not the case 
with Maacah because she had put up an Asherah pole. The Canaanites 
worshiped Asherah as a fertility goddess. Asa chopped down the image 
and burned it in the Kidron Valley.  

What advice would you give to someone who wants to break with 
destructive family traditions or practices?  

Fourth, Asa focused the Hebrews’ worship solely on God. 
He renovated the altar in front of the temple (2 Chron. 15:8). 
Additionally, he gathered the people in Jerusalem and led them to 
sacrifice to the Lord alone (2 Chron. 15:11-13). What a far cry from 
what had previously taken place in the Hebrews’ worship! 
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Asa was willing to implement these drastic changes—even if it 
meant taking great risks—because he was wholeheartedly devoted to 
the Lord his entire life. Asa banished, removed, and chopped down 
items that got in the way of worshiping God alone. First Kings 15:15 
says, he brought his and his father’s consecrated gifts into the Lord’s 
temple. The term consecrated refers to that which is set apart for God. 
This was external evidence of Asa’s internal commitment to God and 
to the fact that the Lord deserves the best we have. 

No one would think Asa was like his father. His obedience to 
God stood in stark contrast to what he had seen in his father and 
grandfather. His commitment to God had overridden all loyalties he 
may have had to his family’s established worship practices. 

Looking at Asa is a strong reminder that our past does not dictate 
our future. Where we have come from does not have to dictate where 
we are going. 

How does the standard followed by Asa compare with Jesus’s instruction 
to love the Lord with all our heart, soul, mind, and strength (Mark 12:30)? 

CORNERED (1 KINGS 15:16-19)
16 There was war between Asa and King Baasha of Israel 
throughout their reigns. 17 Israel’s King Baasha went to war 
against Judah. He built Ramah in order to keep anyone from 
leaving or coming to King Asa of Judah. 18 So Asa withdrew 
all the silver and gold that remained in the treasuries of the 
Lord’s temple and the treasuries of the royal palace and gave it 
to his servants. Then King Asa sent them to Ben-hadad son of 

KE Y DOCTRINE:  The Kingdom

The kingdom of God includes both His general sovereignty over 
the universe and His particular kingship over men who willfully 
acknowledge Him as King. (See 1 Kings 2:2-4; Philippians 2:10-11.)
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Tabrimmon son of Hezion king of Aram who lived in Damascus, 
saying, 19 “There is a treaty between me and you, between my 
father and your father. Look, I have sent you a gift of silver and 
gold. Go and break your treaty with King Baasha of Israel so that 
he will withdraw from me.”

VERSES 16-19

Asa was not flawless; he made mistakes. Three times in chapter 15 
we read of ongoing war between Asa and •Baasha, who was king of 
Israel and Asa’s neighbor to the north (vv. 6-7,16,32). Israel and Judah 
were battling over the boundary that separated the two kingdoms. 
These verses describe Baasha’s coming south and beginning to fortify 
Ramah, a city about three miles across the line inside Judah. Ramah 
was on the main north-south route leading to Jerusalem from the 
north. By controlling Ramah, Israel could keep anyone, merchants or 
military, from leaving or coming to the territory of King Asa of Judah. 

Asa did not want to face Baasha personally, likely because of 
Baasha’s history of violence. (See 1 Kings 15:25-33.) He was not of 
royal blood; he was from the tribe of Issachar. Yet he conspired and 
killed Israel’s King Nadab then assumed the throne himself. Once 
he began to rule, he killed all the remaining members of Jeroboam’s 
family. This was who was intruding into Judah and trying to move 
the boundary between the two kingdoms southward. 

Desperate for help, Asa turned to Ben-hadad, king of Aram, a 
nation that bordered Israel from the north and was the strongest 
political power of the day. Asa sent Ben-hadad a bribe: all the silver 
and gold in the treasuries of the Lord’s temple and the royal palace. 
Additionally, he asked Ben-hadad to break his peace treaty with Israel’s 
King Baasha. In other words, he was asking Ben-hadad to attack Israel. 

Asa was seemingly willing to do anything to get Baasha to withdraw 
from Judah, even bribe a pagan king. Removing the temple’s silver and 
gold should have set off internal alarm bells, warning Asa that what he 
was doing was wrong. Desperation, though, was winning out. 

Second Chronicles adds a spiritual layer to this story. The prophet 
Hanani confronted Asa, explaining that because of his failure to depend 
on God, he would face wars from that day forward (2 Chron. 16:7,9). Asa 
could have relied on God for help but chose to look elsewhere. 
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Why are we easily tempted to depend on our own resources rather than 
God during times of crisis?

RESOLVED (1 KINGS 15:20-22)
20 Ben-hadad listened to King Asa and sent the commanders of his 
armies against the cities of Israel. He attacked Ijon, Dan, Abel-
beth-maacah, all Chinnereth, and the whole land of Naphtali. 
21 When Baasha heard about it, he quit building Ramah and stayed 
in Tirzah. 22 Then King Asa gave a command to everyone without 
exception in Judah, and they carried away the stones of Ramah 
and the timbers Baasha had built it with. Then King Asa built Geba 
of Benjamin and Mizpah with them.

VERSES 20-21

Ben-hadad, having received the bribe and having listened to Asa ask 
for help, responded. He sent the commanders of his armies against 
the cities of Israel. These were not novices or footmen; they were 
proven and powerful soldiers. Benefiting from the element of surprise, 
they invaded the cities of Israel. 

Whereas Baasha was focused on one city in hopes of expanding 
his kingdom, he suddenly discovered that several cities in his kingdom 
were being attacked. The attack from the north forced Baasha to stop 
building Ramah. Deserting the building project at Ramah, Baasha 
focused his military forces on the cities Ben-hadad had attacked. Baasha 
retreated to his capital city of Tirzah, which was in central Israel. 

Did Baasha’s retreating to fight Ben-hadad justify Asa’s actions? How 
might we be tempted to justify our actions by focusing on the outcome? 

VERSE 22

After Israel’s forces abandoned Ramah to defend its northern cities, 
Asa commanded all of Judah’s citizens to go to Ramah. The phrase 
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everyone without exception indicates Baasha had made substantial 
progress on his building project. Further, by enlisting all of Judah 
to help dismantle Baasha’s fortifications, Asa was making sure all 
evidence of the threat was completely eradicated. He also knew that 
destroying the barricades would be a rallying point for the people and 
would instill a sense of accomplishment and national security.

The people of Judah carried away the stones . . . and the timbers 
that had been part of Baasha’s invasion at Ramah. Asa used these 
materials for building projects at two other cities in northern Judah: 
Geba and Mizpah. By fortifying these cities, Asa was establishing a 
stronger and larger buffer zone that could protect Jerusalem from 
invasions from the north. 

Here, Asa chose to trust in his own strategy rather than in God’s 
protection. Overall, however, Asa received a favorable judgment from 
the writer of Kings. He stopped Judah’s downward spiral into sin that 
had begun under Solomon and continued in the reigns of Rehoboam 
and Abijam. Repentance from sin can stop sin’s spiraling effects and 
turn us in the direction God desires. 

How would getting all of Judah involved in dismantling Ramah serve 
as a rallying point for the people? How did it remind the people of 
God’s faithfulness?

BIBLE SKILL:  Use a Bible atlas to locate places mentioned 
in Scripture.

Use a Bible atlas to locate Israel, Judah, and Aram, then any major 
cities 1 Kings 15:16-22 mentions. What geographic features stand out 
about each location? How does seeing these places and their locations 
on a map help us better understand the biblical account? 
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APPLY THE TEXT
• God expects the leaders of His people to wholeheartedly 

follow Him.
• Believers must guard their hearts when facing difficulties.
• God is always faithful.

Identify people (individuals and groups) you influence. What one thing  
can you do this week to influence the people you identified to follow  
God more wholeheartedly? 

Examine your life for “gods” that might draw you away from remaining 
loyal to the Lord. What actions can you take to safeguard yourself from 
being drawn away?

Share with the group ways God has been faithful. How does hearing 
other people’s stories of God’s faithfulness encourage you? Who can you 
encourage this week by reminding them of God’s faithfulness?  

PRAYER NEEDS

 

54 E x pl or e t h e Bi bl e |  P er son a l St u dy Gu i de

© 2021 Lifeway Christian Resources




