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Compromised
Ungodly partnerships lead to spiritual compromise. 

1 KINGS 11:1-13
Many today would consider the ability to compromise a good 
character trait. Married couples sometimes disagree but work 
together to compromise and meet somewhere in the middle. 
Politicians often need to compromise on deciding matters of public 
policy. Spiritual compromise, however, can lead to ruin because our 
allegiance to God is non-negotiable.

Why do ungodly partnerships have the potential to lead to  
spiritual compromise?
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UNDERSTAND THE CONTEXT
1 KINGS 9:1–11:43 (2 CHRON . 7:11–9:31)
Three kings ruled over the united kingdom: Saul, David, and Solomon. 
By war and bloodshed, David enlarged the nation of Israel far beyond 
the territory Saul had ruled. He brought the ark of the covenant to 
Jerusalem and wanted to build a temple for worship. Through Nathan 
the prophet, God spoke to David with three promises. First, David’s 
son and successor would build the temple. Second, the one who built 
the temple would be a son to God and would be disciplined when 
he did wrong. Third, David’s house, kingdom, and throne would last 
forever (2 Sam. 7:12-17). This final promise was ultimately fulfilled 
in Christ. 

Solomon erected in Jerusalem a magnificent temple and an 
opulent palace. At this point, Israel was enjoying unprecedented 
success and abundance. Because of Solomon and his influence, all of 
Israel was respected and admired. 

Solomon had ruled for twenty years when God spoke to him 
a second time. The Lord reminded him how He would protect the 
throne as long as Solomon and his descendants were obedient 
(1 Kings 9:3-10). Further, the text describes Solomon’s other major 
building projects and the wealth and riches he accumulated—
including gold, imported building materials, fleets of ships, and 
horses and chariots.  

But Solomon did not remain loyal to God. He compromised and 
walked in disobedience. And as a result, he faced God’s judgment. 
This disloyalty, compromise, and judgment will be the focus of this 
week’s study. 

Read 1 Kings 11:1-13 and look for words and phrases that point to a 
progression in Solomon’s disobedience to God. How does one compromise 
lead to another?   
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EXPLORE THE TEXT
WARNING IGNORED (1 KINGS 11:1-3)
1 King Solomon loved many foreign women in addition to Pharaoh’s 
daughter: Moabite, Ammonite, Edomite, Sidonian, and Hittite 
women 2 from the nations about which the Lord had told the 
Israelites, “You must not intermarry with them, and they must not 
intermarry with you, because they will turn your heart away to 
follow their gods.” To these women Solomon was deeply attached in 
love. 3 He had seven hundred wives who were princesses and three 
hundred who were concubines, and they turned his heart away.

VERSES 1-3

The phrase, Solomon loved many foreign women, indicates a shift in the 
emphasis of the story. Up to now, almost every description of Solomon 
has been positive. The writer has presented Solomon’s accomplishments 
and attributes in a flattering light. (See 1 Kings 10:23-24.)

Tragically, God was no longer the object of Solomon’s loyalty and 
devotion. We received a hint of how Solomon’s love for foreign women 
began. First Kings 3:1 says: “Solomon made an alliance with Pharaoh 
king of Egypt by marrying Pharaoh’s daughter.” The marriage was 
not out of love but because of the political and economic benefits that 
Solomon and Israel would have derived. In the years since, Solomon 
had come to love many foreign women. Chapter 11 describes these 
many women as being Moabite, Ammonite, Edomite, Sidonian, 
and Hittite (v. 1). Like points on a compass, this list represents 
peoples that surrounded Israel. The Egyptians, already named, were 
to Israel’s southwest; the Edomites were to the south; the Moabites 
and Ammonites, to the east; the Sidonians would have been the 
Phoenicians, to the immediate northwest; and the Hittites, farther 
to the north. With these marriages, Solomon had insulated Israel by 
forming alliances with his strong adjacent neighbors. 

While having these foreign wives may have seemed like a good 
idea, Solomon’s relationship with these women eventually moved 
from being politically expedient to becoming emotionally and 
spiritually dangerous. In time, Solomon found himself deeply 
attached in love with these women. 
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Centuries earlier, as the children of Israel were about to move into 
the promised land, God warned against forming alliances with the 
foreign peoples and specifically against intermarrying with them. (See 
Ex. 34:15-16; Deut. 17:17.) His instruction was not based on cultural 
prejudice but on a demand for spiritual purity. Moses reminded the 
people of this as they were preparing to enter the promised land, 
explaining that intermarrying with the people in the land would 
eventually lead to worshiping idols. He also reminded them that they 
belonged to God and were to act accordingly. (See Deut. 7:3-6.) 

God did not put these restrictions in place to limit, hinder, or 
punish His people; rather, He wanted the best for them and wanted 
to protect them in the way parents establish rules and guidelines to 
protect their children. In spite of God’s warning, Solomon walked the 
forbidden path described in Deuteronomy 7. These women turned his 
heart away from God. 

The pattern in other areas of Solomon’s life had been one of excess 
and extravagance; this continued in his relationship with women. He 
took seven hundred women as wives. These were princesses, meaning 
women of royal birth. Additionally, Solomon had three hundred 
concubines. Some people were likely impressed by the size of his 
family, as they had been by his riches, building projects, wisdom, and 
reputation. Having many wives emphasized to outsiders both his wealth 
and virility. Rather than a sign of strength, however, these women 
represented an internal weakness. Solomon had a divided heart. 

How do those who do not have a relationship with God often view  
His rules and prohibitions? How do God’s boundaries actually protect  
His people?  

A DIVIDED HEART (1 KINGS 11:4-8)
4 When Solomon was old, his wives turned his heart away to follow 
other gods. He was not wholeheartedly devoted to the Lord his 
God, as his father David had been. 5 Solomon followed Ashtoreth, 
the goddess of the Sidonians, and Milcom, the abhorrent idol 
of the Ammonites. 6 Solomon did what was evil in the Lord’s 
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sight, and unlike his father David, he did not remain loyal to the 
Lord. 7 At that time, Solomon built a high place for Chemosh, the 
abhorrent idol of Moab, and for Milcom, the abhorrent idol of the 
Ammonites, on the hill across from Jerusalem. 8 He did the same 
for all his foreign wives, who were burning incense and offering 
sacrifices to their gods.

VERSES 4-6

At the dedication of the temple, Solomon had instructed the Israelites: 
“Be wholeheartedly devoted to the Lord our God to walk in his 
statutes and to keep his commands” (1 Kings 8:61). First Kings 11:4 
ends with this diagnosis of Solomon’s spiritual condition: he was 
not wholeheartedly devoted to the Lord his God. Interestingly, the 
terminology is identical, except for the added word, not. His instruction 
had been: “Be wholeheartedly devoted to the Lord.” But he was not 
wholeheartedly devoted to the Lord. 

We could easily overlook a phrase in verse 4: when Solomon was 
old. Solomon’s life of disobedience did not begin when he was old. 
Those seeds had been planted long before. This is a reminder that 
the enemy is content to play the long game. He is content to move us 
incrementally and slowly lure us away from the Father. 

Why does the enemy lure us slowly or incrementally toward 
compromise? What makes this an especially effective tactic?  

The evidence of Solomon not wholeheartedly committed to God was 
that his numerous wives turned his heart away to follow other gods. 
Verse 5 lists the false gods Solomon followed. Ashtoreth was the goddess 
of the people of Sidon, meaning the Phoenicians. She was also worshiped 
by the Canaanites. Ashtoreth was a fertility goddess and considered the 
companion of the god Baal. Worshipers believed Ashtoreth and Baal 
were responsible for fertile wombs and high-yielding crops. Adherents 
would therefore have sexual relations with the priests, priestesses, and 
servants at the pagan temples, supposedly ensuring abundant crops, 
harvests, and offspring. The worship of Baal and Ashtoreth proved to be 
a long-lasting and seemingly irresistible lure for the Israelites. 
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Milcom, also called Molech, was a war god of the Ammonites. 
Worshipers would sacrifice their children to Milcom by burning them 
to death. Part of the religious reforms of King Josiah, generations 
later, included destroying pagan shrines outside of Jerusalem where 
worshipers would sacrifice their sons or daughters in the fire to 
Molech (see 2 Kings 23:10). Scripture never indicates Solomon was 
involved in this detestable practice. Yet, following these false gods was 
evil in the Lord’s sight. 

VERSES 7-8

Solomon erected a high place for Milcom and for Chemosh, whom 
the Moabites considered to be a savage god of war. Whereas Solomon 
would go to the high place to worship God prior to the temple being 
constructed (1 Kings 3:3), he was now returning to the high place to 
worship false gods. 

The location of the pagan shrine was on the hill across from 
Jerusalem. This likely was east of Jerusalem, on the Mount of Olives. 
In time, the hill was called the “Mount of Destruction” (2 Kings 
23:13). On the altars at pagan shrines, all of Solomon’s foreign wives 
burned incense and offered sacrifices to their gods. 

Solomon not only allowed his wives to continue their pagan 
worship practices, in time he supported them in these rituals and 
participated himself. This is a reminder that one compromise easily 
leads to the next. Regardless of how or why Solomon began this route 
toward spiritual compromise, the indictment at every stage would be 
that he had violated the first commandment to have no other gods 
before the Lord (Ex. 20:3).  

Why might a person be easily tempted to trust in and worship things  
other than God as a source of security? 

DID YOU KNOW?

“High place” (1 Kings 11:7) refers to a sacred shrine on a hilltop where 
people worshiped their god or gods. 
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DISCIPLINE PROMISED (1 KINGS 11:9-13)
9 The Lord was angry with Solomon, because his heart had turned 
away from the Lord, the God of Israel, who had appeared to him 
twice. 10 He had commanded him about this, so that he would not 
follow other gods, but Solomon did not do what the Lord had 
commanded. 11 Then the Lord said to Solomon, “Since you have 
done this and did not keep my covenant and my statutes, which I 
commanded you, I will tear the kingdom away from you and give it 
to your servant. 12 However, I will not do it during your lifetime for 
the sake of your father David; I will tear it out of your son’s hand. 
13 Yet I will not tear the entire kingdom away from him. I will give 
one tribe to your son for the sake of my servant David and for the 
sake of Jerusalem that I chose.” 

VERSES 9-10

Solomon’s tolerating his wives’ idolatry, supporting them with building 
projects, and even participating in the pagan rituals himself provided 
the evidence that his heart had turned away from the Lord. The Lord 
appeared to Solomon twice and commanded him to not let this happen. 
Solomon’s response was even more tragic: he did not do what the Lord 
had commanded. The Lord’s anger was consistent with His character. 
Exodus 34:14 says, “Because the Lord is jealous for his reputation, you 
are never to bow down to another god. He is a jealous God.”

BIBLE SKILL:  Use other Scripture to help understand a 
Bible passage.

Read 2 Samuel 7:1-29; 1 Kings 2:3-4; and 1 Kings 9:1-9 to familiarize 
yourself more with the covenant God made with David and David’s 
family line. How do these passages help us better understand God’s 
response to Solomon’s idolatry? 
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DISCIPLINE PROMISED (1 KINGS 11:9-13)
9 The Lord was angry with Solomon, because his heart had turned 
away from the Lord, the God of Israel, who had appeared to him 
twice. 10 He had commanded him about this, so that he would not 
follow other gods, but Solomon did not do what the Lord had 
commanded. 11 Then the Lord said to Solomon, “Since you have 
done this and did not keep my covenant and my statutes, which I 
commanded you, I will tear the kingdom away from you and give it 
to your servant. 12 However, I will not do it during your lifetime for 
the sake of your father David; I will tear it out of your son’s hand. 
13 Yet I will not tear the entire kingdom away from him. I will give 
one tribe to your son for the sake of my servant David and for the 
sake of Jerusalem that I chose.” 

VERSES 9-10

Solomon’s tolerating his wives’ idolatry, supporting them with building 
projects, and even participating in the pagan rituals himself provided 
the evidence that his heart had turned away from the Lord. The Lord 
appeared to Solomon twice and commanded him to not let this happen. 
Solomon’s response was even more tragic: he did not do what the Lord 
had commanded. The Lord’s anger was consistent with His character. 
Exodus 34:14 says, “Because the Lord is jealous for his reputation, you 
are never to bow down to another god. He is a jealous God.”

BIBLE SKILL:  Use other Scripture to help understand a 
Bible passage.

Read 2 Samuel 7:1-29; 1 Kings 2:3-4; and 1 Kings 9:1-9 to familiarize 
yourself more with the covenant God made with David and David’s 
family line. How do these passages help us better understand God’s 
response to Solomon’s idolatry? 

 

Why might we be reluctant to think or talk about God’s anger and 
discipline? What does this passage teach us about God and His character? 

VERSES 11-13

The Lord spoke to Solomon a third time (1 Kings 11:11-12). His words 
here were radically different from the affirming words He had spoken 
before (3:1-15; 6:11-13). He charged Solomon with not following His 
covenant and statutes. 

Having outlined Solomon’s offense, God declared His punishment: 
I will tear the kingdom away from you and give it to your servant. 
The Lord would not dissolve the kingdom during Solomon’s lifetime. 
This would come during the time of Solomon’s son. And not all of the 
kingdom would be handed to another. Solomon’s son would retain one 
tribe, meaning one of the territories of the tribal allotments in the 
promised land. This was because of God’s promise to Solomon’s father 
David (2 Sam. 7:16) and His affection for Jerusalem (2 Chron. 6:5-7). 
Even in His judgment, the Lord extended grace and showed mercy. 

Solomon’s compromises led to a tarnished reputation that became 
a cautionary tale for the people of God. Nehemiah later pointed to 
Solomon as an example of the danger of compromise. He challenged 
the people who returned from exile to avoid making the same 
mistake as they rebuilt Jerusalem. (See Neh. 13:26-27.) May we too 
learn from Solomon’s error. 

How do we tell the difference between God’s discipline and the natural 
outcome of sin itself?

KE Y DOCTRINE:  Salvation (Sanctification)

Growth in grace should continue throughout the regenerate person’s 
life. (See Philippians 3:13-14; 2 Peter 3:17-18.)
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APPLY THE TEXT
• God’s warnings are given for our protection.
• God expects His people to worship Him alone.
• God holds His followers accountable for their disobedience.

What warning in the Bible do you find the most difficult to heed? In what 
areas are you most vulnerable, just as Solomon was? Reflect on how 
God’s warnings protect you. Thank God for His protection and ask Him to 
help you stay within His boundaries. 

Discuss as a group the significance of Solomon’s words in the book of 
Proverbs: “Guard your heart above all else, for it is the source of life” 
(Prov. 4:23). How can the group become a place that encourages the 
guarding of the heart? 

Reflect on Proverbs 25:26. Consider how Solomon’s legacy might have 
been different had he followed this Proverb. Memorize the verse and 
share it with a friend.   

PRAYER NEEDS
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