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Repentance
Forgiveness awaits all who turn to God in repentance. 

1 KINGS 8:46-60
A sign on an empty lot announces a new business is COMING SOON! 
Week after week, workers make progress clearing the land, digging 
footings, pouring the foundation, and erecting walls. Construction 
crews are busy working with concrete, steel, wood, roofing, plumbing, 
wiring, glass, and finally, furnishings. The sign out front changes 
from COMING SOON! to GRAND OPENING! with a date posted. 
On that day, city officials, the owners, investors, builders, and new 
employees gather for the ceremony. Oversized scissors are used to cut 
a wide ribbon, and all the people cheer. 

How might the opening of a new business affect a community? 
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UNDERSTAND THE CONTEXT
1 KINGS 5:1–8:66 (2 CHRON . 2:1–7:10)
When David was king of Israel, he continued the practice of offering 
worship to God at the tabernacle. His desire, though, was to build a 
temple in Jerusalem. However, God explained that because of wars 
and bloodshed during David’s reign, his son Solomon would build it 
(1 Chron. 22:10). Although David did not build the temple, he “made 
lavish preparations for it before his death” (1 Chron. 22:5).

First Kings begins with the final days of King David and the 
beginning of the reign of Solomon. Two things stand out in the early 
chapters. First, God promised Solomon He would fulfill one request. 
Rather than riches or power, Solomon asked for discernment and 
wisdom for leading God’s people. Second, because of the selflessness 
of his request, God said He would also give Solomon unsurpassed 
riches and honor. 

The chapters that follow give vivid details of Solomon applying 
his wisdom and knowledge as he built the temple. Employing 
the skills of the best craftsmen and artisans of his day, he used 
the finest materials of stone, wood, gold, and bronze to erect the 
temple, the surrounding courtyards, and to craft the altar and other 
worship implements. 

First Kings 8 tells about the temple dedication that began with 
the ark of the covenant being placed in the holy of holies. The chapter 
also contains Solomon’s words to the people and his prayers to God 
at the dedication. This week’s passage focuses on two parts of what 
Solomon said: The first is his prayer in which he asked God to forgive 
His people when they repented of their sin in the future. The second 
is the blessing Solomon spoke over the people of Israel, urging them 
to remain faithful to God.

As you read 1 Kings 8:46-66 in your Bible, notice references to God 
fulfilling His promises. How does remembering how God has fulfilled His 
promises of the past give hope when approaching God in repentance?
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EXPLORE THE TEXT
IN EXILE (1 KINGS 8:46-48)
46 When they sin against you — for there is no one who does not 
sin — and you are angry with them and hand them over to the 
enemy, and their captors deport them to the enemy’s country — 
whether distant or nearby —47 and when they come to their senses 
in the land where they were deported and repent and petition 
you in their captors’ land: “We have sinned and done wrong; we 
have been wicked,” 48 and when they return to you with all their 
heart and all their soul in the land of their enemies who took them 
captive, and when they pray to you in the direction of their land 
that you gave their ancestors, the city you have chosen, and the 
temple I have built for your name,

VERSE 46

The books of 1 and 2 Kings, originally written as one volume, were 
penned to record key events in the life and history of the people of 
God. The history begins with David as Israel’s king and concludes 
by detailing the destruction of Jerusalem by the Babylonians 
and the people of God being taken into captivity (586 BC). Thus, 
1 and 2 Kings were written to a people who had sinned against God 
and who had been taken as exiles into a foreign land. The exiles 
needed to be reminded of what had led them to this point. They also 
needed to be assured that, as they repented, God would hear their 
prayers and show them compassion. 

Solomon began by saying, when they sin against you. Using 
when indicated that Solomon knew this would happen. Further, he 
explained how he knew this would happen—because everybody sins. 
The Hebrew term used here for sin carries the idea of missing a mark. 
This is similar to Paul’s words: “For all have sinned and fall short of 
the glory of God” (Rom. 3:23). The Greek word Paul used carries the 
same idea of missing the mark.

This verse also states God would become angry with His people. 
The root word used here carries the idea of breathing hard, a sign of 
being enraged. This is God’s righteous anger that keeps Him from 
tolerating sin. In the future, God would hand them over to the enemy. 
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Being deported to the enemy’s country would be God’s ultimate 
discipline and punishment for His people. 

VERSES 47-48 

In these verses, Solomon was teaching the people how they could 
restore their relationship with God. It would begin when they come to 
their senses. Again, the language indicates that this would happen. 
Next, they would repent and petition God, acknowledging their sin. 

Verse 48 fleshes out the details of repenting and petitioning. To 
repent is not simply to feel sorry for sinning, although we should. It 
is to turn from sin and toward God. Repenting, they would return to 
God fully. Solomon knew this was the only recourse for a rebellious 
people—to repent and return. 

The use of the phrase, with all their heart and all their soul, 
reminds us of the instructions of Jesus concerning how we are to love 
God: “Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, 
and with all your mind” (Matt. 22:37). This terminology would have 
been familiar to the Hebrews, as for generations they would have 
repeated it daily as part of their ritual and tradition. (See Deut. 6:4-5.) 

Verse 48 also explains that when they prayed, the repentant were to 
focus on the land, the city, and the temple. Notice the progression. The 
land was the land promised to their ancestors; the city was Jerusalem; 
and the temple was the place to honor God’s name (see 8:18-20). Rather 
than focus on sin and self, the focus was on God and Him alone. 

How does God’s discipline move a person toward repentance?

KE Y DOCTRINE:  God’s Purpose of Grace

Believers may fall into sin through neglect and temptation, whereby 
they grieve the Spirit, impair their graces and comforts, and bring 
reproach on the cause of Christ and temporal judgments on 
themselves; yet they shall be kept by the power of God through faith 
unto salvation. (See Hebrews 12:6; 1 Peter 2:1-5.)
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GOD HEARS (1 KINGS 8:49-53)
49 may you hear in heaven, your dwelling place, their prayer and 
petition and uphold their cause.50 May you forgive your people who 
sinned against you and all their rebellions against you, and may 
you grant them compassion before their captors, so that they may 
treat them compassionately. 51 For they are your people and your 
inheritance; you brought them out of Egypt, out of the middle of 
an iron furnace. 52 May your eyes be open to your servant’s petition 
and to the petition of your people Israel, listening to them whenever 
they call to you. 53 For you, Lord God, have set them apart as your 
inheritance from all peoples of the earth, as you spoke through your 
servant Moses when you brought our ancestors out of Egypt.

VERSES 49-50

In response to the people’s repenting of their sin and returning with 
their whole minds and hearts, Solomon asked God for five things. 
First, he asked God to hear the people’s prayer and petition. The word 
translated petition can also mean “pleading,” “plea,” or “supplication.” 

Second, Solomon asked God to uphold their cause. The Hebrew 
word for cause carries the idea of a legal judgment, as in deciding a 
case. As a result of the people’s sin (vv. 46,50), they would be deported 
to their enemy’s country and their captors’ land (vv. 46-47)—far 
removed from where they ought to have been. In stark contrast, God 
was in heaven, in His dwelling place. 

Third, Solomon asked God to forgive His people. To say they had 
sinned meant they had broken God’s law. Their rebellions indicate 
they had revolted against God and had broken away from Him. That’s 
part of sin’s very nature—it breaks us away from God. 

Fourth, Solomon asked that God would grant them compassion so 
that their captors might show them compassion as well. Solomon did 
not explain the connection between God’s showing them compassion 
and their enemies then doing the same. In spite of the lack of details, 
Solomon was counting on compassion coming from both God and 
the captors. 

VERSES 51-53

Fifth, Solomon asked God to have His eyes open, that is, always to 
be ready to hear his servant’s (meaning Solomon’s) petition and the 

Being deported to the enemy’s country would be God’s ultimate 
discipline and punishment for His people. 

VERSES 47-48 

In these verses, Solomon was teaching the people how they could 
restore their relationship with God. It would begin when they come to 
their senses. Again, the language indicates that this would happen. 
Next, they would repent and petition God, acknowledging their sin. 

Verse 48 fleshes out the details of repenting and petitioning. To 
repent is not simply to feel sorry for sinning, although we should. It 
is to turn from sin and toward God. Repenting, they would return to 
God fully. Solomon knew this was the only recourse for a rebellious 
people—to repent and return. 

The use of the phrase, with all their heart and all their soul, 
reminds us of the instructions of Jesus concerning how we are to love 
God: “Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, 
and with all your mind” (Matt. 22:37). This terminology would have 
been familiar to the Hebrews, as for generations they would have 
repeated it daily as part of their ritual and tradition. (See Deut. 6:4-5.) 

Verse 48 also explains that when they prayed, the repentant were to 
focus on the land, the city, and the temple. Notice the progression. The 
land was the land promised to their ancestors; the city was Jerusalem; 
and the temple was the place to honor God’s name (see 8:18-20). Rather 
than focus on sin and self, the focus was on God and Him alone. 

How does God’s discipline move a person toward repentance?

KE Y DOCTRINE:  God’s Purpose of Grace

Believers may fall into sin through neglect and temptation, whereby 
they grieve the Spirit, impair their graces and comforts, and bring 
reproach on the cause of Christ and temporal judgments on 
themselves; yet they shall be kept by the power of God through faith 
unto salvation. (See Hebrews 12:6; 1 Peter 2:1-5.)

23Se ssion 2 :  R e p entance

© 2021 Lifeway Christian Resources



people’s petition for forgiveness and compassion. It may seem odd to 
ask God to have His eyes open so He can be ready to listen to them 
whenever they call. It’s almost as if Solomon was saying, “It’s going to 
happen; be ready.”

Verses 51 and 53 serve as qualifiers for why Solomon was making 
these requests. He was asking these things for the people of God. 
Solomon appealed to God based on the fact they were God’s people 
and inheritance whom He had set apart from all peoples of the earth. 
Referring to them as an inheritance emphasizes that God holds His 
people in high worth and values them greatly.

Solomon painted a vivid picture in verse 51, referring to Egypt as 
an iron furnace. He may have been referring to the oppressively hot 
weather in Egypt, or reminding them of when the Israelites made 
bricks without straw, or he may have been referring to the intensely 
pressured life they had in Egypt. If it is the last of these, we might say 
“in that pressure cooker known as Egypt.” 

Twice in these verses Solomon emphasized that God had brought 
His people out of Egypt. In that phrase is a word of hope. The God 
who had led His people out of Egyptian captivity was able to again set 
His people free from their oppressors. God had done it in the past; He 
could do it again. This is the overall message of hope in verses 51-53. 

God hears our prayers and petitions, 
and He responds with forgiveness.

God hears our prayers and petitions, and He responds with 
forgiveness. The promise of the New Testament is that “if we confess 
our sins, he is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9). Rather than 
respond with what we deserve, God shows us grace and compassion. 
The book of James promises: “Draw near to God, and he will draw 
near to you” (Jas. 4:8).

What is the connection between our repentance and God’s compassion? 
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BLESSING OFFERED (1 KINGS 8:54-60)
54 When Solomon finished praying this entire prayer and petition 
to the Lord, he got up from kneeling before the altar of the 
Lord, with his hands spread out toward heaven, 55 and he stood 
and blessed the whole congregation of Israel with a loud voice: 
56 “Blessed be the Lord! He has given rest to his people Israel 
according to all he has said. Not one of all the good promises he 
made through his servant Moses has failed. 57 May the Lord our 
God be with us as he was with our ancestors. May he not abandon 
us or leave us 58 so that he causes us to be devoted to him, to walk in 
all his ways, and to keep his commands, statutes, and ordinances, 
which he commanded our ancestors. 59 May my words with which I 
have made my petition before the Lord be near the Lord our God 
day and night. May he uphold his servant’s cause and the cause of 
his people Israel, as each day requires. 60 May all the peoples of the 
earth know that the Lord is God. There is no other!

VERSES 54-56

Solomon had been kneeling in prayer. Having his hands outstretched 
toward heaven was a posture that communicated the one praying was 
worshiping, surrendering, and depending on God to work.

After standing up, Solomon addressed the whole congregation of 
Israel, speaking a blessing over the assembly. Quoting Joshua 21:43-45, 

BIBLE SKILL:  Compare a passage that demonstrates a 
similar theme.

Jesus shared a parable about a wayward son in Luke 15:11-24. 
Compare the actions of the wayward son with the actions called for 
in Solomon’s prayer in 1 Kings 8. What actions are seen in both? What 
can we learn about repentance as a result of this comparison? 
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Solomon began by reminding the people of two things God had done: 
He had given His people rest and had kept the promises He spoke 
through Moses. Rest referred to the absence of warfare in the land—
the land in which the temple had been built. God’s fulfilling His 
promises has been a recurring theme so far in the book of 1 Kings and 
is a theme throughout Scripture.

VERSES 57-60

Having highlighted God’s past faithfulness, Solomon made two requests 
of God. First, he asked for God’s continued presence with His people. 
Although these words may have been especially poignant to a people 
who centuries later likely felt abandoned in captivity, they are still a 
reminder that God does not desert His people. Solomon affirmed that 
God’s presence will cause His people to be devoted and obedient to Him. 

Second, Solomon asked that God would uphold Solomon’s words 
and petitions day and night. Solomon was echoing what he requested 
in verse 49, again referring to this cause (v. 59) as having the 
importance of a legal matter. Solomon concluded this second request 
by affirming that God’s hearing his petitions would be a testimony to 
other nations and peoples that the Lord alone is God. 

The world recognizing that the Lord is indeed God has been a 
recurrent theme in this temple dedication celebration. As Solomon 
began his prayer in verse 23, he emphasized no one else being like 
God. In verse 43, he prayed concerning foreigners who had come 
to the temple to pray, that they too would be heard and know God 
and His name. Finally, Solomon repeated a version of this request in 
verse 60. The dedication service was a celebration of the fulfillment of 
what David had desired—to build a temple for the Lord God of Israel 
(1 Kings 8:17). The temple and the people’s actions there served as a 
testimony to all the peoples of the earth . . . that the Lord is God. 
There is no other! 

How does our recognizing that God is present with us help us to remain 
obedient to Him?   
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APPLY THE TEXT
• God’s discipline should lead to our repentance.
• Believers can count on God hearing their prayers of repentance.
• God’s presence enables believers to honor Him through 

their faithfulness. 

Ask God to show you areas where you may be experiencing His discipline. 
What actions do you need to take considering what God shows you? 

What roadblocks keep you from approaching God honestly with all your 
heart and soul? What can be done to remove those roadblocks and any 
doubts you may have about God listening? 

Discuss with your Bible study group what your church does to help “all the 
peoples of the earth know that the Lord is God.” What can your group do 
together to help support your church’s outreach and witness? What can you 
do personally to get involved in sharing with people beyond your group?

PRAYER NEEDS
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