
Session 3 - Cultural Issues

What is Progressive Christianity?


Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us - 
for it is written, “Cursed is everyone who is hanged on a tree.”


Galatians 3:13


What exactly is Progressive Christianity?  

The problem with progressive Christianity is that there is not an exact definition of this 
movement. Mama Bear Apologetics defines it as this: 

‘Grab a cup and label it Christian, and go down the line and put in a little bit of everything. A 
little bit of new spirituality, pluralism, self-helpism, feminism, marxism, relativism, naturalism, 
skepticism, postmodernism, and emotionalism. What new libation will you have created? You 
will be called - progressive Christianity. But be warned: This mixture isn’t harmless like the ones 
you create at a pizza joint. These ideas have life and death consequences.’ 

What do progressive Christians believe? Unlike historic Christianity, there are no creeds or 
official belief statements that outline a common and unifying set of doctrines. In fact, nothing 
will send progressives running faster than the dreaded “sin of certainty” which creeds tend to 
encourage. Progressive Christians David Felten and Jeff Procter-Murphy candidly admit this in 
their comprehensive survey of progressive Christianity: 


	 Traditional understandings of Christology, Atonement, and Incarnation are all in flux. In 	 	
	 fact, many people find these concepts to be irrelevant to contemporary spirituality. Yet 	 	
	 thinking theologically creates a disequilibrium that makes us continually rethink our 	 	
	 beliefs in light of our changing understanding and ongoing experiences.  

But in abandoning the essential doctrines of the faith, this rethinking will inevitably result in a 
religion that has its own dogmas. These dogmas will be fashioned according to the whims of 
culture and personal preference. The new sacred cow is that are NO sacred cows. 


So what are some of these tenaciously held doctrines of progressive Christianity? There are 
five key beliefs. 


1) A rejection of the exclusivity of Christianity (That Jesus is the only way to God) - For 
example in his 2016 “Everything is Spiritual” tour, Rob Bell gave a lecture in which he 
described God in terms of an “energy” and “force” that connects all things. When he got to 
the Jesus part of his story, he declared that when the apostles referred to “the Christ” they 
were referring to “a universal animating energy that holds the whole universe together.” 
Here, Rob loosely referenced Colossians 1:17: “He existed before anything else, and holds 
all creation together.” Rob described this as “Christ consciousness.” There are many 
people that say that Jesus just cannot be the only way to heaven, however we know the 
truth of the scripture. 


2) A rejection of the atoning blood sacrifice of Jesus on the cross. This core doctrine of 
Penal Substitutionary Atonement is under attack by the progressives. According to 
progressive Christianity, God is not wrathful, rather He is all loving and can just forgive. He 
doesn’t have to have a payment for sin. However, Christianity says the wrath of God is not 
a holy temper tantrum, it is a very controlled righteous anger against anything that 
contradicts the holy and perfect nature of God. Jesus willingly drank the cup of wrath so 
that we can be with him forever. 




3) A lowered view of scripture. Historically, Christians have viewed the Bible as inspired by 
God and authoritative for their lives. However, many Christians are abandoning biblical 
authority and turning to their own thoughts, feelings, and instincts as the final sources of 
truth. But make no mistake: If we evict the one true God from our throne of worship, we will 
replace him with ourselves. If we are the final source for “our truth” we can easily make 
God into our own image instead of the other way around. Progressive leader Brian McLaren 
suggests that Christians should change the way they read the Bible. Instead of reading it as 
an authoritative source for truth, he recommends it be as an “inspired library” that 
preserves the best attempts of our (apparently less enlightened) spiritual ancestors to 
understand God in their own cultures and times. He compares Scripture with fossils to be 
dusted off and observed, rather than a revelation from God that we are to obey. In other 
words, as we grow and become more enlightened, we can look back on what the biblical 
writers communicated, and understand better what they believed about God, even if what 
they wrote about Him wasn’t completely accurate. 


	 (This information is taken from Brian McLaren’s book A New Kind of Christianity: Ten 	 	
	 Questions that are Transforming the Faith)

4) A redefining of words - This often happens in words used to describe doctrine. For 

example, a person might say that they believe that the Bible is divinely inspired but what 
they actually mean is that the Bible is like a C.S. Lewis book. Meaning that Lewis was 
“inspired” to write Mere Christianity but they were still just his thoughts. It is very important 
to define terms when speaking with others about theology. 


5) A focus on social justice - True biblical justice is good. Jesus came to save the outcasts. 
In Mark 2:17, He said, “Those who are healthy do not need a physician, but those who are 
sick do. I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners.” All Christians recognize the 
need to reach the outcasts. Progressive Christians, however, have elevated social justice, 
confusing it for the gospel. Popular progressive blogger, author, and pastor John Pavlovitz 
plainly admits this. In his blog post defining progressive Christianity, he wrote, “We believe 
that social justice is the heart of the Gospel.” Love and justice are biblical concepts and 
attributes of God as long as defer to the biblical definitions of those words. But social 
justice is a cultural term that carries a lot of baggage. Aristotle defined justice as giving 
each person what was due him or her. Today, however, this term tends to be applied to 
whatever is the liberal “cause of the week.” Progressive Christians have adopted the 
cultural definition of social justice and retrofitted it to reinterpret Jesus’ teachings. But in 
reality, Jesus never affirmed sinful behaviors. He affirmed people, who were invited to 
repent, take up their cross, and follow Him. Without a biblical definition of justice, social 
justice becomes an entirely subjective and culturally adapted term. This is why so many 
progressive Christians are fighting for the acceptance of LGBTQ+ behavior, modern 
feminism, and abortion - all in the name of Christ. (But more to come on how progressive 
Christianity has ushered in these new movements that we have seen come up in our 
culture.  

How do we offer wisdom and discernment to people that have fallen into progressive 
Christianity? 

When progressives first came on the scene, they offered some critiques of evangelical 
Christian culture that were valid and sorely needed. They recognized the hypocrisy of 
condemning homosexuality while winking at the sin of gluttony. They acknowledged spiritual 
abuses and the damaging effects of legalism. They rightly pointed out that we shouldn’t be 
afraid to ask questions and think hard about what we believe and why. This is what makes 
progressive Christianity so attractive to so many people. It appears to be a safe place to 
process these concerns. However, instead of staying within the bounds of orthodox 
Christianity and bringing reform from within, progressives set their aim on the actual doctrines 



of Christianity rather than the abuses committed by Christians. Doctrine does not abuse 
people; people abuse people.  

Many have left historic Christianity due to abusive experiences in hyper fundamentalist 
churches. Others have left due to hypocrisy and lack of character in their church leaders. 
Others have found biblical morality to be too demanding or difficult. These reasons for 
departing the faith are understandable, but it is important to recognize that we can’t judge a 
belief system based on the abuses of some, and we can’t abandon objective truth because it 
appears too difficult to follow or seems to ask too much of us. 


As Christians, how do we avoid extremes and develop a biblical and healthy faith?  

We stand on the Word of God! The lesson we learn from all of this progressive Christianity 
business is that we have all kinds of information crashing into us, but it doesn’t have to send us 
swinging. This is why we have the Word of God. It is vital that we adhere to the doctrine of 
biblical authority if we want to have a healthy Christian life. Believing in Scripture’s authority is 
the only way to assure that your worldview is in line with reality. This is the key difference 
between progressive Christianity and historic Christianity. Through the ages, Christians have 
sought to submit their lives to the teachings of the Bible. Progressive Christians, however, see 
the Bible as a helpful resource but subject it to their own opinions and preferences. 


*parent tip 

This is a sober reminder to all of us parents and grandparents that we need to teach our kids to 
not let their hardships, sufferings, or perceived unanswered prayers dictate theology. What we 
believe about the Bible should be informed by the Bible, not our feelings, perceptions, and 
experiences. Christianity is not progressive; it’s eternal. When engaging in conversation with 
your child, remember to ask questions “How did you come up with this conclusion?” Or “Who/
what informed you of this idea?” Or “What does scripture say about this topic?” 

If you don’t know the answer to any of the things that your child says, don’t just make 
something up that sounds Christian. Get in the word and ask another believer that may know 
the answer.  

What is all of this about deconstructive moments that people are having and leaving the 
faith?   
If you are a part of the progressive movement then you will have a “deconstructive moment” 

This is a process where everything you have believed in the past is on the table and you are 
picking apart what you believe. Deconstruction is the “rite of passage” to be a progressive 
Christian. Deconstruction typically starts with highjacking words to make you believe 
something that you want to believe. For example, if you wanted to believe an object was a 
table or not, then you could use the right words to convince someone that it was a chair or not. 
This movement has caught on in social media and your children and grandchildren are seeing 
these people deconstruct their entire faith online. They are usually twisting scripture and 
abusing scripture to get an outcome that they want. To be more informed of what this 
deconstruction looks like, there are podcasts and other blogs that you can read online. I would 
warn you that it is merely an educational tool to be informed. They do not hold the Bible as 
inerrant or inspired by God. (See the resources at the bottom of this commentary)


How do we combat this? Study the real thing so that when a counterfeit comes along they 
know it’s not real. KNOW THE REAL THING! Don’t take even a pastor’s word for it. Study! 

Learn how we got our Bible. Study some apologetics.




Resources:  
NOT TO READ 
William Paul Young author of The Shack

Richard Rohr - The head of the Center for Action and Contemplation and has written many 
books including The Universal Christ and Falling Upward 
Pete Enns - He is the host of a popular podcast The Bible for Normal People, he has written 
over 20 books including the title The Sin of Certainty 

Rachel Evans - The late Rachel Evans was a blogger, columnist, and author. She wrote the 
book A Year of Biblical Womanhood.

Jen Hatmaker - She is an author, speaker, and blogger. She has written many books including 
For the Love: Fighting for Grace in a World of Impossible Standards

Greg Boyd - He is an author, pastor located in Minnesota. He has authored several books 
including Inspired Imperfection: How the Bible’s Problems Enhance its Divine Authority.

Brian McLaren - He is an author, speaker, and activist. He is the author of many books 
including The Great Spiritual Migration, Seeking Aliveness, and A New Kind of Christianity.


There are many other people that have paved the way for progressive Christianity but these are 
some prominent ones. Always be sure to find out what they believe before you start reading 
their opinions and letting those opinions influence you. 


Resources that you should read : 

Cold Case Christianity by J. Warner Wallace

I Don’t Have Enough Faith to be an Atheist by Norman Geisler and Frank Turek

Reasonable Faith by William Lane Craig

When God Goes to Starbucks - Paul Copan (anything by this author)

Another Gospel - by Alisa Childers

Mama Bear Apologetics Podcast Episode 63 Progressive Christianity: A Discussion with Alisa 
Childers 
Article Titled Teaching Our Kids To Spot Empty Statements on the Mama Bear Apologetics 
website. mamabearapologetics.com



