
Session 2 - Cultural Issues

Do all religions point to the same truth? Thoughts on religious pluralism and progressive 
Christianity


There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven 
given to people by which we must be saved.


Acts 4:12 


What are the major differences in major religions as compared to Christianity? 

Although the idea that all paths lead to the same truth sounds nice, the core beliefs of major 
religions contradict each other in logically irreconcilable ways. Consider the following sample of 
differences between Christianity and five other religions:


1) Judaism denies that Jesus was the promised Messiah. Christianity affirms that Jesus was 
the promised Messiah.


2) Islam affirms that Muhammad was the greatest prophet and that he fulfilled the ministry of 
Jesus. Christianity denies that Muhammad was a prophet at all. 


3) Christian Science denies the reality of sin. Christianity affirms the reality of sin and teaches 
that it’s an eternally significant problem that separates humans from God.


4) Mormonism affirms that there are three separate divine beings: the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Ghost. Christianity denies the existence of multiple divine beings and emphasizes 
there is one God existing in three persons (known as the Trinity). 


5) Hinduism affirms a cycle of rebirths (reincarnation) that leads to a person’s consciousness 
being absorbed into God or ultimate reality. Christianity denies reincarnation and teaches 
that a person has a single life, after which he or she will be judged. 


These are very small ways that all of these religions are different and entire lessons could be 
taught on each religion. These five samples are not small differences. Religions differ in their 
claims of where we came from, why we are here, the problem of evil, the nature of ultimate 
reality, and where we are eventually headed. There is simply no logical way that all of these 
contradictory claims can point to the same truth. In fact, if religious pluralism is true then 
Christianity is false because Jesus said He is the only way to God. (John 14:6 and Acts 4:12) 


In order to have a more full discussion of different religions, use the core doctrines of 
Christianity and refer to the pamphlet on what other religions view is on these doctrines.  

Religious Pluralism 

Imagine the following scenario: You are a math teacher and you are going over some 
homework in your class. It appears that each student has arrived at a different answer on the 
same problem. All the students were sincere about their answers. Most of them had worked 
hard to arrive at their solution and felt good about it. Some of them hadn’t given the problem 
much thought but figured their answer was close enough. And a few were unsure, but didn’t 
know how else to think about the problem. As the teacher, I decide to give all of them a score 
of 100% and tell them they were all correct- as long as they were sincere or tried hard. I also 
gave 100% to those who hadn’t tried hard, as long as their answer made them feel good. 
Would that have made me a good math teacher? Absolutely not! Why? Because regardless of 
how many different sincere answers they came up with, there was still only one correct answer. 




According to Mama Bear Apologetics:


‘Pluralism by definition, refers to a society with ethnic, racial, religious, social, and ideological 
diversity. But for our purposes, we want to discuss religious pluralism, the idea that all religions 
offer legitimate paths to God. It’s not just that many people have different religious ideas, but 
that they make truth claims (even contradicting ones) and assert they are equally valid… In a 
society where multiple religious beliefs coexist, secularism, colored with tolerance, leads to a 
false dichotomy that either 1) all religions are equally valid, or 2) no religion should be 
discussed. There is no middle ground. You must either affirm all religions or acknowledge none 
of them.’  Mama Bear Apologetics pages 186-187


Phrases that are said often in our society that are pluralistic in nature:

“It doesn’t matter what you believe as long as you’re sincere” 

“All paths lead to God, one way or another”


Four lies that religious pluralism promotes:


1) Sincere belief makes something true - One can sincerely believe something yet be 
sincerely wrong about it. A child can sincerely believe that he or she deserves to eat an 
entire box of cookies but they would be sincerely wrong. This same principle applies to 
religion. For example, if Becky says there is no god, I say there is one God in three persons, 
Jane says that there is a God but there is no Trinity, and Mary says there are 19 gods, we 
are all defining the essence of God differently and in ways that contradict. We cannot all be 
worshipping the same God if we define God in conflicting ways. Though different beliefs 
may be sincere, if they are contradictory, it means one of us is right and the rest are 
sincerely wrong.


2) It doesn’t matter who you worship, just that you worship - Not all worship is created 
equal. Just worshipping something doesn’t make what you’re worshipping true. Our desire 
to worship simply shows that we are doing what we are created to do- worship. But it is the 
object of our worship that matters. Worship isn’t always religious in nature. People worship 
sports teams, celebrities, hobbies, and more. There is nothing redeeming about worship if 
it’s directed toward the wrong object. That is why Jesus said we are to worship in spirit and 
truth. (John 4:24). Worship without sound doctrine is idolatry and is like inventing a god and 
deciding to worship that instead of worshipping the one true God.


3) All paths lead to God - Not only does it matter who we worship, but it matters who or 
what we trust for our eternity. Jesus said that He is the way, the truth, and the life, and no 
one comes to the Father but through Him. (John 14:6) This means people cannot get to 
God through Hinduism, Buddhism, or any other religion. Just because another belief 
system offers sincere worship doesn’t mean that system honors God or its path leads to 
Him. Worship must be done in spirit and truth, and this means worshipping God along and 
having faith in Jesus alone. 


4) The true gospel unites all people - FALSE! The gospel is divisive! When Jesus said that 
he brought peace on earth, He wasn’t talking about peace between people, but peace 
between people and God. Only through the sacrifice of Jesus on the cross can sinful 
mankind experience peace with a perfect holy God. Unfortunately, Jesus predicted quite 
the opposite. In Luke 12, He said “Do you think I came to bring peace on earth? No, I tell 
you, but division.” Yet shortly after this statement Jesus commanded us to live at peace 
with one another. That seems contradictory. But think about it like this: The gospel will 
divide people, but we are to live at peace with them. This is how we are to approach this 
pluralistic society in which we live. Typically unity has a positive connotation, but in reality, 
unity is neither morally good or bad. If we have unity with righteousness, that is good. If, 



however, we unify with evil, that’s not good. WE MUST BE CAREFUL TO NOT UNIFY 
SOLEY FOR UNITY’S SAKE! The Bible instructs us to be in unity with other like-minded 
believers. So consider the following quote: “The problem with unity is that it implies 
division. In order to unify over one thing, you have to divide from its opposite.” A practical 
example would be the “Coexist” bumper stickers that you have seen around. Why would it 
be better for the bumper sticker to say “Contradictory” instead of coexist? There is a huge 
difference between tolerating people and tolerating bad ideas. As Christians, we demolish 
arguments and NOT people. If we are not equipped with the truth, this concept will become 
difficult and we will quickly turn to demolishing people that do not think as we do. Examine 
the following scriptures for discussion: Ephesians 4:14-15, 2 Timothy 2:24-25, Titus 3:2, 1 
Peter 3:15.


Armed with this information, how do we sometimes unknowingly embrace religious pluralism?


What does religious pluralism do to our society? 


If you want to dive deeper before this session on Sunday, go to Sean McDowell’s webpage 
www.seanmcdowell.org He is an apologist and has many blog posts and several videos on 
tolerance, other religions, and how to interact with them. Another good resource is Alisa 
Childers. I got some of my information regarding religious pluralism from her blogs and books. 


http://www.seanmcdowell.org

