
7

6464

Values
God values all human life.

EZEKIEL 16:20-21; 23:36-39;  
PSALM 139:13-16
Values shape our priorities. We invest time, energy, money, and other 
resources into what we value. Our values also shape how we interact 
with others. For example, if we value our jobs or the tasks more 
than the people with whom we work, our interactions with others 
may become cold and calculated. We see them as objects—not as 
people. The Bible teaches that God values all human life; therefore, we 
should as well. 

How can a person’s values get in the way of treating others with dignity? 
What makes valuing others a vital characteristic for the believer? 
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UNDERSTAND THE CONTEXT 
EZEKIEL 16; 23; PSALM 139
Ezekiel 16 describes God’s grace to an unfaithful Jerusalem. The Lord 
had set His love on His people from the beginning (Ezek. 16:1-5). He 
established a covenant with them and provided for them (16:6-14). 
However, they took God’s blessings and used them to worship idols 
(16:15-19). They even sacrificed their children to pagan gods and 
entered into evil partnerships with other nations (16:20-34). God 
would bring judgment on His people (16:35-43); nevertheless, He 
would one day restore them. In that day, they would feel gratitude to 
Him but shame for their actions (16:53-63). 

Chapter 23 describes God’s judgment on Samaria and Jerusalem, 
the capitals of the Northern Kingdom of Israel and Southern Kingdom 
of Judah respectively. Ezekiel compared Samaria to a woman named 
Oholah and Jerusalem to a woman named Oholibah. Oholah acted 
unfaithfully toward the Lord and placed her faith in the Assyrians 
instead (23:5-10). Tragically, the Assyrians brought destruction on 
Samaria and the nation of Israel. Oholibah saw all this, yet acted 
even more wickedly than her sister (23:11-21). Therefore, God would 
humble Jerusalem and Judah and bring the nations in which she 
had trusted against her (23:22-35). God told Ezekiel to declare to 
Oholah and Oholibah their sins (23:36-49). The Lord would humble 
both nations and show them the extent of their evil, and when that 
happened, they would know He was the Lord.

In Psalm 139, David reflected on God’s power. The Lord knew him 
and understood everything about him (Ps. 139:1-6). The thought of 
such truths staggered David’s imagination. David affirmed that God’s 
presence extended throughout the universe (139:7-12); the Lord also 
was present with David. God’s care for him even extended to the 
womb of David’s mother, where God had formed him (139:13-16). 
David reflected on the Lord’s greatness (139:17-18). He also asked 
that God judge the wicked and protect him from such people (139:19-
22). David closed the psalm by asking God’s intervention in his life 
(139:23-24). He asked the Lord to help him remain true to Him and 
to lead him along the path God had determined for his life.
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These passages are bound together by God’s value of human life. In 
each setting, God reminds His people that humans are created in His 
image; therefore, all people are to be treated as valued by God. 

As you read Ezekiel 16:20-21; 23:36-39; and Psalm 139:13-16, look for 
ways people are valued or devalued in each passage. What impact does a 
person’s understanding of God have on how he or she treats others? 

EXPLORE THE TEXT
WRONGDOING IS JUSTIFIED (EZEK . 16:20-21)
20 “‘You even took your sons and daughters you bore to me and 
sacrificed them to these images as food. Wasn’t your prostitution 
enough? 21 You slaughtered my children and gave them up when 
you passed them through the fire to the images.’”

VERSES 20-21

Ezekiel spoke of the people of Israel as God’s bride (Ezek. 20:5-36). 
This was not uncommon. (See Isa. 54:6; Jer. 3:1; Ezek. 16:32; 
Hos. 2:2.) However, Israel often is portrayed as an adulterous wife in 
whom God is displeased. As a loving Husband, the Lord wanted His 
people to be a covenant people—a faithful wife.

The children first belonged  
to the Lord.

The people of Israel turned their backs on God and began 
worshiping idols, choosing to adopt their neighbors’ pagan worship 
practices. The worship of these idols included the sacrificing of 
their children, which was a disgrace to God and His purposes. The 
expression your sons and daughters you bore to me stresses the fact 
that the children first belonged to the Lord.

The origin of the practice of child sacrifice was the idol worship 
of the pagan god Molech. (See 2 Kings 23:10; Jer. 7:31.) The apparent 
purpose for the ceremony consisting of sacrificing children to Molech 
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was to plead with the pagan god for fertility and his supposed blessing 
of fruitfulness for people, livestock, and the land. 

The statement you slaughtered my children reaffirmed that their 
children belonged first to Him. God created life, and the parents did 
not have the right to determine when their children’s lives ended.

Parents did not have the right  
to determine when their  

children’s lives ended.
The ceremony of child sacrifice appears to have taken place in two 

stages. First, the children were slaughtered. Second, the children were 
passed … through the fire. If one was not horrible enough, the two 
were deplorable. 

God explicitly forbid the children of Israel of these practices. In 
Leviticus 18:21, He commanded: “You are not to sacrifice any of your 
children in the fire to Molech. Do not profane the name of your God; 
I am the Lord.” God takes sin seriously, especially when it comes to 
devaluing life. He stated His outrage for His people’s behavior, asking 
them a sarcastic question: Wasn’t your prostitution enough? They had 
turned their back on God, forgetting His gracious acts on their behalf. 
They engaged in illicit sexual activity as pagan worship rites and 
offered their own children as sacrifices. 

Forgetting God’s gracious acts on our behalf can lead to the 
devaluing of human life and unthinkable sinful action. The prophets 
condemned social injustice, particularly when the strong oppressed 
the weak. Isaiah, for example, focused on widows and orphans—two 
groups in society who often suffered because they lacked people to 
advocate for them (Isa. 1:17). The strong oppressed the weak, and 
rulers accepted bribes and perverted justice (Isa. 1:23). 

How would you characterize the logic of sacrificing a child for the purpose 
of gaining a favor? What are the dangers of forgetting that all blessings—
including children—come from God?
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CALLOUSNESS BECOMES THE NORM (EZEK . 23:36-39)
36 Then the Lord said to me, “Son of man, will you pass judgment 
against Oholah and Oholibah? Then declare their detestable 
practices to them. 37 For they have committed adultery, and blood is 
on their hands; they have committed adultery with their idols. And 
the children they bore to me they have sacrificed in the fire as food 
for the idols. 38 They also did this to me: they defiled my sanctuary 
on that same day and profaned my Sabbaths. 39 On the same day 
they slaughtered their children for their idols, they entered my 
sanctuary to profane it. Yes, that is what they did inside my house.”

VERSES 36-39

In Ezekiel 23, God instructed Ezekiel to confront •Oholah 
(representing Samaria) and •Oholibah (representing Jerusalem). As 
such, they represented the Northern and Southern Kingdoms. They 
had been involved with adultery, murder, idolatry, child sacrifice, 
defilement of the sanctuary, and desecration of the Sabbath. As a 
consequence, God acted as a judge and confronted the sisters for their 
sins. The Lord was bringing charges before them. 

They did this to me, the Lord said. Israel had been unfaithful 
to God, committing adultery with their  idols. The children they 
sacrificed in the fire as food for the idols were His children—children 
they bore to me. They defiled His sanctuary. They profaned His 
Sabbaths. In other words, all the sinful acts that the people of Israel 
did were directly against the Lord. 

The word translated defiled describes their rendering God’s temple 
unclean through immorality. The people thought they were being 
holy if they merely entered the temple area, yet their unclean lives 
defiled the temple. (See also Jer. 7:3-4; Hag. 2:11-14.) They continued 
their pagan ways even as they continued to worship God in the 
temple. They were so calloused that they entered the sanctuary to 
worship God after sacrificing their children to idols. Over time, 
people can become so calloused by their sin that they no long revere 
God’s holiness.

God’s declaration that the people profaned my Sabbaths meant 
they were not honoring the day as He had commanded (Ex. 20:8-11). 
They treated it as common rather than setting it apart as a special 
day. The prophet Amos described how God’s people saw the Sabbath 
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as a burden. They could not wait for it to end so they could resume 
cheating people (Amos 8:4-6). They did not honor His Sabbath, and 
the rest of the week they lived wickedly as well.

These acts were so shameful that judgment had to take place. The 
image Ezekiel presented was much like a sentencing of punishment 
in a courtroom of heinous crimes. The acts of the sisters were not 
acceptable behavior for anyone, especially those in a covenant 
relationship with the Lord. 

What safeguards might a person put in place to keep from becoming 
calloused toward sin? 

GOD’S TRUTH REVEALED (PS . 139:13-16)
13 For it was you who created my inward parts; you knit me together 
in my mother’s womb. 14 I will praise you because I have been 
remarkably and wondrously made. Your works are wondrous, and I 
know this very well. 15 My bones were not hidden from you when I 
was made in secret, when I was formed in the depths of the earth. 
16 Your eyes saw me when I was formless; all my days were written 
in your book and planned before a single one of them began.

VERSES 13-14

Two truths surface about God in these verses: He is both omnipotent 
(all powerful) and omniscient (all knowing). The Lord alone is the One 
who has created us. Every person is created in the image of God.

The psalmist expanded this idea as he noted how he was made. The 
Lord created his inward parts and knit him together in his mother’s 
womb. The formation of a person in the womb is God’s sacred work. 
Abortion is wrong because it interrupts the creation process, the 
process that begins at conception. It devalues the life God has created.

God has a purpose for each one of us. We cannot be who and 
what we are supposed to be without our Creator. One of those 
purposes is to bring Him praise. Verse 14 stresses: I will praise 
you. Twice David used the word wonderful (wondrously, wondrous). 
God’s craftsmanship of each person is remarkable. Even David’s 
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limited knowledge of how God made him staggered his imagination. 
The Lord had made no one else exactly like David. Modern technology 
now can document the amazing growth of babies within their 
mothers’ wombs and enables us to see life there as never before. God 
gives each child distinctive qualities, and the world can benefit in a 
specific way from those distinctive qualities.

VERSES 15-16

David affirmed that God saw him inside his mother’s womb: my bones 
were not hidden from you. God saw and cared for David when he was 
made in secret. David used an unusual metaphor in exclaiming: I 
was formed in the depths of the earth. The Hebrew word translated 
formed is used elsewhere in Scripture to describe the weaving of multi-
colored cloth for the tabernacle (See Ex. 26:36; 27:16.) The expression 
depths of the earth occurs elsewhere in the Scriptures as well. (See Ps. 
63:9; Isa. 44:23.) David used it in a figurative sense to describe the 
womb’s dark and hidden interior. There, in a hidden place no one else 
could see, God prepared David for life in His world.

All human life is of value  
and should be protected.

The psalmist conveyed his fascination with the creation of a child 
and God’s role in that creation. He declared that God planned the 
conception of the child, knowing the number of days for that person 
even before the child was born. God used similar language when 
He called Jeremiah to be His prophet. He chose Jeremiah before He 
formed him in the womb, and He set him apart before birth (Jer. 1:5). 
God saw David’s life and purpose from beginning to end—even before 
David was born. A thousand years later, the apostle Paul would affirm 
that David served God’s purpose in his own generation (Acts 13:36). 

KE Y DOCTRINE:  The Christian and the Social Order

We should speak on behalf of the unborn and contend for the sanctity 
of all human life from conception to natural death. (See Matt. 5:14-16.)
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God saw David’s life and purpose from beginning to end—even before 
David was born. A thousand years later, the apostle Paul would affirm 
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KE Y DOCTRINE:  The Christian and the Social Order

We should speak on behalf of the unborn and contend for the sanctity 
of all human life from conception to natural death. (See Matt. 5:14-16.)

Likewise, God has a plan for each one of us. All human life is of value 
and should be protected.

God’s salvation is based on God’s value of human life. Peter 
declared that God desires no one to perish but all to come to 
repentance (2 Pet. 3:9). He gave His Son for this very purpose. God is 
not a discriminator of persons. He loves all people (1 John 4:9). Paul 
wrote that “God proves his own love toward us in that while we were 
still sinners, Christ died for us” (Rom. 5:8).

What do these verses teach us about the value of human life from its 
beginning? What can you do in your church and in your community to 
demonstrate your affirmation of the value of life?

How does God’s offering salvation to all people demonstrate the value of 
all individuals? 

BIBLE SKILL:   Read, reflect on, and react emotionally to  
a Bible verse. 

Read Psalm 139:13-16 several times, slowly and reflectively. Read 
it aloud and ponder the significance of each phrase and expression. 
Make note of your thoughts. How do the verses move you emotionally? 
How does recognition of God’s tender care over your development even 
in the womb inspire you?
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APPLY THE TEXT
• Forgetting God’s gracious acts on our behalf can lead to the 

devaluing of human life and unthinkable sins.
• Over time, people can become so calloused to their sin that they no 

longer revere God’s holiness.
• All human life is of value and should be protected.

List ways God has been gracious to you. Take time to thank Him for acting 
on your behalf. 

What actions do you need to take to be more aware of your sin?  
What safeguards have you put in place to protect you from becoming 
callous toward sin?

As a group, discuss needs in your community for demonstrating that all 
people are valued. How can your group help meet some of those needs?

PRAYER NEEDS
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