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Offers
God brings life to His people.

EZEKIEL 37:1-14  
Sometimes we talk about the gospel’s power to help us live better 
lives. Other times, we may talk about the blessing of having Jesus 
to help us with our problems. But at its core, the gospel is not about 
making bad people good. The Bible tells us we were dead in our sins, 
yet God made us alive through Jesus (Eph. 2:1-5). The gospel, then, is 
about making dead people alive. This is good news—really good news!

What makes Jesus’ offer of salvation through faith in Him good news? 

S E S S I O N  6



UNDERSTAND THE CONTEXT
EZEKIEL 33:1–48:35
The themes of judgment and hope run throughout Ezekiel, illustrating 
how God was going to refine and restore His people. At the beginning 
of chapter 33, the Lord reminded Ezekiel of his duty as a watchman 
(Ezek. 33:1-9). The people thought their situation hopeless but failed to 
see God’s plan (33:10-16). Even the news of Jerusalem’s capture did not 
mean God’s purpose was done (33:21-29). 

God lamented that His people had no faithful leaders to shepherd 
them (34:1-10). He Himself would shepherd His people (34:11-31). 
Though He had punished them for their sins, He would restore them 
to the land and put a new heart and spirit within them to serve Him 
(36:22-38). 

The Lord showed Ezekiel a vision of a valley of dry bones (37:1-14). 
He demonstrated to His prophet that these bones could once again 
take life and become a great people. God would reunite the kingdoms 
of Israel and Judah (37:15-23) and would place a descendant of David 
on the throne to lead them (37:24-28). 

Through Ezekiel, the Lord warned that a great invasion of Israel 
was coming (38:1-23). However, God would intervene and save His 
people (39:1-24). He would restore them and pour out His spirit on 
them (39:25-29).

In chapters 40–48, God described a glorious future day of 
restoration for Jerusalem and His people. God’s glory, which had 
departed the temple prior to its destruction (see 11:22-23), would 
return, and sacrifice and offerings would resume (43:1-27). The Lord 
would cause living water to flow from the temple and revitalize the 
land (47:1-12). He would restore the land to Israel, and the people 
would divide it up according to their tribes (47:13–48:29). The city’s 
new name—“The Lord Is There” (48:35)—would be the most 
important feature of all. 

As you read Ezekiel 37:1-14, circle the words that point to God as giving 
life. How does God’s ability to give life bring hope? 
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EXPLORE THE TEXT
THE POTENTIAL (EZEK . 37:1-6)
1 The hand of the Lord was on me, and he brought me out by his 
Spirit and set me down in the middle of the valley; it was full of 
bones. 2 He led me all around them. There were a great many of 
them on the surface of the valley, and they were very dry. 3 Then 
he said to me, “Son of man, can these bones live?” I replied, “Lord 
God, only you know.” 4 He said to me, “Prophesy concerning these 
bones and say to them: Dry bones, hear the word of the Lord! 
5 This is what the Lord God says to these bones: I will cause breath 
to enter you, and you will live. 6 I will put tendons on you, make 
flesh grow on you, and cover you with skin. I will put breath in you 
so that you come to life. Then you will know that I am the Lord.”

VERSES 1-3 

The Spirit of God took the prophet to a valley of dry bones. Whenever 
the Lord gave a vision to Ezekiel, it was for spiritual insight (1:1-3; 
8:1-2; 10:1). The visions allowed the prophet to know the Lord’s 
purposes for His people. 

There were two notable features about this valley: it was full of 
bones, and they were very dry. As a priest, Ezekiel would have been 
troubled that the corpses of the many had not been properly buried. 
Moreover, the dryness of the bones represented how long those bones 
had laid in the valley.

One reason the Spirit of God brought Ezekiel to the valley was to 
remind him of Israel’s past. They had lost their battles because they 
did not follow the Lord. In the days of Joshua, Israel was defeated at 
Ai because of the sin of Achan (Josh. 7). Until that sin was addressed, 
the children of Israel were unable to move forward. In Ezekiel’s day, 
God judged the people of Israel because they had pursued idols (Ezek. 
14:1-11). The image of the dry bones was that all hope was gone.

The sight of the bones was both astonishing and perplexing. As 
Ezekiel evaluated the devastation left in the valley, the Lord asked 
him: “Son of man, can these bones live?” The sight before Ezekiel 
confirmed that death was the conclusion to life as man knew it. 
Yet, he was seemingly amazed by the question. His response was: 
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“Lord God, only you know.” If anyone could bring life out of this 
situation, God could. So the prophet turned the question back to Him.

Does Ezekiel’s response in verse 3—“Lord God, only you know”—express 
hope or disbelief? Explain.

VERSES 4-6

The bones before Ezekiel had no life in them. They represented people 
who had died in Israel and those taken into exile. But God directed 
the prophet to speak to the bones, declaring that the Lord would 
cause the dry bones to live once again. Even though those who died 
in exile might not live again physically, their children would return to 
the land. They would not be corpses in a foreign land; they would be 
living beings in their own land. 

There are other places in Scripture where God breathed life into a 
person. God created man from the dust of the earth, and He breathed 
life so that the man became a living being (Gen. 2:7). After the death 
and resurrection of Jesus—when the disciples were together in a 
room—Jesus entered and showed them His hands and feet. Then 
Jesus commissioned them and “breathed on them” (John 20:22). 
Twice in verses 5-6, God told Ezekiel to inform the exiles that He 
would breathe life into them. 

God had the power to rescue,  
restore, and redeem.

God had a plan for His people: He would fulfill the promise He 
had made to them, and He would demonstrate His sovereignty. Even 
though the people of Israel appeared hopelessly lost, God had the 
power to rescue, restore, and redeem.

What makes seeing the potential for God to work so important when it 
comes to sharing God’s plan for redemption? 
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THE PRESENTATION (EZEK . 37:7-10)
7 So I prophesied as I had been commanded. While I was 
prophesying, there was a noise, a rattling sound, and the bones 
came together, bone to bone. 8 As I looked, tendons appeared on 
them, flesh grew, and skin covered them, but there was no breath 
in them. 9 He said to me, “Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, son of 
man. Say to it: This is what the Lord God says: Breath, come from 
the four winds and breathe into these slain so that they may live!” 
10 So I prophesied as he commanded me; the breath entered them, 
and they came to life and stood on their feet, a vast army.

VERSES 7-8

In obedience to God’s command, Ezekiel prophesied to the dry 
bones. Obedience to God is an essential element in this passage, for 
it allowed Ezekiel to see the Lord’s intended purpose for His people. 
Ezekiel’s obedience to God immediately afforded him with a blessing, 
for the bones came together. The scene must have been shocking to 
Ezekiel. There was a noise as the bones came together. The same word 

BIBLE SKILL:   Notice repeated words or phrases in  
a Bible passage. 

The expression “(then) you will know that I am the Lord” occurs 
three times in Ezekiel 37:1-14 (vv. 6,13,14). What does this statement’s 
repetition communicate in the overall passage? What works of God are 
associated with this statement? What works of God help us see that 
He is God?
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translated noise was used when the man and woman “heard the sound 
of the Lord God walking in the garden” after they had eaten the fruit 
(Gen. 3:8). Ezekiel further described the noise as a rattling sound. 

The Lord then added tendons and flesh to the bones. Yet the 
bodies before Ezekiel were still lifeless. There was the potential of 
life, but without breath, it was only a possibility. Ezekiel recognized 
the problem, and perhaps noted to the Lord that the bodies did not 
have life. 

What role did Ezekiel’s obedience in delivering God’s message play in 
this event? 

VERSES 9-10

The dry bones were now corpses lying on the ground. Twice, God 
commanded Ezekiel to prophesy to the breath. The word translated 
breath (also translated “wind” or “Spirit”) is used ten times in 
verses 1-10. As Ezekiel prophesied, the Spirit of the Lord added breath 
to the bodies. Those once dry bones stood on their feet and became a 
vast army. 

According to Scripture, we were dead in our sins, but God made us 
alive with Christ (Eph. 2:1-5). When we believe, the Holy Spirit enters 
our hearts and makes us new creatures (Eph. 1:13-14; 2 Cor. 5:17). 
When we share our faith with others, we are God’s instruments; the 
Holy Spirit works through us to bring about new life in the person 
who responds to the gospel message.

When Ezekiel obeyed and prophesied to the dry bones, God 
brought life to the dead bodies. Standing before Ezekiel was a 
fulfillment of God’s promise. He used Ezekiel as His instrument 
in restoring life to God’s people as the prophet delivered the Lord’s 
message. Not only did the Lord bring these dry bones to life, but He 
demonstrated that He is sovereign over all.

How does God use His messengers to bring about life in today’s world? 
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THE PROMISE (EZEK . 37:11-14)
11 Then he said to me, “Son of man, these bones are the whole 
house of Israel. Look how they say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and 
our hope has perished; we are cut off.’ 12 Therefore, prophesy and 
say to them, ‘This is what the Lord God says: I am going to open 
your graves and bring you up from them, my people, and lead 
you into the land of Israel. 13 You will know that I am the Lord, 
my people, when I open your graves and bring you up from them. 
14 I will put my Spirit in you, and you will live, and I will settle you 
in your own land. Then you will know that I am the Lord. I have 
spoken, and I will do it. This is the declaration of the Lord.’” 

VERSES 11-14

God directed Ezekiel to prophesy to all the Israelites. The Israelites as 
two different nations had failed—the Northern Kingdom in 722 BC 
to the Assyrians and the Southern Kingdom to the Babylonians in 
586 BC. God revealed to Ezekiel that His message was to all of the 
Israelites: these bones are the whole house of Israel. 

We face the challenge of choosing 
to believe God’s promises when 

life’s circumstances seem to 
contradict His Word.

God’s people testified: our bones are dried up and our hope 
has perished. The lamenting words, we are cut off, denoted great 
despair. When the Babylonians attacked Jerusalem, God’s people 
faced horrific circumstances, which the Book of Lamentations 
describes in detail (Lam. 2:19-21). At the end of Lamentations, the 
writer even pondered whether God had cast aside His people forever 
(Lam. 5:22). Ezekiel’s audience was struggling with painful memories 
and questions. Likewise, we face the challenge of choosing to believe 
God’s promises when life’s circumstances seem to contradict His 
Word. In such difficult times, we can continue to trust Him.

God addressed the people’s hopeless attitude. Ezekiel’s words, 
this is what the Lord God says, reminded the people that he brought 
God’s message, not his own. My people affirmed God’s relationship 
with them. God further assured them He would lead them back into 
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the land of Israel. He would bring them back to life, and He would 
lead them home. They were once like the dry bones, but God offered 
them hope. The purpose in God doing so was that they would know 
He is Lord. 

God offers hope for a future to those 
who trust in Him. 

Many New Testament passages testify to God’s promise of 
new life through faith in Jesus Christ. Perhaps one of the most 
compelling stories is the narrative of the woman who was caught 
in adultery (John 8:1-12). Her life was ruined because of her sin. 
The Pharisees and scribes brought the woman to Jesus to stone her. 
When Jesus took control of the situation, one by one her accusers 
departed. The Lord sent her on her way and told her to sin no more, 
stating: “I am the light of the world. Anyone who follows me will 
never walk in the darkness but will have the light of life” (John 8:12). 
Religion offered her guilt and shame; Jesus offered her forgiveness 
and hope. 

God offers hope to those who trust in Him. He has a glorious 
future for His children. Jesus came so people could have life as it 
was meant to be (John 10:10). This includes not only this life but the 
eternal life to come. The promise of life is to all those who receive His 
Son Jesus Christ by faith. As we repent of our sins and place our faith 
in Jesus, we receive salvation and the abundant life He offers. 

KE Y DOCTRINE:  Salvation (Regeneration)

Regeneration, or the new birth, is a work of God’s grace whereby 
believers become new creatures in Christ Jesus. (See 2 Cor. 5:17.)
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APPLY THE TEXT
• God calls on believers to see the potential in all lost people.
• God uses believers to bring new life to those who are dead in their 

sins but will trust in Jesus Christ.
• God offers hope for a future to those who trust in Him.

List the names or initials of people you believe to be beyond hope or 
least likely to respond to Jesus. Pray that God will soften your heart 
toward them. 

As a group, discuss how willing we are to search out the lost and do 
whatever it takes to share with them about Jesus. How can the group be 
more obedient in telling others about Jesus? 

Record how God worked in your life to help you realize your need for 
Jesus. How did you respond to His offer of redemption? If you have not 
responded, with whom can you talk today about doing so? 

PRAYER NEEDS

 

the land of Israel. He would bring them back to life, and He would 
lead them home. They were once like the dry bones, but God offered 
them hope. The purpose in God doing so was that they would know 
He is Lord. 

God offers hope for a future to those 
who trust in Him. 

Many New Testament passages testify to God’s promise of 
new life through faith in Jesus Christ. Perhaps one of the most 
compelling stories is the narrative of the woman who was caught 
in adultery (John 8:1-12). Her life was ruined because of her sin. 
The Pharisees and scribes brought the woman to Jesus to stone her. 
When Jesus took control of the situation, one by one her accusers 
departed. The Lord sent her on her way and told her to sin no more, 
stating: “I am the light of the world. Anyone who follows me will 
never walk in the darkness but will have the light of life” (John 8:12). 
Religion offered her guilt and shame; Jesus offered her forgiveness 
and hope. 

God offers hope to those who trust in Him. He has a glorious 
future for His children. Jesus came so people could have life as it 
was meant to be (John 10:10). This includes not only this life but the 
eternal life to come. The promise of life is to all those who receive His 
Son Jesus Christ by faith. As we repent of our sins and place our faith 
in Jesus, we receive salvation and the abundant life He offers. 

KE Y DOCTRINE:  Salvation (Regeneration)

Regeneration, or the new birth, is a work of God’s grace whereby 
believers become new creatures in Christ Jesus. (See 2 Cor. 5:17.)

63Se ssion 6 :  O f fers


