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Warns
God offers grace to the humble and brings down the proud.

EZEKIEL 28:11-19,25-26 
Aesop’s tale of a race between the tortoise and the hare—the 
persistent turtle beating the overconfident rabbit—often gets repeated 
in real life. The phenomenon is part of being human; we celebrate 
ourselves and, in the process, we lose sight of the goal. Ezekiel 
addressed a confident king who was counting his victories. Yet this 
proud king ultimately would fall. 

How would you define the difference between confidence and pride?  
What would you use to illustrate the difference?   

Dat e of My Bi bl e St u dy: _________
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UNDERSTAND THE CONTEXT
EZEKIEL 25:1–32:32
Around 605 BC, Babylon made its first attack on Jerusalem. In 
597 BC, a second raid of Judah was launched by the Babylonians. 
Then in 586 BC, the third and final invasion of Judah and Jerusalem 
took place. Many died in these invasions, however, some Jews were 
taken into Babylonian exile. 

Surrounding nations delighted in Judah’s downfall. Consequently, 
those nations—Ammon, Moab, Edom, Philistia, Tyre, Sidon, and 
Egypt—would not escape God’s judgment (Ezek. 25:1–32:32). Tyre 
(26:2-4) gets a large amount of attention in Ezekiel (26:1–28:19). It was 
situated on the coast and known for its wealth, which it obtained from 
commercial trade and an abundance of natural resources. Even though 
the city was great and respected by all nations, its destruction was 
imminent. 

In chapter 28, God specifically addressed the king of Tyre. God 
had allowed the king to have a special position in a distinctive 
place. Yet the king didn’t recognize God’s hand in his success. 
Instead, he believed that he obtained all he had through his own 
prowess. Through Ezekiel, God pronounced His judgment on the 
arrogant ruler.

God also pronounced judgment on the king of Egypt (29:1–32:32). 
Ezekiel announced to Pharaoh that he and Egypt would be like 
a crocodile; the Lord would drag him from his nesting place into 
the desert. Once there, surrounding nations would rummage over 
Pharaoh. After a time, he would return, but Egypt would never return 
to its glory days.

In Ezekiel 28:25-26 is a promise of hope for Israel. Even though 
God’s people had been conquered and dispersed, the Lord had not 
forsaken them. He would resettle His people in the land He had given 
them, and He would punish their enemies. God provided the exiles 
with a prophet—Ezekiel—to let the people of Israel know He was 
not finished with them. He was going to bring them back to their 
land (Ezek. 28:25-26). The people would know that the Lord is the 
sovereign King. 
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As you read Ezekiel 28:11-19,25-26, circle words that show God’s grace 
and underline words that display His judgment. How does this passage 
demonstrate the balance between God’s grace and judgment?  

EXPLORE THE TEXT
PAST GLORY (EZEK . 28:11-15)
11 The word of the Lord came to me: 12 “Son of man, lament for the 
king of Tyre and say to him, ‘This is what the Lord God says: You 
were the seal of perfection, full of wisdom and perfect in beauty. 
13 You were in Eden, the garden of God. Every kind of precious 
stone covered you: carnelian, topaz, and diamond, beryl, onyx, and 
jasper, lapis lazuli, turquoise and emerald. Your mountings and 
settings were crafted in gold; they were prepared on the day you 
were created. 14 You were an anointed guardian cherub, for I had 
appointed you. You were on the holy mountain of God; you walked 
among the fiery stones. 15 From the day you were created you were 
blameless in your ways until wickedness was found in you.

VERSES 11-12 

God told Ezekiel to lament for the king of •Tyre. The ruler’s arrogance 
had come before the Lord. Chapter 27 noted that the city of Tyre had 
become proud because of its beauty and wealth. Tyre’s king thought of 
himself as divine. Likely it was his position as a ruler and his ability to 
acquire wealth that caused him to think more highly of himself than 
he should. 

The king of Tyre is described as the seal of perfection. In the 
ancient world, kings and other high officials carried seals with them. 
Seals typically contained a unique insignia that would authenticate 
a document. We sometimes use the expression “seal of approval” in 
similar fashion. By God’s grace, Tyre’s ruler had received much. The 
Lord had allowed the king the wisdom to be exceedingly successful. 
This success included the ability to make decisions so that he could 
carry out undertakings that made Tyre quite notable. (See chap. 27.) 
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VERSES 13-15

Ezekiel said that the king of Tyre was in Eden, the garden of God. 
Some Bible scholars have connected the king of Tyre with Adam, the 
first man. Both held privileged positions, yet God humbled them 
when they became proud and sought to be like Him (Gen. 3:17-19). 
Others see parallels to Satan, the serpent in the garden of Eden (Gen. 
3:1-6). We need to be cautious here since Ezekiel was specifically 
addressing Tyre’s king. The king was being compared to Adam in the 
garden; he was in an exalted position, but he would lose it.

Ezekiel also described the king as covered with many jewels. The 
precious stone highlights his wealth and power. God had chosen Tyre’s 
king for a special purpose and privileged him with wisdom, power, 
and luxury. The words I had appointed you reminded Tyre’s king that, 
whether he recognized God or not, God was the source of his blessing.

Ezekiel then brought the king’s indictment: wickedness was 
found in you. Tyre’s king had enjoyed success, but his wickedness was 

BIBLE SKILL:   Use a concordance and/or Bible dictionary to  
learn more about a group or location.

Use a concordance to find references to Tyre in Scripture and read an 
article in a Bible dictionary about Tyre. Note your findings about Tyre’s 
role and importance in the history of God’s people. In what ways was 
Tyre a source of blessing? In what ways was Tyre a source of judgment 
or injustice? What determined when they were a blessing and a source 
of judgment?
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exposed. He ignored God’s hand and viewed all his privilege as the 
product of his own hand. Proverbs 16:18 states: “Pride comes before 
destruction, and an arrogant spirit before a fall.”

A person’s true character will be revealed in time. Almost everyone 
can act righteously in certain situations, but over time a person’s lack 
of integrity will be manifested. 

How does success open the door for people to see a person’s true 
character? What makes success a difficult thing to handle? 

REBELLION DENOUNCED (EZEK . 28:16-19)
16 Through the abundance of your trade, you were filled with 
violence, and you sinned. So I expelled you in disgrace from the 
mountain of God, and banished you, guardian cherub, from among 
the fiery stones. 17 Your heart became proud because of your 
beauty; For the sake of your splendor you corrupted your wisdom. 
So I threw you down to the ground; I made you a spectacle before 
kings. 18 You profaned your sanctuaries by the magnitude of your 
iniquities in your dishonest trade. So I made fire come from within 
you, and it consumed you. I reduced you to ashes on the ground 
in the sight of everyone watching you. 19 All those who know you 
among the peoples are appalled at you. You have become an object 
of horror and will never exist again.’” 

VERSE 16

Tyre was a coastal city that allowed for various nations to trade with 
it. The king himself was a significant reason for the success of Tyre. 

DID YOU KNOW?

David used builders and materials from Tyre to construct his palace 
(2 Sam. 5:11); Solomon used materials and builders from Tyre to 
construct the temple (1 Kings 5:1,8-9,18). 
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VERSE 16

Tyre was a coastal city that allowed for various nations to trade with 
it. The king himself was a significant reason for the success of Tyre. 

DID YOU KNOW?

David used builders and materials from Tyre to construct his palace 
(2 Sam. 5:11); Solomon used materials and builders from Tyre to 
construct the temple (1 Kings 5:1,8-9,18). 

He appeared to take advantage of an already successful economy. The 
manner that the text is stated suggests the leader was appealing and 
astute. These two qualities may have allowed him to be effective in 
commercial trade and able to bring even greater wealth to Tyre. 

As the king’s accomplishments increased, his attitude changed. 
Note verse 5: “By your great skill in trading you have increased your 
wealth, but your heart has become proud because of your wealth.” The 
king started to believe that he was entitled. 

Tyre had become prideful, which led to sinful actions. The nation 
became known for tyranny. Greed led to oppression. Paul reminded 
Timothy that the love of money was a root for all kinds of evil 
(1 Tim. 6:10). Tyre is an example of how greed leads to evil actions. 

Though the people of Tyre were responsible for their sins, the king 
was even more responsible. Therefore, God held the leader accountable 
for the sins of his followers. God would eventually bring the city 
down, with others looking on in horror (v. 19). 

VERSES 17-19

The arrogance of Tyre’s king came from his beauty. This beauty led to 
conceit that continued to grow out of control. Instead of recognizing 
God as sovereign Ruler, the king of Tyre set up idols. The word 
translated sanctuaries could be a reference to pagan worship sites. 
Idolatry apparently caused Tyre to follow dishonest practices instead 
of godly principles. 

How could a nation that was so powerful and prominent fall? The 
problem of the nation was an issue of the human heart. The seeds 
that lead to a nation’s judgment come from the inside. Arrogance and 
selfish pride will lead to judgment by God.

What makes arrogance and pride so dangerous? Can arrogance and pride 
be avoided? Explain.
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HOPE STIRRED (EZEK . 28:25-26)
25 “‘This is what the Lord God says: When I gather the house 
of Israel from the peoples where they are scattered, I will 
demonstrate my holiness through them in the sight of the 
nations, and they will live in their own land, which I gave to my 
servant Jacob. 26 They will live there securely, build houses, and 
plant vineyards. They will live securely when I execute judgments 
against all their neighbors who treat them with contempt. Then 
they will know that I am the Lord their God.’”

VERSE 25

The assurance of God’s grace provides comfort. God instructed 
Ezekiel to share His plan with the exiles. God had a purpose in 
sending His people to Babylon. His desire was for them to know Him 
and to live holy lives before Him. During the exile, the people were 
challenged and motivated to seek God. Then, after a period of time, 
God returned the exiles to Judah. (See Jer. 29:10-14.)

Verse 25 stresses this important thought: When I gather the 
house of Israel from the peoples where they are scattered, I will 
demonstrate my holiness through them in the sight of the nations, 
and they will live in their own land. The Hebrew word translated 
holiness carries the idea of separateness. God would separate His 
people for Himself when He gathered them from other nations. 
Many would recognize His holiness through this event. God gave 
His people a particular land in a particular place in the world at a 
particular time in history. He promised that gift generations earlier 
to His servant Jacob (see Gen. 28:13-15) and fulfilled His promise 
when He brought Israel into the land under Joshua’s leadership. (See 
Josh. 11:43-45.) God never abandons His promises. 

KE Y DOCTRINE:  God the Father

God as Father reigns with providential care over His universe, His 
creatures, and the flow of the stream of human history according to 
the purposes of His grace. (See Isa. 43:15.)
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KE Y DOCTRINE:  God the Father

God as Father reigns with providential care over His universe, His 
creatures, and the flow of the stream of human history according to 
the purposes of His grace. (See Isa. 43:15.)

How are God’s promises an expression of His grace? What role does His 
grace play in God remaining faithful to His promises? 

VERSE 26

God’s promise through His prophet Ezekiel provided reassurance to a 
people living in exile. Ezekiel affirmed God’s people would live there 
securely, build houses, and plant vineyards. Building and planting 
represented stability. The people would resettle the land and grow 
crops without fear. 

The neighboring countries, however, would not experience the 
same peace. The Lord would execute judgments against all their 
neighbors who treat them with contempt. When God’s people saw 
Him restore them and judge their enemies, they would know that I 
am the Lord their God. Those who oppose God will see His power in 
judgment; those who love God will experience His power in salvation. 

God’s grace remains available through 
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Grace is found in repentance that leads to holy living. Today, God’s 
grace remains available through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. We 
cannot merely say to God, “I’m sorry,” then continue to live sinful 
lives. Through repentance and faith we become children of God, and 
then we demonstrate our relationship to Him by living holy lives 
(Rom. 2:4; 3:21-31). Further, believers can know that one day we will 
enjoy face-to-face fellowship with Him forever. (See 1 John 3:2.) 

How does God’s offer of grace to those who repent serve as motivation for 
living holy lives?
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APPLY THE TEXT
• A person’s true character will be revealed in time.
• Selfish pride leads to sin and judgment by God.
• Grace is found in repentance that leads to holy living.

How might the people who have known you the longest describe your 
character? What adjustments do you need to make in light of how they 
might describe you?

Discuss as a group ways of safeguarding ourselves from arrogance 
and pride. What role should the Bible study group play in building 
those safeguards? 

Ask God to help you examine your life for areas of pride, especially ways 
in which this pride gets in the way of holy living. Confess these areas to 
God and ask Him to show you how to honor Him in these areas. Record 
what He reveals to you. 

PRAYER NEEDS
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