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Judges
God judges those who reject Him as Lord.

EZEKIEL 20:1-14 
Most of us have seen a number pop up on our phone and ignored it. 
We may ignore the call not because we don’t recognize the number 
but because we do recognize it. Maybe we respond with a text message 
instead. We answer, but not the way the caller wanted us to. The 
caller may get frustrated, but we have our reasons for not responding. 
Ezekiel tells about some leaders approaching God expecting Him 
to answer. God revealed to them why He would not respond to 
their request. 

What might cause us to ignore an acquaintance who tries to call us?  

Dat e of My Bi bl e St u dy: _________
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UNDERSTAND THE CONTEXT
EZEKIEL 20:1–24:27
Waiting on a word from the Lord is not something to be taken lightly. 
When fighting the Philistines, King Saul inquired of the Lord, but the 
Lord did not answer. So Saul disguised himself and visited a medium. 
The medium summoned the prophet Samuel, who told Saul that he 
had abandoned God and his days as king were numbered. Samuel 
questioned Saul for even inquiring of the Lord’s prophet, since the 
king had failed to obey God (1 Sam. 28:16).

In Ezekiel 20, we find a similar situation. The people of Israel 
had not listened to the Lord; therefore, He sent them into exile in 
Babylon. While in exile, some of the leaders attempted to inquire 
of the Lord—but He would not answer. The Lord reminded Ezekiel 
that the Israelites had rebelled against Him from the time of their 
departure from Egypt. Even with repeated warnings they continued 
to ignore the Lord and followed other gods. 

The Lord sent Ezekiel to prophesy again against Israel (Ezek. 21:2). 
The prophet was to reveal to the exiles the purpose of the Lord’s 
judgment. Throughout their history they had habitually sinned 
against God. The Lord Himself would direct Nebuchadnezzar to 
conquer the land (21:21-24). God had provided His people with 
opportunities to turn from their wicked ways, but they chose not 
to listen. Instead of learning from the Northern Kingdom and its 
demise, the Southern Kingdom acted in the same manner (23:1-49). 
Thus, God brought judgment to Judah. The Lord told Ezekiel that He 
caused this judgment in order to bring back His people as a pure and 
holy nation (20:39-44).

As you read Ezekiel 20:1-14, circle words that point to God’s faithfulness. 
What role did God’s faithfulness play in His disciplining of Israel?
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EXPLORE THE TEXT
CONFRONTED (EZEK . 20:1-4)
1 In the seventh year, in the fifth month, on the tenth day of the 
month, some of Israel’s elders came to inquire of the Lord, and 
they sat down in front of me. 2 Then the word of the Lord came to 
me: 3 “Son of man, speak with the elders of Israel and tell them, 
‘This is what the Lord God says: Are you coming to inquire of me? 
As I live, I will not let you inquire of me. This is the declaration of 
the Lord God.’ 4 “Will you pass judgment against them, will you 
pass judgment, son of man? Explain the detestable practices of 
their ancestors to them.

VERSES 1-4

The leaders of Judah were disturbed by the state of affairs in Judah—
especially Jerusalem and the temple. So they went to Ezekiel to 
inquire of the Lord. Apparently, they wanted to know what was 
taking place in Jerusalem, how long they were going to be captives, 
and if there was any hope of the captives being restored. The leaders 
went to Ezekiel seeking understanding from the Lord. 

God gave Ezekiel the specific words to say. The phrase, this is 
what the Lord God says, stresses that Ezekiel was bringing God’s 
message, not his own. The Lord questioned the elders: Are you 
coming to inquire of me? Perhaps there was some exasperation in 
God’s words, like the paraphrase: “Are you really coming to inquire of 
me?” The leaders came to Ezekiel presumably to seek God’s counsel. 
However, they were not coming with proper attitudes, and God knew 
their hearts were not fully His. The summative statement, This is the 
declaration of the Lord God, again emphasizes the source of Ezekiel’s 
words—the Lord.

God told Israel’s elders He would not listen to them: I will not let 
you inquire of me. The Lord had placed the exiles in an uncomfortable 
situation to get their attention. But even in exile they didn’t listen 
to the Lord. Instead of being obedient to Him, they repeatedly and 
purposefully rebelled against God. The detestable practices of their 
ancestors broadly depicted the people’s many abominations, including 
idolatry and immorality. Ezekiel would confront the elders with the 
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record of their sin. God still confronts sinners with the fact of their 
sin. Unrepentant sinners will not receive God’s grace as long as they 
attempt to blindly justify their own sinful attitudes and actions. The 
gospel has the power to bring spiritually dead people to life, but first 
they must acknowledge they have a spiritual problem.

How does God use people to confront others about their sin? What makes 
delivering God’s truth a challenge and honor at the same time? 

EARLY SIGNS (EZEK . 20:5-9)
5 Say to them, ‘This is what the Lord God says: On the day I chose 
Israel, I swore an oath to the descendants of Jacob’s house and 
made myself known to them in the land of Egypt. I swore to them, 
saying, “I am the Lord your God.” 6 On that day I swore to them 
that I would bring them out of the land of Egypt into a land I had 
searched out for them, a land flowing with milk and honey, the 
most beautiful of all lands. 7 I also said to them, “Throw away, 
each of you, the abhorrent things that you prize, and do not defile 
yourselves with the idols of Egypt. I am the Lord your God.” 
8 “‘But they rebelled against me and were unwilling to listen to me. 
None of them threw away the abhorrent things that they prized, 
and they did not abandon the idols of Egypt. So I considered 
pouring out my wrath on them, exhausting my anger against them 
within the land of Egypt. 9 But I acted for the sake of my name, so 
that it would not be profaned in the eyes of the nations they were 
living among, in whose sight I had made myself known to Israel by 
bringing them out of Egypt.

VERSES 5-6

Ezekiel reminded the elders that the message he presented was not 
his own: This is what the Lord God says. God had given His prophet 
a message to deliver, and Ezekiel would faithfully do so. God wants 
His followers to know about His plans for them. 

The expression, the day I chose Israel, focuses on the time 
God revealed Himself to Moses during Israel’s slavery in Egypt. 
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Ezekiel reminded the exiles of the promises that God had given to 
their forefathers while they were in Egypt. In Exodus 6:2-8, the Lord 
told His people that He chose them while they were in Egypt: “I will 
take you as my people, and I will be your God. You will know that I 
am the Lord your God, who brought you out from the forced labor 
of the Egyptians” (Ex. 6:7). The concept of God’s choosing Israel is 
widespread in the Bible. (See Ex. 19:1-8; Deut. 4:20; 7:6-9; 14:2,21; 
18:5; 26:18; Jer. 33:24.) Not only did the Lord choose the people of 
Israel, but He promised to deliver them to a far better land with the 
understanding they would worship Him alone in this new land. The 
land would signify God’s covenant with His people because it was a 
land of plenty, flowing with milk and honey (Num. 13).

Through Moses, the Lord instructed Israel to listen to the Lord in 
the sense of being obedient to Him (Deut. 6:3-6). Moreover, the Lord 
provided the children of Israel commands and precepts to follow; 
they were to be holy because God is holy (Lev. 11:45; 20:7; see also 
1 Pet. 1:15-16). 

VERSES 7-9

When the Lord brought His people out of Egypt, He commanded 
them to throw away their idols: Throw away, each of you, the 
abhorrent things that you prize, and do not defile yourselves with 
the idols of Egypt. I am the Lord your God. But God’s people rebelled 
against Him: they were unwilling to listen to me. None of them 
threw away the abhorrent things that they prized, and they did not 
abandon the idols of Egypt.

Despite their rebellion, God was faithful to them. Though 
they deserved His judgment, the Lord said: I acted for the sake 
of my name. The Lord desired that all nations see His glory; He 
demonstrated it through freeing His people from Egypt (Ex. 9:15-16). 

DID YOU KNOW?

The word translated “honey” (Ezek. 20:6) can designate not only bee 
honey but also the syrup made from dates or figs. It represented the 
potential agricultural richness of farming. 

32 E x pl or e t h e Bi bl e |  P er son a l St u dy Gu i de



Ezekiel reminded the exiles of the promises that God had given to 
their forefathers while they were in Egypt. In Exodus 6:2-8, the Lord 
told His people that He chose them while they were in Egypt: “I will 
take you as my people, and I will be your God. You will know that I 
am the Lord your God, who brought you out from the forced labor 
of the Egyptians” (Ex. 6:7). The concept of God’s choosing Israel is 
widespread in the Bible. (See Ex. 19:1-8; Deut. 4:20; 7:6-9; 14:2,21; 
18:5; 26:18; Jer. 33:24.) Not only did the Lord choose the people of 
Israel, but He promised to deliver them to a far better land with the 
understanding they would worship Him alone in this new land. The 
land would signify God’s covenant with His people because it was a 
land of plenty, flowing with milk and honey (Num. 13).

Through Moses, the Lord instructed Israel to listen to the Lord in 
the sense of being obedient to Him (Deut. 6:3-6). Moreover, the Lord 
provided the children of Israel commands and precepts to follow; 
they were to be holy because God is holy (Lev. 11:45; 20:7; see also 
1 Pet. 1:15-16). 

VERSES 7-9

When the Lord brought His people out of Egypt, He commanded 
them to throw away their idols: Throw away, each of you, the 
abhorrent things that you prize, and do not defile yourselves with 
the idols of Egypt. I am the Lord your God. But God’s people rebelled 
against Him: they were unwilling to listen to me. None of them 
threw away the abhorrent things that they prized, and they did not 
abandon the idols of Egypt.

Despite their rebellion, God was faithful to them. Though 
they deserved His judgment, the Lord said: I acted for the sake 
of my name. The Lord desired that all nations see His glory; He 
demonstrated it through freeing His people from Egypt (Ex. 9:15-16). 

DID YOU KNOW?
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God did not want His name to be profaned in the eyes of the 
nations they were living among. When God’s people rebelled in the 
wilderness more than once, He threatened to destroy them and to 
begin again through Moses (Ex. 32:9-10; Num. 14:11-12). But Moses 
interceded on behalf of the people, and God granted Moses’ petition. 
Moses’ plea included an appeal for God’s glory. He did not want the 
nations to believe God was not powerful enough to finish the work 
He had begun with His people (Ex. 32:12; Num. 14:15-16). Instead, 
he wanted other nations to witness God’s power. In fact, God said: in 
whose sight I had made myself known to Israel by bringing them out 
of Egypt. The nations saw it and heard of it. 

How was the exodus from Egypt a demonstration of God’s grace?  
How does God’s faithfulness to His promises demonstrate His character? 

The Lord desired that all nations  
see His glory.

REPEATED REBELLION (EZEK . 20:10-14)
10 “‘So I brought them out of the land of Egypt and led them into 
the wilderness. 11 Then I gave them my statutes and explained 
my ordinances to them—the person who does them will live by 
them. 12 I also gave them my Sabbaths to serve as a sign between 
me and them, so that they would know that I am the Lord who 
consecrates them. 13 “‘But the house of Israel rebelled against 
me in the wilderness. They did not follow my statutes and they 
rejected my ordinances—the person who does them will live by 
them. They also completely profaned my Sabbaths. So I considered 

KE Y DOCTRINE:  God

There is one and only one living and true God. (See 1 Cor. 8:4-6.)
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pouring out my wrath on them in the wilderness to put an end 
to them. 14 But I acted for the sake of my name, so that it would 
not be profaned in the eyes of the nations in whose sight I had 
brought them out.

VERSES 10-14 

Ezekiel reminded the elders that the Israelites rebelled against the 
Lord into the wilderness. God had freed them from the Egyptians. 
He provided them with a leader, Moses, and the commandments by 
which to live. The Law had two forms: statutes—standards of how 
to live, and ordinances—rules to follow. The Lord also gave them 
a special day—my Sabbaths to serve as a sign between me and 
them. The concept of the Sabbath goes back to creation, when God 
ceased from His creative activity on the seventh day (Gen. 2:2-3). 
He commanded His people to observe the Sabbath, resting one 
day out of seven (Ex. 20:8-11). Keeping the Sabbath would serve 
as a sign between God and His people. It was a perpetual sign of 
God’s presence and covenant with them. It was to be a designated 
time when the children of Israel stopped and remembered the Lord 
and His acts.

BIBLE SKILL:  Use a concordance and/or Bible dictionary.

Use a Bible concordance to find references to the term “Sabbath,” and 
read an article on the Sabbath in a Bible dictionary. How does honoring 
the Lord’s Day distinguish believers from the rest of the world? How 
can your honoring of the Lord’s Day strengthen your relationship with 
God and serve as a witness to others?
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The Lord gave His people a leader (Moses), the Law, and also 
the Sabbath so that they would know that I am the Lord who 
consecrates them. The word translated know is found many times in 
the Old Testament and can mean a variety of things. Adam and Eve 
perceived or knew they were naked in the garden, and the same word 
was used to describe sexual intimacy when Adam knew Eve and she 
conceived. In other references, the word is used to describe the care of 
another person, possessing a skill, and understanding the significance 
of an event. The idea “to know” expresses more than an intellectual 
knowledge; it signifies a deep, intimate knowledge. Through Ezekiel, 
the Lord reminded His people that He wanted them to know 
Him personally. 

The people, however, did not take advantage of what God had 
given them; they rebelled against Him. In Leviticus 18:1-5, the 
Lord told the Israelites not to follow the idolatrous practices of the 
Egyptians nor the Canaanites. The first generation of Israelites 
who left Egypt continued to pursue the idols of the Egyptians. 
Consequently, they were not allowed to go into the promised land 
(Ezek. 20:15; Num. 14:30). Ezekiel’s generation was taken from the 
land because they continued to chase after idols (Ezek. 12:1-16). Both 
generations experienced God’s judgment by not being allowed to live 
in the promised land. 

The Bible teaches that living in rebellion against God leads to His 
judgment. Further, continued disobedience hardens people against 
turning to God. We should never presume on God’s mercy. Rather, 
we should admit we are sinners and turn to Him with repentance and 
faith. Further, we must warn our friends, coworkers, and neighbors 
who do not know God personally that they cannot presume on His 
mercy apart from a relationship with Jesus.

Why do you think the people did not learn their spiritual lesson in Egypt 
but continued to sin in the wilderness? Why does disobedience to God 
seemingly get easier the more people practice it?
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APPLY THE TEXT
• God confronts unrepentant sinners with the truth.
• God acts with mercy for the sake of His name.
• Repeated rebellion against God leads to facing His judgment. 

Discuss with the group the role they play in calling others to repentance. 
How can your group present God’s truth with a view toward repentance? 

List ways God has shown you mercy. How did the things you listed bring 
honor to His name? How can you honor Him this week?

Ask God to reveal to you repeated sins. Confess the sins and ask God to 
help you faithfully follow Him. Write your prayer to Him. 

PRAYER NEEDS
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