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Saves
God offers hope in the midst of judgment to those who trust in Him.

EZEKIEL 11:2-4,14-21 
Everyone needs encouragement. But encouragement needs to 
reflect truth. We can do more harm than good by creating a false 
reality in the name of hope. This can also happen when we cross the 
line between hope and wishing or if we confuse those two things. 
The Bible describes hope as a confident assurance based on God’s 
promises. Those promises can be trusted because they originate with 
the One who is truth Himself. 

Think about a time when you stretched the truth to give someone hope. 
How did you justify telling them something you knew to be false? 
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UNDERSTAND THE CONTEXT
EZEKIEL 8:1–19:14
In 592 BC, Ezekiel was taken in a vision to the temple in Jerusalem 
(Ezek. 8:1-4). While in the temple, the Lord showed him all kinds of 
detestable things: idolatry; profane images; elders offering incense 
to various idols; women sitting at the gate of the temple, weeping 
for gods; men standing within the temple, worshiping the sun. After 
showing Ezekiel these despicable things, God declared that His glory 
would depart the temple, and He would pass judgment on Jerusalem.

Chapters 9–11 describe the departure of the Lord from the 
temple. The reason for God’s departure was the sins of the people. The 
inhabitants of Jerusalem thought God had abandoned them; they 
failed to see that His leaving was a result of their rebellion (9:9-11).

In chapter 12, Ezekiel performed a symbolic act for the people: 
he packed his bags, pretending to depart on a large march to exile. 
During the evening, Ezekiel was to dig a hole in the wall and go out 
through it. As he left, he was to place his belongings over his shoulder 
and cover his face. The Lord informed Ezekiel that these actions 
contained a message for King Zedekiah of Judah. In the near future, 
Zedekiah would attempt to leave, but the Babylonians would catch 
him, pluck out his eyes, and take him into exile. This image would 
affirm God’s departure from the temple.

In chapter 13, Ezekiel was told to speak against the false prophets. 
There were many false teachers in Judah who claimed to speak for the 
Lord. These leaders endeavored to tell the inhabitants of Judah that 
all was good. Yet all was not good. In fact, the Lord was extremely 
displeased with their lies. God had had enough of the wrongdoings 
in Judah. These false teachers were to be severely punished for 
attempting to encourage Judah to continue in its wayward acts.

Chapter 18 presents the justification for God’s judgment. There 
were people who claimed that God’s punishment was too severe—
that God was unfair. But the Lord assured them He always acts justly, 
preserving the righteous and judging the wicked.  
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As you read Ezekiel 11:2-4,14-21, circle words that point to God’s purpose 
for His people. How would God’s revealed purposes instill hope?

EXPLORE THE TEXT
CALLED OUT (EZEK . 11:2-4)
2 The Lord said to me, “Son of man, these are the men who plot 
evil and give wicked advice in this city. 3 They are saying, ‘Isn’t the 
time near to build houses? The city is the pot, and we are the meat.’ 
4 Therefore, prophesy against them. Prophesy, son of man!” 

VERSES 2-4 

God provides leaders to guide people in difficult times. He uses these 
leaders to offer hope by encouraging those who trust in Him to stand 
strong even in the midst of judgment. The notion of hope, however, 
can be misrepresented. There can be individuals who take it upon 
themselves to deceptively proclaim false hope in the midst of God’s 
judgment. Instead of proclaiming the truth, these leaders fabricate a 
false narrative to make people feel secure. 

False leaders encouraged the remaining residents of Jerusalem not 
to worry about judgment. These leaders assured Jerusalem that the 
threat was gone. They were saying it was time to build houses. Believing 
the time of God’s judgment was almost over, they encouraged the 
remaining residents of the city to build for the future.

The statement, the city is the pot, and we are the meat, could be 
understood negatively as God’s judgment. More likely, however, the 
image has a positive interpretation. The leaders likened Jerusalem’s 
citizens to choice morsels of meat, protected by the pot in which they 
cooked. In other words, they predicted the best of times were coming.

God told Ezekiel: prophesy against them. Prophesy, son of man! 
These remaining leaders were making the false claim that the people 
left in Jerusalem by the Babylonians were safe from judgment. God 
wanted the prophet to know that they were wrong. (See vv. 7-12.) 
These leaders were providing false counsel. The Lord said of them: 
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these are the men who plot evil and give wicked advice. God was going 
to pass judgment on Judah; there was no escaping. Ezekiel was called 
to proclaim this truth. 

God calls on believers today to speak the truth in the face of false 
hope and to do so without apology. God’s truth is the world’s only hope.

On what issues do believers today need to call out others for presenting 
a false sense of hope? Why is it important for believers to represent God 
well and challenge others to do so as well?

GATHERED (EZEK . 11:14-17)
14 The word of the Lord came to me again: 15 “Son of man, your own 
relatives, those who have the right to redeem your property, along 
with the entire house of Israel—all of them—are those to whom the 
residents of Jerusalem have said, ‘You are far from the Lord; this 
land has been given to us as a possession.’ 16 “Therefore say, ‘This is 
what the Lord God says: Though I sent them far away among the 
nations and scattered them among the countries, yet for a little 
while I have been a sanctuary for them in the countries where they 
have gone.’ 17 “Therefore say, ‘This is what the Lord God says: I will 
gather you from the peoples and assemble you from the countries 
where you have been scattered, and I will give you the land of Israel.’

VERSES 14-16

In 597 BC, Ezekiel and other Jewish captives were taken to Babylon. 
But there were many who were left behind in Judah. Those who were 
left in Jerusalem concluded that the ones who had been taken away 
were the ones under God’s judgment. Apparently, there was a feeling 
that God had removed certain undesirables from His land. Those 
remaining in and around Jerusalem believed the land now belonged to 
them. They apparently cited Leviticus 25:25-35, claiming the right to 
redeem the land that was provided under levitical law. 

Again, the word of the Lord came to Ezekiel. Undoubtedly, the 
exiles, too, believed that because they had been taken from God’s land 
they were being punished. Little did they know, however, that God 
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was seeking to teach them of His grace. Ezekiel addressed the exiles 
and assured them that even though God seemed far away, He had not 
deserted them. God assured the exiles that the land they were taken 
from would be returned to them (v. 15). He would one day bring back 
the remnant to possess the land again. 

God judged His people and scattered 
them among the nations, but He  

did not abandon them.
God still loved His people, His judgment against them 

notwithstanding. He affirmed: I have been a sanctuary for them in 
the countries where they have gone. They could no longer worship 
at the sanctuary in Jerusalem, but God Himself would be their 
sanctuary. God judged His people and scattered them among the 
nations, but He did not abandon them. 

As New Testament believers, we know Jesus as our Immanuel 
(Matt. 1:23); God became flesh and dwelt among us (John 1:14). 
Through the gift of His Spirit, He dwells in us. The language of 
Ezekiel also parallels the apostle John’s words that describe the 
new Jerusalem, where believers will not need a temple because God 
Himself will be the temple (Rev. 21:22). 

VERSE 17

God brought His people words of assurance. He said: I will gather 
you from the peoples and assemble you from the countries where 
you have been scattered. Then God affirmed: I will give you the land 
of Israel. The Lord promised that a remnant would return and once 
again possess the land. 

This promise points to a final gathering that awaits all who put their 
trust in Christ. Believers today can find real hope in the promise of 
God’s salvation. The Bible assures us that God is our Father, heaven is 
our home, and every day is one day closer. The Bible also assures us that 
God will fulfill every promise He has made to us (2 Cor. 1:20). 

Many in Ezekiel’s day felt far from God. When we face challenges 
today, we may feel God has abandoned us. The truth is we abandoned 
God through our sin. But God assures us we can turn to Him and 
receive forgiveness and salvation. If we have strayed from Him, 
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we can come to Him in repentance and faith and be restored. God 
promised to gather His people one day, and He will restore us when 
we turn back to Him (1 John 1:9).

Some people feel far from God because they have sinned grievously 
against Him. Others feel far from God because of bad things God has 
allowed to happen to them. How can God’s promise of salvation provide 
hope to both groups?

SANCTIFIED (EZEK . 11:18-21)
18 “When they arrive there, they will remove all its abhorrent acts 
and detestable practices from it. 19 I will give them integrity of 
heart and put a new spirit within them; I will remove their heart 
of stone from their bodies and give them a heart of flesh, 20 so that 
they will follow my statutes, keep my ordinances, and practice 
them. They will be my people, and I will be their God. 21 But as 
for those whose hearts pursue their desire for abhorrent acts and 
detestable practices, I will bring their conduct down on their own 
heads.” This is the declaration of the Lord God.

VERSES 18-20

When God’s people are outside of His will, He sometimes disciplines 
them. Proverbs 3:12 states: “For the Lord disciplines the one he 
loves, just as a father disciples the son in whom he delights.” (See 
also Heb. 12:6-11.) The exiles were experiencing God’s discipline. The 
Lord had removed them from Jerusalem so that He could ultimately 
restore them. 

Ezekiel called on those who would return to Jerusalem to remove 
the idols and cease from worshiping false gods. The prophet warned 
that those who continued to reject God would face His discipline. Yet 
God granted the exiles a promise: I will remove their heart of stone 
from their bodies and give them a heart of flesh. The idea of stone 
hearts suggests the people of Israel were lifeless and unresponsive to 
God. However, the Lord was going to change that. God sent the exiles 
into captivity to change their hearts. 
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When God gave His people a heart of flesh, three things would 
happen. First, they would follow my statutes. The word statutes comes 
from a Hebrew verb that means “to inscribe.” Fittingly, God would 
inscribe His statutes on their hearts. Second, God said they would 
keep my ordinances. They would give God’s ordinances their careful 
attention. Third, God said His people would practice them. He not only 
wanted them to know His commands, He wanted them to live them.

The words they will be my people, and I will be their God 
summarize God’s ultimate purpose in bringing His people home. He 
desired a relationship with them, just as He desires a relationship 
with us. The Christian faith is not a list of do’s and don’ts; rather, it is 
a personal relationship with God. We demonstrate the extent of our 
love for Him by obeying His commands. Knowing God’s commands 
provides the freedom to live life as He intends. 

VERSE 21

Ezekiel concluded with a warning for those who continued to 
pursue idols and participate in unrighteousness. People like this in 
past generations had led Israel down the path to ruin. When God 
restored His people, He would not tolerate a return to rebellious 
behavior. Those who received God’s salvation would recognize sin’s 
ugliness; those who persisted in sin would know God’s judgment. God 
warned them: I will bring their conduct down on their own heads. 

BIBLE SKILL:   Connect Old Testament Prophecy to  
New Testament fulfillment. 

Read Ezekiel 11:19-20 slowly and reflectively. Then read Revelation 21:1-4, 
which describes how the story of God’s redemption ends. List the parallels 
in the two passages. In what ways does Israel’s blessing of earthly 
restoration to the land foreshadow our redemption forever in heaven? 
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The wicked thought they were building a great life, but in the end God 
would bring it all crashing down upon them. The closing words, this 
is the declaration of the Lord God, stressed the certainty of Ezekiel's 
words; they came from the Lord.

Believers are called to obediently follow and worship God. 
Deuteronomy 6:4-5 states: “Listen, Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord 
is one. Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, 
and with all your strength.” Jesus, when asked which command in the 
law is the greatest, said: “Love the Lord your God with all your heart, 
with all your soul, and with all your mind. This is the greatest and 
most important command” (Matt. 22:37-38). The people of Israel had 
neglected their calling to love God with their whole being, and they 
experienced God’s judgment. But Ezekiel saw a new day for those who 
were responsive to the Lord’s message. God would restore a faithful 
remnant to the land. God would establish Himself as their God. 

Biblical hope is never wishful thinking; 
it is embracing the assurance of all 

God’s promises.
God calls believers today to worship Him alone and to obey His 

commands. Those who oppose God and His ways need to heed His 
warnings. Those who seek God but struggle to see Him in their 
circumstances need to trust His promises, for they offer hope. Biblical 
hope is never wishful thinking; it is embracing the assurance of all 
God’s promises. 

How does the promise of God’s future restoration of His people encourage 
us in living for Him today?

KE Y DOCTRINE:  The Kingdom

The full consummation of the Kingdom awaits the return of Jesus 
Christ and the end of this age. (See Rev. 21:1-3.)
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APPLY THE TEXT
• Believers are called on to present the truth in the face of false hope.
• Believers find hope in the promises of God’s salvation.
• Believers are called to obediently follow and worship God alone.

Discuss as a group ways of holding others accountable for telling 
the truth. What steps need to be taken by the group considering 
this discussion? 

Reflect on your salvation and the hope produced by that salvation.  
With whom can you share about the hope you have through faith in Jesus?

Ask God to reveal any areas in your life where you are failing to follow 
Him. Be sure to look at how you worship Him as well. What actions do you 
need to take to more fully follow God?

PRAYER NEEDS

 

The wicked thought they were building a great life, but in the end God 
would bring it all crashing down upon them. The closing words, this 
is the declaration of the Lord God, stressed the certainty of Ezekiel's 
words; they came from the Lord.

Believers are called to obediently follow and worship God. 
Deuteronomy 6:4-5 states: “Listen, Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord 
is one. Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, 
and with all your strength.” Jesus, when asked which command in the 
law is the greatest, said: “Love the Lord your God with all your heart, 
with all your soul, and with all your mind. This is the greatest and 
most important command” (Matt. 22:37-38). The people of Israel had 
neglected their calling to love God with their whole being, and they 
experienced God’s judgment. But Ezekiel saw a new day for those who 
were responsive to the Lord’s message. God would restore a faithful 
remnant to the land. God would establish Himself as their God. 

Biblical hope is never wishful thinking; 
it is embracing the assurance of all 

God’s promises.
God calls believers today to worship Him alone and to obey His 

commands. Those who oppose God and His ways need to heed His 
warnings. Those who seek God but struggle to see Him in their 
circumstances need to trust His promises, for they offer hope. Biblical 
hope is never wishful thinking; it is embracing the assurance of all 
God’s promises. 

How does the promise of God’s future restoration of His people encourage 
us in living for Him today?

KE Y DOCTRINE:  The Kingdom

The full consummation of the Kingdom awaits the return of Jesus 
Christ and the end of this age. (See Rev. 21:1-3.)
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