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Who am I?
I’m the owner of Cooper & Co., a local, family run business 
that consists of 3 cafés, a shop, has an on-line presence 
and a major wholesale operation. I’ve been running the 
business for the past 30 years 

We. take our environmental and social responsibilities 
very seriously. We sponsored a Gorilla for Durrell’s major 
fund-raising event and also have worked with children 
from Mont a L’Abbe school to create planters outside our 
cafes. We are members of the Fairtrade foundations and 
hold events at our Castle Quay café. 

On a personal level I’m married to Pam and have 2 
grown up sons both currently working in London. I’m a 
past president of the Jersey Chamber of Commerce, 
and hold a Masters in Business Administration with the 
Open University. I am also a keen tennis player having 
represented the Island on many occasions. 

Why am I standing?
The political link between business and Government is 
broken. Like many people who run their own business I’m 
used to operating in a dynamic environment. On many 
occasions you need to be brave, stand by your decision 
and accept that there are no hiding places. My decision 
to open a Café at Castle Quay is a good case in point. 
I believe my local business experience gives me a solid 
foundation as to how to tackle the changes that are 
necessary not only for the benefit of our economy but for 
our community. 

Cost of living crisis
A lot of our goods are imported and thus we have little 
control over the cost of energy and food. For many 
people, including my workforce, the biggest issue is 
the cost of housing. Although there is currently a major 
building programme underway, this will take time and 
there are few short-term solutions. Income support is 
already provided by the Social Security department 
for those who are most vulnerable. We need long term 
solutions. I’m therefore proposing the following: 

 • Whilst the cost of investment has to be covered, I 
question the rational that pegs public sector rents 
to the private rental market. As rents have become 
more unaffordable, the demands made on social 
security to plug the gap becomes ever greater. Tax-
payers money is I believe inadvertently being used 
to support higher than necessary rental levels in the 
public sector. We urgently need to review this. 

 • I am fundamentally against any form of rent control 
on the private sector. This has been tried in the past 
and been a complete failure. It has the potential to 
cause the collapse of the private rental market.

 • For the most vulnerable in our society, we need to 
review the criteria used for giving support. Is the 
bandwidth currently offered capturing all those in 
the most vulnerable situations? For instance are the 
minimum asset requirements still appropriate in the 
current market? 

The Hospital

Despite recognising that £100 million has already been 
spent on the “Our Hospital” project, it is, as it stands, the 
wrong long-term solution for our community. I believe in 
the following solution: 

 • The Hospital is split into 2 sites -- Gloucester Street 
and Overdale

 • A & E and outpatients remain in town, whilst longer 
recuperation and good quality housing for key 
workers is provided at Overdale. 

Why do we need to change the plan?  

 • The infrastructure in terms of roads, parking and 
access already exist in Gloucester street.

 • 35% of the population live in St. Helier and the 
majority work there meaning a great number are 
within walking distance of A & E.

 • The economic impact on St. Helier would be 
significant to both footfall and time off required by 
staff to access hospital appointments. 

 • Can we really afford this level of borrowing and 
leave as a legacy for future generations?    
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St. Helier

We urgently need a singular vision for the future of St. 
Helier. The current fragmented approach is a disaster. 
If the pandemic taught us anything it’s that physical 
and mental wellbeing are vital to build resilience in our 
community. I therefore highlight two areas in particular 
that must be resolved:

 • The Millennium Park has to be extended to St. 
Saviour’s Road, no ifs, no buts. Thousands of people 
live in this area with no green space, they deserve 
better.

 • We need to invest in Fort Regent and transform it 
into a multi-activity hub for all generations. Ideas 
put forward include asking external operators 
such as Center Parcs or Butlins to manage the 
site thereby generating funding to maintain the 
infrastructure. 

The Population
The latest figure of 103,267 is significantly below 
expectations and, whilst more analysis is needed, 
anecdotally there has been a significant amount of 
emigration, particularly of the Polish community. 

My business is not alone when it comes to experiencing 
extreme difficulty in recruiting staff. This has resulted in 
wage inflation which will inevitably work its way into cost 
of living inflation. 

We need a long term strategy that makes it attractive for 
those in key sectors such as nursing and hospitality to 
come and work in Jersey.

 • We need to re-evaluate the non-registered rental 
sector. This is a barrier to entry, but is it fair and fit 
for purpose?  

 • We need a strategy around the Jersey diaspora. In 
much the same way that Universities keep in touch 
with their alumni we need to keep those with Jersey 
connections informed of job opportunities in the 
Island. We want the next generation discovering 
opportunity in Jersey and making it their future 
home. 

 • Changing demographics – The “baby boomers” of 
the early 1960s are living longer than any previous 
generation, which means the “dependency ratio” 
is greater than ever before. We need strategies 
around health, community and flexible working to 
be put in place over the next 4 years. 

The Economy
We all recognise the importance of the Finance industry 
to the on-going prosperity of this Island. Its global 
reputation is based upon a politically stable Government 
and well-regulated industry within a strong legal 
framework. We do however need to ensure that other 
parts of our economy are also properly looked after, 
not just because they are economically important but 
because they are crucial to our Island identity. 

The Visitor Economy
The hospitality sector plays a huge role in the enjoyment 
of this Island. The pandemic and Brexit, together with 
increasing housing costs, means Jersey is not the 
attractive place it once was for the immigrant workforce 
required in this sector. I want a strategic review of what is 
being done to keep this sector economically viable. 

The Rural Economy
This is an area of our economy that is at a crossroads. We 
all want cheap food because housing costs are so high. 
We willingly import subsidised food from the European 
Union yet are unwilling to give the same level of subsidy 
to local food producers. We need a strategic review of 
our rural economy so that it is clear where the future lies. 
Local producers need to be given certainty to plan their 
future and know that they can have a sustainable way of 
life. The rural economy is a major contributor to our Island 
identity, so the custodians of our land need to be treated 
with the respect they deserve. 
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The Digital Economy 
Although still a fledgling industry it needs nurturing as it 
affects every aspect of our society. As was highlighted by 
the pandemic, the changing of our phone network from 
copper to fibre was a truly visionary move. Digital is the 
future for all aspects of our life, it will make our economy 
more productive thereby mitigating population pressures. 
There are also opportunities in “Fintech” and “Agritech” 
that will play out over the coming years. We must not 
miss the opportunity in developing this, the 4th leg of our 
economy. The Government will need to work closely with 
the industry to ensure that an appropriate regulatory 
environment is established. 
 
Education
We need to take a long hard look at the infrastructure 
around our schools. We’re developing the residential 
element of south St. Helier yet not providing an 
educational facility. Is the Highlands college site still fit for 
purpose? Like so many urgently needed capital projects 
it’s another that has been put on the back burner. Our 
education system needs futureproofing and surely it starts 
with having appropriate facilities. 

Environment
The Government is developing a Carbon Neutral Roadmap 
that builds on the progress made through Pathway 2050. 
There are some very exciting opportunities particularly 
if we take an Island wide approach in areas such as 
switching from fossil fuel to electricity as our primary 
energy source. If this is to be a success we need to ensure 
that we engage with the local small business community 
who will need help, in particular from the digital sector so 
that carbon neutrality becomes an opportunity and not a 
burden with more red tape. 

Arts and Culture
Anyone who has seen Grayson Perry’s “Art club” will 
understand the importance of the arts during lockdown. 
Where is our vision for the future of this most important 
sector of our economy? How have we let our iconic Opera 
house fall into such a state of disrepair?

We urgently need a plan. Could the answer be an “Arts 
quarter” in the Gloucester street area? More importantly 
we need to remind ourselves that great art and culture not 
only improves our quality of life but is also beneficial to our 
visitor economy. 

The Better Way
Over the last 12 months I’ve been meeting with many 
individuals from different walks of life, all of whom have 
something to say about every aspect of Jersey. Some are 
standing for election, others simply want to help inform. 
You will have seen the term #betterway22 and that is what 
I believe is required. We need to pull together the collective 
wisdom of our Islanders and use that to inform policies 
bottom-up approach to politics rather than the current 
top-down. Politics is no longer about left, right or centre; 
that simply excludes. It’s about finding the best ideas to 
help make the best decisions for our community. I want to 
be part of that consensus.

Principles that guide #betterway2022 

This will ensure that...

 • Government is responsive to the needs of the people 
of Jersey

 • Decisions are evidence based

 • Government spending is affordable now and for 
future generations

 • Decisions are sustainable and balance social, 
economic and environmental well-being 

 • Diversity is valued and the potential of every 
member of our community is achieved

 • Jersey has a developing, relevant and positive role 
internationally 
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